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Paul Mohns bok 
en klassiker inom 
svensk reseskildring 



Paul Mohn: 

Resa till Afghanistan 

Svenska Afghanistankommitten 

Kung Amanullahs korta regeringspe- 
riod i Afahanistan 1919-29 kom att fk 
avgorande betydelse for landets framtid. 
Det som skedde pa 20-talet bar pSverkat 
hela 1900-talshistorien och erbjuder dess- 
utom pafallande likheter med det drama- 
tiska nutidsskeendet. For den som vill for- 
st^ den afshanska utvecklin^en efter 1978 
finns det darfor all anlednins att intressera 
sis for Amanullahs stravanden och de kon- 
flikter de utloste. 

Efter att inledninesvis ha forklarat Ens- 
land krig och i fredsforhandlingama lyck- 
ats utverka fullstandig sjalvstandighet for 
Afghanistan, p^borjade han ett omfattande 
socialt och ekonomiskt modemiserinss- 
projekt. 

Modernisering och revolt 

Landet fick sin forsta konstitution 1 922, ett 
parlamentariskt system infordes, utbild- 
ningen sekulariserades, fabriker anlades, 
utlandska experter inkallades, en ny hu- 
vudstad borjade byggas, vagar projektera- 
des, jamvagar planerades o s v. 

Men p^ en rad punkter hamnade kungen 
darvid p^ direkt konfrontationskurs med 
stamsamhallets regionala makthavare och 
den dominerande muslimska ideologin - 
de tvi samhallskrafter som dittills i en sorts 
triangular balansakt med centralmakten ga- 
ranterat nationens skora stabilitet. 

Redan 1924 utbrot begransade revolter. 
Och 1928, efter Amanullahs iterkomst fr^n 
en bejublad rundresa i Europa, vaxte upp- 
roret p^ flera fronter, regeringstrupper 
tvingades retirera, inbordeskrig hotade. I 
januari 1929 abdikerade Amanullah; mo- 
derniseringsprojektet hade misslyckats, 
centralmakten hade forlorat. 

I det vakuum som uppstod intogs Kabul 
av en tadjikisk folkledare som utropade sig 
till kung. Den pashtunska folkgruppen 
lyckades ^terta makten, men forst efter yt- 
terligare interna stamfejder inom den do- 
minerande durrani-klanen kunde "ord- 




FOTO: PRINS ENA^ AT KHAN 



Afghanistan i slutet ar 1920-talet, en revolurionerande rid da hilder som den liar kunde 
fas. Errav manga privata fotografiev frdn det afghanska kungahovet som public eras i ny- 
trycket av Paul Mohns reseskildring frdn J 930. 

ninsen" ^terstallas. I och med kuns Zahir 
Shahs tilltrade 1933 intradde en ny period 
av jamvikt, som skulle brytas forst vid 70- 
talets slut. 



Amanullahs namn tabu 

I sin bok Reform and Rebellion in 
Afghanistan fran 1973, det stora (och enda) 
standardverket om Amanullahs misslycka- 
de forsok att modemisera det afshanska 
stamsamhallet, beklasar sis Leon B Pool- 
lada. amerikansk diplomat och statsvetare, 
over den bristfallisa litteraturen i amnet. 
Dels finns mycket lite kallmaterial bevarat 
i Afghanistan. (Efter Amanullahs fall var 
bans namn tabu och dokumenten fran hans 
reserini^stid ansass vardelosa. Poullada 

w w* w 

tvingas bygga mycket av sin studie pa 
muntliga informationer och brittiskt un- 
derrattelsematerial.) Dels finns s§ gott som 
inga litterara beskrivningar av den har pe- 
rioden, och de som existerar ar andra- 
handsreferat. 

Men faktum ar att det finns inte mindre 
an tva svenska bocker som var och en pa sitt 
satt vore varda hedersplatser i Poulladas lit- 
teraturlista. Det ar Aurora Nilssons 
Flyktenfrdn harem 1928, en sjalvbiografisk 
skildring av en kvinna som var gift med en 
afghan och bodde i Kabul 1926-28. (Jag 
har skildrat hennes liv i min roman 
Gryningsflickan 1986.) Och det ar Paul 
Mohns Resa till Afghanistan fr^n 1 930. 

Mohns bok ar en klassiker bland sven- 
ska reseskildrinsar. Den hor dessutom till 
det basta som skrivits om Afghanistan ock- 
sk sett i ett internationellt perspektiv. Den 
har lange varit s^ gott som omojlig att upp- 
bringa antikvariskt, och biblioteken har i 
vanlig ordning rensat ut den tillsammans 
med andra "for^ldrade" reseskildringar. 

Nar den nu ges ut p^ nytt ar det en stor 
litterar handelse, som dock loper uppenba- 
ra risker att gk den icke Afghanistan-in- 
tresserade allmanheten forbi. Det ar Svens- 
ka Afshanistankommitten som svarar for 



nyutgivan. en print on demand-upplaga 
dar texten scannats in fran originalet och 
bildmaterialet utokats med unika fotogra- 
fier fran det afshanska hovet vid sekelskif- 
tet. (Tyvarr har dock den utmarkta kartan 
fran 1930 uteslutits.) 

Gunnar Jarring, som sjiilv var i Af- 
ghanistan nagra ar efter Mohn. skriver i sitt 
forord till boken att det ar "ofattlist att den 
inte blivit oversatt till de stora europeiska 
kulturspraken". Ja, den hade kunnat fa stor 
betydelse inte bara for omvarldens bild av 
Afshanistan utan ocksa for afshanerna 
sjalva. 

Lysande berattare 

Mohn anlander till Afshanistan en het 
sommardas 1928 efter en lans tasresa se- 
nom Sovjetunionen. "Mitt bagage omfatta- 
de tv^ unicahandvaskor om 40 kilo, dar 
frack, smoking, lackskor och andra nyttiga 
foremil av samma slas toso en forsvarlis 
plats", skriver han. Han fick sannolikt ing- 
en anvandning for dessa persedlar. 

Han fardas soderut till hast, ovemattar i 
karavanserajer, tar sig over bergspassen i 
Hindukush och nkx sk sm^ninsom Kabul. 

w 

Runt omkring honom jaser missnojet med 
Amanullahs reformer. I oster har shinvari- 
stammama rest sig. Frin norr narmar sig 
"rovarhovdingen" Bachha Saqqaos styr- 
kor. Kunsens fall ar en tidsfrisa. 

Mohn ar en lysande berattare, medryck- 
ande, insiktsfull, uppmarksam p^ allt, med 
blick for landskapets egenart liksom for det 
manskliga vardagslivets detaljer. Han ar 
val insatt i historien och samtidsskeendet. 
inklusive de etniska gruppemas och stam- 
mamas sociala struktur. 

Alira bast ar han kanske nar han ^terser 

w 

sina egna resestrapatser p^en stilfull prosa 
som, med Fredrik Books ord i Svenska 
Dagbladet, "livas av en torr men verk- 
ningsfull humor". Jan Myrda! kallar ho- 
nom i sin egen Afghanistan-bok for "las- 
vard", ett hogt betyg for att komma fr^n 
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den katedem. 

Man kan t^laga 
att Mohn inte lat sin 
litteriira beg^vning 
blomma ut i fler rese- 
hocker. Rem till Af- 
ghanistan ar bans en- 
da forsok i genren. 
Efter bans dod 1957 
utgavs memoarboken 
Kmmeiurer i tidens 
marginal och ban 
skrev bland annat 
ocksS en Handled- 
ning i utrikespolitik, 
men bans liv och ar- 
bete i diplomatins ocb 
politikens tjanst hade 
utan tvivel kunnat ge 
stoff till mycket. 

Fodd 1898 som 
son till pastom i fran- 
ska reformerta for- 
samlingen i Stock- 
holm utbildades han 
utomlands och i Uppsala, och hann arbeta 
som turkisk tolk innan han pSbSrjade en 
siingrande diplomatisk karriar som via am- 
bassadema i Paris och Rom bland annat 
ledde till insatser i intemationellt hjalpar- 
bete, anstallning som rSdgivare ^t ame- 
rikanska regeringen, uppdrag i FN:s 
Palestinakommitte och i overvaknings- 
kommissionen i Korea. Pa 50-talet bfev 
han kand som skapare av "Mohnplanen", 
en strategi for u-landsbistSnd som dock al- 
drig realiserades. Han van skriver Jarring, 
en "loshast" i den svenska utrikestjansten. 

Vfttn© tttl reformaf betet 

Han kom alltsS till Afghanistan i en bety- 
delsefull brytningstid. Han blev Ssyna vitt- 
ne till Amanullahs reformarbete och berat- 
tar utforligt om den nya konstitutionen, om 
utbildningsreformer och bynikratiska ny- 
ordningar, om tuliar och skatter och euro- 
peiska handelsfbrbindelser. om fabriks- 
projekt och jamvagsforbindelser, om p^- 
bud gallande ambetsmannens kladsel och 
kvinnomas slojor. Bitvis ar han rentav mer 
valunderrattad an Poullada. vars forteck- 
ning over Amanullahs refomier upptar nio 
boksidor. 

Bland annat redovisar han imponerande 
siffror fr^ undervisningsministeriet: "Icke 
mindre an 322 folkskolor och 22 hogre la- 
roanstalter hade grundats under fyra hr 
jamte ett gymnasium, ett franskt lyceum 
och en tysk realskola. Dessutom en polis- 
skola, en musikskola och en vavskola. 
Skolbaroens antal hade pa tre dr stigit fran 
19.000 till 51.000 i folkskoloma och till 
4.600 pa det hogre stadiet. Till utiandet 
skickades 151 elever for fulibordandet av 
sina studier. Vidare utbildades 630 larare 
for folkskoloma och 100 for fortsattnings- 
skolor..." ' 

Han kan ocksd ge unika referat frin 
,,,4ip^nullahs forelasning i oktober 1928, 




kungens narmast patetiska anstrangningar 
att in i det sista, med upproret knackande 
pa dorren, som en folkbildare ikladd "city- 
dress", eller som den landsfader han inte 
var, forsoka lara folket att forsta sitt eget 
basta. "Nar konungen borjade redogora for 
sitt digra reformprogram stod hovministem 
pa fotstegen till talarstolen med en valdig 
laderportfolj, ur vars rymliga innandomen 
han fiskade upp det ena papperet efter det 
andra..." 

Stort uppseende vackte det, nar drott- 
ningen pa sin gemdls uppmaning avtog 
slojan och for forsta gangen "prisgav sitt 
vackra ansikte at sina hapna undersatars 
blickar". (Ocksa Poullada namner Ama- 
nullahs forelasning. I brist pi andra kallor 
tvingas han darvid stodja sig p§ tvS tele- 
gram fran brittiska ambassaden i Kabul till 
UD i London och en anteckning fr§n brit- 
tiska underrattelsetjansten i Indien.) 

Men Mohn kunde ocksS iaktta reaktio- 
nema pi kungens enmansrevolution. Som 
en kail vindil erfor han det vaxande miss- 
nojet fran religiosa och andra krafter. inte 
minst muslimska mullahs och statliga tjan- 
steman som sag sina personliga positioner 
hoias. 

Bestickande paraileller 

Det som gor Mohns beskrivning - och over 
huvud taget studiet av AmanuUah-perio- 
den - intressant i dag ar som jag inled- 
ningsvis antydde de bestickande parallel- 
lema mellan handelseutvecklingen pa 20- 
talet och skeendet i Afghanistan femtio ;\r 
senare: Kommunistemas statskupp 1978, 
Taraki-regimens reformer (egentligen in- 
ledda redan under Daoud nigra ar tidigare), 
missnojesreaktionema. det muslimska 
motstindet, stammamas uppror, nationens 
kollaps. 

Likhetema upphor naturligtvis i och 
med den sovjetiska interventionen (ingen 



Kung Amanullah 
och drottning 
Sureya, som pd 
sin gemdls upp- 
maning avtog 
slojan och for for- 
sta gangen "pris- 
gav sitt vackra an- 
sikte at sina hapna 
undersatars blic- 
kar" .Nagot Paul 
Mohn bevittnade. 



kom till Ama- 
nullahs undsatt- 
ning), men i mot- 
stindet mot ryssar- 
na och deras ideo- 
logi starks stam- 
mamas och religio- 
nens position, cen- 
tralmakten (upp- 
ratthillen av ocku- 
pationsmakten) 
vittrar sender, och i 
samma ogonblick som ryssama retirerar ar 
vi tillbaka i det vakuum som uppstod 1929, 
di forst en tadjikisk upprorsledare grep 
makten i Kabul (jamfor Massoud) och se- 
dan pashtunema Stertog den (jamfor tali- 
banema). 

Nu ska man inte fora den bar sortens re- 
sonemang for Idngt. Jamforelsema haltar 
dessutom bar och var. Och historien upp- 
repar sig som bekant aldrig. Men just efter- 
som Amanullah misslyckades med att for- 
andra de grundlaggande forutsattningama 
kunde "samma" drama spelas upp en ging 
till, den bar gingen dessutom med utlandsk 
inblandning och modema vapen, vilket gi- 
vetvis forviirrade konflikten. 

Borde forankrat sina ideer 

Mohn och Poullada ar pSfallande ense om 
en rad slutsatser. Amanullah var for naiv, 
for otilig och i synnerhet for svag. Han 
saknade politisk insikt, han gjorde felakti- 
ga prioriteringar och forodande missbe- 
domningar. Han overskattade sin egen for- 
maga och medborgamas mognad samtidigt 
som han underskattade stammamas regio- 
nal slagkraft och de muslimska ledamas 
inflytande. 

Han borde ha forstarkt armen, forankrat 
sina ideer i en bred folklig bas (eller i varje 
fall i nagon sorts bas) och forst darefter in- 
lett reformarbetet. Det sager sig sjalvt att 
man inte forvandlar ett medeltida samhalle 
genom att stifta lagar om att mannen ska 
biira kostym. stiirkkrage och hatt. I synner- 
het inte i Afghanistan. 

Hur som heist kan man inte gora revolu- 
tion uppifran. Som Mohn formulerar det: 
"Det ar omojligt att gora ett folk lyckligt 
mot dess vilja." Det fmns inga genvagar till 
framtiden, det bar afghanema fitt erfara 
viirre an kanske nigot annat folk i vir tid. 

Tomas Lofstrom 
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Varje Sr dodas eller lemlastas 26 000 manniskor av 
personminor. LSngt efter att krig avslutats ligger de 
kv^ 8Qm hinder fdr|DMirukoch handel. m&n^g 
startar en tre veckor ISng konferens om personminor i 
Oslo. Over 1 00 lander deltar. MSIet for konferensen ar 
ett totalforbud nnot personminor. Redan p&gSr en de- 
batt om hur detta ska genomfdras. 
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Finskt undantag. 

Sverige och Fin- 
land gSr i otaki 
nried varandra d5 
det gallnr at! (6r- 

bjuda anvandning- 
en nv Inndminor 
for riPl oqna (or- 
svnrol 

Mi';lor Pnnvo I ip- 
potion vill lia olt 
undantag for Fin- 
Innd med ricss 
langa landgrans 
osteriit. 
Utspclel kom i 
samband med 
Nordiska rSdets 
sakerhetspoliliska 
konferens i Hel- 
singfors. Del bety- 
der all Sverige. 
som i decomber 
tolallorbjod l.mrinii- 
iior, och Finland 
vnl|or olika minpoli 
lik lor del egna 
landet. 

Enligl Paavo Lip- 
ponen kan ett in- 
lernationelU Wfbud 
mot landminor inte 
bli totalt. Det m&s- 
te bli mdjiigt att go- 
ra undantag. (TT) 



Kriget i Afghanistan ar over 
sedan dtta &t tlllbaka. Ryk- 
ttngar vSnder tillbaka. Men 
det ir tnte slut pd iidandet. I 
krigets spdr ligger fdrrSdislHi 
minor utspridcta over stom 
omdklMi. 

Mfinp lar i^ var 4# ir si- 
kert att rdra imtmm-0ifsmii 
hcUt, varsom^^I»ri«|]^k- 
an sli till. £)ie^ ««r itiinoma 
spritts ut kan li^jen saga med 
sakcrhet. 

- De iterartvinds och saljs i 
bararer, si minkartor kan man 
gl5mma, sager sjukgymnasten 
Ann-Mari Thors^n som 1986 
till 1990 arbetade p4 tvi sjuk- 
hus i Pakistan strax utanfor 
Afghanistan, di kriget p4gick 
i grannlandet. Cirka 25 pro- 
cent av de skador som be- 
handlades pS dessa sjukhus 
var minskador. 

En kvinna kan forlora ett 
ben nar hon bar vatten till sitt 
hem. Bam hittar n&gra rolip 
Icksaker formade som vingar, 
men pl5tsii^ explodeiar lek- 
saken, som i sjilva verket var 
en fiarilsmina, rakt i ansiktet 
pi dem. 

Minskador stir for fyra av 
fern amputationer i Afghani- 



stan. Vart femte offer i varlden. 
ar under 14 it. I Af^phanistan 
sker det 20 till 25 mmolyckor 
varje dag, enligt Svenska Ag- 
huiistankommitten. 

- Den vanliga av 
minskador ar att ena fe^t 
spranps bort, men Sx inte 
Qvanhgt att aven iiaiftlivetiF 
licatsprangt ho$ fi^. Minor 
led^ ocksi m 
m&imit ip^kaH^ 
och mmi'^ i?e- 
rattar iimt-Mari 
Thorsfei. 



sonliga tragedier, men mine- 
ringeh Mr odc^ betydelse i ett 
vidare perspektiv. Mjtvpit4>le- 
matiken gor det svirt mr Un- 
der i tredje varlden att bygga 
upp en h&Ubar ekon(»ni och 
handel. Vagar ar minerade' 
Itogt efter krigen slutat och 
Wmfiiax en &terupplmgmad 
av handelsf&rbittdels^ Ett ex- 



I mer an 60 
lander fmnsannu 
minor kvar. De 
fiesta finns i tre- 
dje varlden. De 
fern varst drabba- 
de landema ar 
Afghanistan, An- 
gola, irakiska 
Kurdistan, norra 
Somalia och 
Kamfoodja. I 
m&nga av dessa 
lander rSder brist p& livsviktigt 
vatten. Mineringen av bevatt- 
ningssystem gor livssituatio- 
nen ytterligare komplicerad. 

Det ar naturligtvis stora 
manskliga forluster och pcr- 



'* Han satte sig ned vid kalian med kanvas- 
vaskan i knat. Minan chockade honom. De 
hade tackt over den med belong. De hade 
lagt sprangSmnet dar och sedan smetat vit 
belong over den for att doija dess mekanism 
och vllken styrka den hade. Det fanns ett na- 
ket trad cirka fyra meter bort. Annu ett trad 
cirka tio meter bort. Tvi minaders gras hade 
vuxit dver betongklumpen.** 



Ur Den engelske patienten av Michael Ondaatje 



empel i Afghanistan ar han- 
delsvagen frin provinsen 
Ghazni till Pakistan som fore 
kriget tog tio timmar. I dag tar 
samma resa flora dagar med 
foljd att jordbmksproduktcr 



inte kan sSljas pi samma sitt 
som tidigare. 

Ateranvimining 

Det vm efter Sovjetunio- 
nens inmioa 1979 som Af- 
ghanistan mineiades, inteba- 
ra av «6^&ica styrkor utan 
sederaleia Sven av regerings- 
trupper for att 
hindra dc egna 
soldatema frin 
att desertera. 
Efter kriget har 
motstindsrorel- 
sen gravt ned 
stridsvagnsmi- 
nor. 

Dot r(3r sig 
med andra ord 
om bide per- 
sonminor, vil- 
ket ar detsam- 
ma som anti- 
personella mi- 
nor, och 
stridsvagnsmi- 
nor. Personmi- 
noma orsakar oftast icke-dod- 
liga skador som kraver ampu- 
tation. De laggs ut manuellt el- 
ler sprids av artilleri over 
storre omrSden och med flyg 
frill luflc'ii. Del ar dessa sodi 



ar de mest forradiska for invi- 
nama eftersom ett ganska latt 
tiyck kan orsaka en stotvig 
som Skadar den som trampat 
pi minan eller splitter som 
sprids till fler personer i nar- 
heten. 



Stod for minforbud 

Det ar personminor som 
stir i centrum vid konferensen 
i Oslo dar 1 GO lander kommcr 
att delta. Redan forra hostcn 
inleddes Ottawa-processen ef- 
ter initiativ av Kanadas utri- 
kesminister Lloyd Axworthy 
som bjod in nationcr som var 
for ett totalforbud mot per- 
sonminor till ell mote. Milct 
ar att i decembcr i ir under- 
teckna en konvention om ett 
totalforbud. 

I dag har redan 107 lander 
givit sitt st6d till Ottawa-pro- 
cessen, men annu Finns ett 30- 
tal lander som ar emot ett to- 
talforbud, cxempelvis Fin- 
land, Grekland, Kina, Ryss- 
land, Indien och Pakistan. 
Finland vill ha ett undantag pi 
grund av sin linga landgrans 
fislorut mot Rys.sland och USA 
har la/atom uiidanLog 




(5) 



Bild: JASON REEtyREUTEfS 

Afghanska minskadade ser pi nar en kamrat gir pi sin protes med hjitp av kryckor pi Internationel' 
la Roda korsets ortopediska centmm i Mazar-i-^jiar{f { no[ra Afghanistan. Mer an 5 000 krigsoffer, flj' 
^rbceni under 20 ir, har behandlats och Jitt-proteserf}ir sedan. 1991. . 
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civila langt efter 




slut 



Avcii dcssu liinder koiniiii-'r 
clock att delta i Osio-kotilc- 
iciiscn som obscrvatiirer. USA 
har lidigare sagt ncj till totul- 
i'lirbud, men ansloi big den 18 
augusti till Otlawa-processcii. 

Sverige intorde i deceiiiber 
fiirra arel forbud mot landmi- 
nor, iivcn om forsvarsledning- 
cn och OB Owe Wiktorin hiiv- 
dadu att minor behiivdes for 
att forsvara det vidstrackta 
Sverige. 

- jag tror sakcrt att svenska 
armen kan liandskas med mi- 
nor, men med tanke de svci- 
righeter som firms att kontrol- 
lera forsaljningen kommer mi- 
nor att fortsatta skada civila 
mSnniskor under l&ng tid, sa- 
ger Ann-Mari Thorsen som 
noppas att minkonferensen 
ska leda fram till ett totalfdr- 
bud mot produktion, forsalj- 
ning och anvandande av per- 
sonminor. 



Drivs av afghaner 

Koiifereiiseii giiller Iraniti- 
den, men det finns ocksii pro- 
jekt som handlar om att roja 
minor och rehabilitera min- 
skadade. Det iir ett oiindligt 
arbetc. FN:s inest oiiiCattaiidc 
arbelc bedrivs i Afghanistan. 

FN bidxar med resurser, ut- 
bildning och teknisk r^dgiv- 
niiig. Siiilva minrojningen ut- 
lorb av aCghansk personal, 
2 600 personcr som arbelar 
med livet som insals. Med ine- 
lalldeleklorer som de sveper 
IVaiulor sig undeisokei tie 
iiiarken centimeter lor centi- 
meter. Nar detektoren giir iit- 
slag miiste dc soka lor hand 
och iorsiktigt kitnna cftcr med 
en kniv i markcn. Mekanisk 




linns i dag cn rad mindrc pro- 
tesverkstiidur i laridct. 

Forutpm den bistindshjiitp 
som finns f^r befolkningen li- 
ta till sin egen kapacilet och 
sanimanh^lining. 

- De resurser som finns iir 
miinskiiga resurser, fiirklarar 
Ann-Mari Thorsen och beriit- 
tar om familjemedlemmars 
fantastiska formiga att ta 
hand om varandra. 

- Det fanns alltid dubbelt sk 
mdnga personer som patienter 
i sjuksalama. De anhoriga sov 
under eller bredvid sangama 
och lagade mat &t patientema. 



BiW: JASON REED/REUTERS 

En grupp afghanska pojkar Ateramander ammunltionslidor som anvants under afghanska in- 
bordeskriget, men nu blivit vattenbehillare. 



minrdjning ar dyrbar och got 
ofta marken obrukbar for od- 
ling efter&t. 

For att undvika att mannis- 
kor skadas av minor har ock- 
sei informationsarbete inletts. 
Det handlar om att lara af- 

thanska bonder, skolbarn och 
vinnor hur de ska upptacka 
minor och undvika faror, men 
ocksd rapportera fynd av mi- 
nor sii att omriidet kan rojas. 

l-or dem som redan drab- 
bats bedriver bland andra 
Svenska Afghanistankommit- 
ten och Intemationella Roda 
Korset handikapprehabilite- 
ring i Afghanistan. Principen 
iir minimal svensk eller viister- 
liindsk personal. Istiillet ska 
sjiilva verksanilieten drivas av 
ulgliaiier. 

- Vi ser oss sjiilva som till- 
lalliga glister Alghanerna ska 
losa sina problem sjiilva, men 
vi stiiller resurser till forfogan- 
de, lorklarar Afghanistan- 



Oslo-mote om personminor 



P& mdndag i nasta vecka tnleds fdrhandiingama om ett forbud 
mot personminor i Oslo. 




Trampminor 

Gbmda under marken 
och loser ut ndr man 
trampar pa dem. 

Spiittermlnor 

Goms ovanlor 
marken och loser ut 
med snubbeltr^d. 
Orsakar splltter- 
skador 

Riktade splUterminor 

Forsta laddnlngen 
slungar upp minan i 
lullen, dar den 
exploderar. 



Typskador av personminor 



Sprang- 
skador pS 



Oftast 

amputation. I och 



2. 


3. 


Splltter- 


Skador pi 


skador 


hander och 


pi over- 


i ansiktet 


kroppen. 


efier lek 


armarna 


med minor. 


och 




huvudet. 





Da skadas persona 




Jordbruksarbete/ 
hamta valten 20% 




Typskada 2 
SptitteF' 
skada 50% 



Andra icke-rrtiiitclra 
aktiviteter38% 

KMclrM<ii«llonN»BedilMi»l(Mrimlll»t . , 



Typskada 1 
Skada30% 




Typ- 
skada 3 
Skada 
vidhand- 
havande 
5% 
Gkt 6] att 

bestdmma15% - - 



kommittens forbundssekrete- 
rare Peter Hjukstrom. 



Protesverkstader 

I dag driver organisationen 
tre handikappienabilitering- 
scenter i lanaet dar bland an- 



dra minskadade ges sjukgym- 
nasttraning. 

Redan nar Ann-Mari Thor- 
sen arbetade med minskadade 
fanns enkla protesverkstader 
dar inhemsk personal tillver- 
kar proteser av material som 
finns i landet. P& samma sfitt 



utblick 



Ingela Rutberg 




Bild: PATRICK DENOIRMONT/REUTERS 

Minrojare tacker over minor, raketeroch bomber innan de ska forstoras utanfor 
Kabul den 26 oktober forra iret som ett led i det minrdjningsprojekt som Afghan 
Technical Consultant driver. Gmppen har forstort cirka 50 000 bomber och mi- 
nor sedan 1995. 




Bild: PATRICK DENOIRMONT/RELTTERS 

Sedan minrojningsgruppen tackt over minor, raketer och bomber forstors alltihop 
i en e)^<xsion utanfdr Kabul. . 



Svertska 

Afghanstan- 

kotnmitten 

1980, kortetter 
den sovjetiska in- 
•vaslonen av At- > 
ghanistan, biklia- 
des SAK. Syftot - 
varattsUWigkdet 
;afghansicB foBoBls. 
'^l«eiinp<6rHiiAlo-:;^> 
nelK oberoende<< 
och genom opt';- 
nionsafbete ar- " 
beta fifr alt Sov-' 
jet skulle Idmna - 
Afghanistan. 
WSsten dfirefter . 
startades Insam- 
llngsarbetettni 
Svenska Afghani- 
stanhjAlpen fSr 
att ge dem som 
fanns kvar i lan- 
det humanitar 
hjalp. 

I dag har SAK en ; 
Arsbudget pd 60 
tM 65 tniljoner 
kroner, dSr den 
stdrsta delen ut- 
gdrs av medel 
frSn SIDA, EU 
och FN. Endast 
sex till sju pro- 
cent utg6rs av bi- 
drag frSn prlvaf- 
personer. 
SAKhartrestora 
regionkontori Af- 
ghanistan och 
driver tre handl- 
kapprehat>ilite- 
ringscenter. 
Dessutom stbder 
SAK flickers ran 
till utbildning ge- 
nom att ge bWrag 
till iararl6ner, fOr- 
fatta larobdcker 
och driva en 18- 
rartiOgskola I lan- 
det. 



Fprtsatt dodligt spel 




For bara nigra' fa manader sedan 
sig den strangt islaniitiska re- 
gimen i Kabul narmast oover- 
vinnelig ut. Talibanerna, som 
erovrade huvudstaden Kabul i 
September forra aret, hade 
overraskande snabbt tagit kon- 
troll over storsta delen av landet. 

Wall Street Journal antydde darfor i slutet 
av maj att det klassiska "stora spelet" om 
Afghanistan - i vilket regionala stormakter 
som Ryssland, Iran och Pakistan aktivt del- 



Forhoppningarna om fred var kanske aid- 
rig helt realistiska. Nu framst^ de som 
krossade. The Times rapporterade i gkr att 
den nordliga alliansen, ledd av general Ah- 
mad Shah Massoud, nu forbereder vad man 
hoppas blir den slutliga attacken mot Kabul. 
Samtidigt star det alitmer klart att talibaner- 
na misslyckats med att vinna folkets hjartan. 

Kampen om makten i Kabul konmier dar- 
for att intensifieras under de kommande 
veckorna. Det dodliga spelet om Afghani- 
stan ar langtifran slut. 



tar genom att stodja olika afghanska grup- 

peringar - nu narmade sig sitt slut. Opposi- Afoh;5m\t;^n hlir Pmirat^^v^ 
tionsstyrkoma i den norra delen av landet ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^iilii dl^y^^ ^ 

framstod namligen som chanslosa mot de Afghanistans islamistregim har and/at landets 

gudomligt inspirerade talibanerna. "Oavsett ^ ^H^^^'^ '^^^ ^'^^ ^y'^tu^ emirat Det inne 



vad man tycker om dem, sa ar talibanerna 
de spelare som ar mest kapabla att. etablera 
fred i Afghanistan i detta ogonblick i lan- 
dets historia", skrev tidningen. 

Afghanistan har inte varit under ett enat 
styre sedan den konmiunistiska kuppen 
1978. 1 snart 20 ar har landet harjats av krig 
med Sovjetimionen och inbordeskrig. Det ar 
salunda begripligt att manga hoppades att 
talibanerna - hur otrevlig deras teokratiska 
statsdoktrin an ar - atminstone skulle eta- 
blera fred. Det hade kunnat satta stopp for 
de lidanden som pa grund av kriget drabbar 
befolkningen. 



Talibanerna talar 
om f drhandlingar 

AFGHANISTAN. De religiosa 
talibanstyrkorna och opposi- 
tionen utkampade freda- 
gen hdrda strider i ett strate- 
giskt omr^de i ostra Afgha- 
nistan vid gi-ansen mot Paki- 
stan. , . 

Men p^ fredagen fdrde 
talibanemas ledare ocks^ for 
forsta g^ngen frain m5jlig- 
heten av forhandlingar med 
motstdndaralliansen, Det 
gjordes i en utsandning fr^ 
talibanemas Radio Shariat 
pa fredagskvallen, i.vilken 
ledarna erbjod forhandlingar 
med tva av de tre opposi- 
tionsfraktionerna. 

Det ar forsta gangen de 
lattat pa sin harda och ofor- 



bar att landet ska styras av en muslimsk harskare likt schejk- ^ uah- m-j- 

domena i Persiska viken, sade tjansteman pa mandagen. Stats- soniiga nailnmg. Tidigare 
formsbeteckningen andras pa order av talibanernas hogste talibanerna vagrat att 

ledare mulla Mohammad Omar, ocksa kand i miliskretsar overhuvud forhandla med 



1 



Talibanoffensiv norr om Kabul 

Islamabad: Talibanregimen satte i gar igang en omfattan- 
de offensiv norr om huvudstaden Kabul mot oppositions- 
styrkor under ledning av Ahmed Shah Massoud, rapporte- 
rade nyhetsbyran AIR 

Det fanns ingen oberoende bekraftelse pa AIP:s rapport 
som citerade talibanska tjansteman. Talibanerna havdade att 
de vann mark, men andra kallor uppgav att staden Guldarj^ 
fortfarande var i Massouds bander. TT-AFp6v^^ 3! \Q^^P 

FN forsoker aterfora 150 000 
flyktingar till Afghanistan 

Kabul: FN:s flyktingorgan UNHCR har pabor jat ett program 
for att aterfora 150 000 afghanska flyktingar fran Pakistan. 
Det uppgav en FN-tjansteman pa lordagen. 26000 familjer 
omfattades av programmet och de flesta harstanmiade fran 
byar i Azrow och Tehzeen i ostra Afghanistan. 

FN:s anstrangningar att fa flyktingarna att atervanda till 
Pakistan har hittills inte varit framgangsrika. Malet var att 
350000 flyktingar skulle atervanda under 1997, men under 
de forsta sex manaderna beraknas endast 35 000 ha foljt upp- 
maningen fran UNHCR. Inbordeskrig pagar fortfarande 1 fle- 
ra delar av Afghanistan och avskracker manga flyktmgar fran 
att atervanda. tt-reuter tivjls ^/"^ — 



som Amir-ul Momineen (de trognas ledare). tt-afp 

Taliblr/lTltertog 
nyckelomraden 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanska 
styrkor atertog i onsdags 
kvall nagra nyckelomraden i 
Kunar, nordvast om staden 
Jalalabad i Afghanistan. 50 
manniskor hade dodats 
under tva dagars strider i 
omradet. Det uppgav pa 
torsdagen den Pakistan- 
baserade och talibanerna 
narstaende nyhetsbyran AIP. 

Enligt talibanernas tales- 
man hade oppositionens 
anfall mot Kunar slagits 
tillbaka och manga av dess 
soldater dodats. 

De islamiska talibanerna 
intog huvudstaden Kabul for 
elva manader sedan och 
kontrollerar tva tredjedelar 
av landet. Under oppositio- 
nens offensiv har de under de 
senaste manaderna forlorat 
delar av sitt omrade i nar- 
heten av Kabu^jsJ TT-Reuter 



oppositionen om inte de 
tusentals krigsf^ngar som 
halls av den uzbekiske krigs- 
herren Malik Pahlawans q3 
styrkor forstjriges.'^^j | g^AP 



Talibaner till j 

KABUL. Harcfa strider ut- 1 
brot pa tisdagen norr oml 
Afghanistans huvudstad | 
Kabul da talibanerna inled- 1 
de en omfattande attack.] 
Syftet var att driva bort op- ; 
positionsstyrkor fran ettl 
strategiskt omrade, uppgav \ 
soldater och andra som be- j 
sokt omradet. 

Talibanerna satte in ar- 'i 
tilleri, stridsvagnar och : 
flyg i striderna, sade tali- : 
bansoldaten Gul Niaz. | 

Enligt Niaz dog flera tali- \ 
baner i striderna, oklart i 



hur manga. 



/TT-AFP 



Harda strider i Afghanistan 



Ryska graiisst3n:*kor d5dade nio manniskor som illegalt 
forsokte korsa gransen mellan Afghanistan och Tadzjikistan 
natten till mandagen, meddelade gransstyrkornas presskon- 
tor i Dusjanbe. tt-afp 



5/ j> Jfj 



KABUL. Harda strider rasa- 
de i staden Mazar-i-Sharif i 
norra Afghanistan som ar 
oppositionsstyrkornas hog- 
kvarter da talibanstyrkorna 
avancerade in mot staden 
med hjalp av lokalbefolk- 
ningen. Det uppgav oberoen- 
de kallor pa onsdagen. 

Hjalparbetare som ar sta- 
tionerade i staden sade att 
haftiga strider rasade i de s6- 
dra och ostra delama av sta- 
den. De uppgav att taliban- 
styrkorna fick hjalp av lokala 
befalhavare fran milisen 
Hezb-i-Islami, som ar pash- 
tuner, samma folk som utgor 
majoriteten av talibanerna. 



Enligt obekraftade uppgif- 
ter ska ett antal hjalparbeta- 
re ha dodats i striderna. 

Fordon tiUhorande brittis- 
ka, tyska och schweiziska 
hjalporganisationer hade 
srulits och det lokala FN- 
kontoret och hade plundrats, 
sade en hjalparbetare. Alia 
FN- och Roda kors-flygning- 
ar stalldes in under dagen, 
vilket omojliggjorde en eva- 
kuering av hjalppersonal. 

Talibanregimen kontroUe- 
rar tv^ tredjedelar av Afgha- 
nistan. Mazar-i-Sharif ar den 
sista storre stad som fortfa- 
rande kontroUeras av oppo- 
sitionsstyrkorna. . /TT-AFP 
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en skansk hjalte 



yan i noden och en kollegas fralsare fran bodlama 



PESHAWAR 

• - Jag ger aldrig upp, enkelt 
ar det... 

Sidney Petter^CMi, 58, reseby- 
r^annen frin Malmo som blev 
hjalparbetare i det eviga krigets 
Afghanistan, bar gjort det igen. 

I vSras iSddade ban lemiMstade 
bam och kvinnor ut ur en bygg- 
nad i Jalalabad som sprangts i ett 
bombattentat. 

Fyrtio manniskor dog men off- 
ren kunde varit fier utan skk- 
ningens insats. 

Den har gingen har han raddat 
sin arbetskamrat pi Svenska Af- 
ghanistan-kommitt^ns (SAC) 
kontor i Kabul, Abdul Qabir, 35, 
undan bodelns rep. 

Qabir, som tillhor den nu for- 
foljda tadjiska mincmteten, kid- 
nappades av talibai^ma frln Mtt 
kontor och anklagades for spio- 
neri och hogforraderi mot den is- 
lamska staten samt ospecificera- 
de "vapenaffarer". 

Kidnappades 

Dramat inleddes en tidig som- 
marmorgon. 
Sidney Petteisson berattar: 

- Jag var pk kontoret pi andra 
yiningen nar en av vira vakter 
rusade in och sa att Qabir holl pi 
att kidnappas. Jag sprang ned, 
men kom for sent. Bilen gjorde 
en rivstart si gruset yrde. Efter- - 
som gatan ar full av hil si sprang 
jag efter och ropade it dem att 
stanna. Men jag hann aldrig i 
kapp. 

- Vira afghanska vakter hade 
strikta order om att inte slappa in 
nigra tatibaner pi kontoret 
Darfor hade taxiforaren sagt tiD 
dem att han hade ett viktigt per- 
sonligt meddelande till Qabir. Si 
fort han kom ut rusade tvi goril- 
lor ut ur baksatet och slipacte in 
honom i bilen. 

- Jag ikte inrikesministeriet 
odi fids: snabbt fdretiride hos en 
person jag trafCat ti^gare. 

Han forsakrade att sakerhets- 
tjansten inte griper nigon pi det 
sattet och sa att det sakert var en 
privat uppgoreke. 

- Aldrig, sa jag och krivde be- 
sked med en ging. 

Tre timmar senare kom det: 
Qabir var hMktad fdr spioneri. 

- Han har uppenbart plante- 
rats i er organisation och utnyttjat 
sin stallning for att hilla kontakt 




Sidney Pettorsson ar Skanepi^en som raddat Ic^nmn' och bam ur terroms grepp. Och nu aven hfalpt 
en kiril^ga undan taUbanemas arkebuseringspatrulter. 



med Massoud (befalhavare for 
den anti-talibanska alliansens 
styrkor) och formedlat vapen till 
vira fiender, sa den ansvarige. 
Sjalv vamades jag. 

- Vi har anledning att tro att ni 
ar chef for en spioncentral, sa 
han. 

- Samma anklagelse riktades 
mot franska hjalporganisationen 
Avicen och vira kontor utsattes 
for en bry^ hustmdersokning. 

Nervos vantan 

- Eftersom vir hyresvMrd lagrat 
sina saker i kallarutrymmet si 
var det nigra oroliga timmar. Al- 
ia i Afghanistan har ju skaffat va- 
pen under snart 20 ^ av krig och 
koBi^Mes oda. owl de hittat en 
Kalashnikov eller nigra patro- 
ner si skulle det ju lastas pi 
mig... 

- Varje dag besokte jag olika 
ministerier men fick bara undvi- 
kande svar. 

- Samtidigt visste jag att inte 
ens ministrama jag talade med herre tog emot pi kontoret och 
visste vad som Skulle ske med liste upp ur en rapport exaktyad 
Qabir. Dom var bara skrivbord- jag gjort timme for timme sedan 
stahbaner och besluten f attades gripandet afv Qadir. 



av de verkliga men osynhga le- 
dama i Kandahar, 450 km syd- 
vastom Kabul. 

- Tiden var knapp: Om taliba- 
nema forde Qadir till Kandahar 
si skulle han kanske forsvinna 
for alltid... 

- Tio dagar efter gripandet sat- 
te jag efter konsultationer med 
SACs ledning i Peshawar hirt 
mot hirt och gav talibanema ett 
ultimatum. 

- Om inte Qabir friges inom 48 
timmar si kommer allt svenskt 
bistind till Afghanistan att dras 
in,sajag. 

Bevakades 

- Samma eftermiddag fick jag 
besked att folja med en av inri- 
kesministeriets ansiktsldsa che- 
fer'pien"utflykt". 

- Jag togs till ett industriomri- 
de utanf&r Kabul dar den svarta 
tjanstebilen stannade utanfor ett 
foretag som silde begagnade re- 
servdelar till bUar. En elegant 



- Vi har ogonen pi er men om 
ni gor som jag sager si kan pro- 
blemen losas snart, sa han. 

- Kvallen darpi kom en taU- 
ban till grinden och sa att Qadir 
skulle friges nista morgon och 
det skedde. I gryningen dumpa- 
des han framf or kontoret. 

Han hade ingen aning om var 
han hiUits fangslad. 

- Han hade hotats med galgen 
och suttit i linga forhor men 
sluppit tortyr. 

Sidney Pettersson ar belt over- 
tygad om Qadirs oskuld, men 
varfor greps han? 

- Troligen for att han har god 
utbildning och ar starkt kritisk 
till taUbanema. 

Tusentals tadjiker har gripits i 
Kabul de senaste minadema. 
Minga har frigetts efter nigra 
dagar, andra kvarhills uppen- 
bart f 6r utvaxling av krigsf ingar. 
Men Qadir betraktades som spi- 
on och skulle inte sluppit undan 
si har om det inte vore for en 
prindpstark skining. 

BOGUNNARSSON, 
textothfuto 



Okad opiumproduktion slar mot Europa 



f 

* / GENfeVE, SVD 

► Afghanistans opiumproduk- 
tion har okat med 25 procent 
under talibanernas styre, och 
FN varnar nu for kraftigt in- 
flode av heroin i Europa med 
sjunkande priser som foljd. 

FN:s narkotikaprogram 
UNDCP har just presenterat 
en ny studie om opiumpro- 
duktionen i Afghanistan. Efter 
besok i 18 provinser fann man 
att produktionen okat med 25 
procent under 1996 till 2800 
ton. Det innebar att Afghani- 
stan passerat Myanmar som 
varldens storsta producent av 
ravaran som omvandlas till he- 



roin. Halften av varldens he- 
roin har nu sitt ursprung i Af- 
ghanistan, enligt studien. 

Iidfte frkn talibanema 

Nar de muslimska fundamen- 
talisterna, talibanema, tog 
makten i Afghanistan i Sep- 
tember forra aret lovade de att 
hejda opiumproduktionen i 
landet. Men utvecklingen har 
gatt at motsatt hall. Odlings- 
teknikerna har forbattrats och 
produktionen koncentrerats 
till hogt liggande omraden 
med gynnsammare klimat, en- 
ligt studien. 

-Det ar en mycket oroande 



utveckling. Heroinet kommer 
att floda in i Europa, och redan 
nasta ar kommer prisfallet som 
kan foljas av okad efterfragan. 
Omkring 80 procent av allt 
heroin som konsumeras i Eu- 
ropa kommer fr^n Afghanistan, 
sager Pino Arlacchi, nytilltradd 
chef for UNDCP till SvD. 

FN startar program 

Arlacchi forklarar att "kampen 
mot opiumodlingen i Afghani- 
stan nu far nu hogsta priori- 
tet". I november startar FN ett 
program i Afghanistan dar 
bonder far hjalp med alterna- 
tiv odling. Programmet kom- 



mer att kosta nara 130 miljoner 
kronor under fyra Ir. 

NOJda med odlingen 

- Problemet ar att bondema ar 
mycket nojda med opiumod- 
lingen. Och talibanema ar i 
desperat behov av inkomster- 
na. Det ar sv^rt att overtala 
dem att andra sina odlingsru- 
tiner, sager Arlacchi. 

Afghanistan ar ett av sex 
lander som kritiseras for att in- 
te samarbeta tillrackligt for att 
stoppa handeln med droger. 
De ovriga ar Colombia, Iran, 
Myanmar, Nigeria och Syrien. 
Men Afghanistan ar ocksS ett 



mycket fattigt och forstort 
land efter 19 irs krig som hal- 
verat jordbmksproduktionen 
och pressat den Srliga per ca- 
pita-inkomsten till 800 kronor. 

GuNiLLA VON Hall 

Fotnot: I Sverige beslagtogs nar- 
kotika till ett varde av drygt 300 mil- 
joner kronor 1994. Runt 37 procent 
var syntetiska droger, lika mycket 
var kokain och cannabis och 25 pro- 
cent var heroin. Man raknar med 
att 10 procent av all narkotika som 
kommer in i landet beslagtas. He- 
roinets vag till Sverige gSr framst 
via Tlirkiet och Balkan, enligt 
UNDCP (United Nations Interna- 
tional Drug Control Program). 



Terrom okar i Afghanistan 




ma 

PESHAWAR 

# Nar talibanema for ett sedan 
tog over Kabul sk godtog om- 
varlden omvalvningen med bide 
uppgivenhet och forsiktig opti- 
mism. 

Trots oron for den nya radika- 
la islamistiska rorelsen si hoppa- 
des man att det krigsforodda Af- 
ghanistan antligen skulle fi upp- 
leva ett slut pi raden av konflik- 
ter som under nastan 20 ir kravt 
100.000-tals manniskors liv. 

Det blev inte si. 

Istallet har talibanema pi 
minga satt forvarrat situationen. 

Konfiikten har forvandlats till 
ett etniskt krig dar hat och fmk- 
tan i mycket ersatt makthungem 
som drivkraft. 

Talibanema tillhor den domi- 
nerande pashtunstammen och 
tycks fast beslutna att forvandla 
landet till ett pasthtoonistan. 

Stora forluster i militara fias- 
kon i norr har fitt dem att utkra- 
va vedergallning mot "fienden" 
bland ciNilbefolkningen. 

Tajiker. uzbeker och hazaras 
fruktar for sin frihet, kultur och 




jar likna etnisk rensning 



overlevnad: minga av de strikta 
dekret som talibanema utfardar i 
islams nanrn - bland annat den 
totala segregationen av kvinnor- 
na - ar mer pasthunsk tradition 
an tolkningar av islam. 

De forsta tecknen pi en etnisk 
rensning jagar skrack i de mino- 
riteter som lever i talibankon- 
trollerade omriden. 

Vittnesmilen ar for minga for 
att avfardas. 

Mer an 100.000 tajiker har dri- 
vits bort frin sin hem i Charikhar- 
onxriden 60 km norr om Kabul 
och lever nu hos redan tringbod- 
da slaktingar eller pi gatoma i 
huvudstad. 

Flera tusen tajiker och uzbe- 
ker har arresterats under nattliga 
raider och dorrknackningar i 
Kabul. 

Fangelsema ar overfulla och 
talibanema anvander nu gamla 
containers for kuvning och kor- 
tare straff. 

Bistandsarbetama rapporte- 
rar att de nastan dagligen ser 
man tillhorande etniska minori- 
teter foras bort frin huvudsta- 



den hoptrangda pi lastbilsflak 
och bevakade av bevapnade tali- 
baner. 

- Det ar latt att kanna igen 
dem pi deras mongoliska ur- 
sprung, sager en kanadensisk la- 
kare verksam i Kabul. 

De fiesta slapps efter tre till tio 
dygn, misshandlade, ibland tor- 
terade men mest av allt dodsrad- 
da. 

En del har forsvunnit och tros 
ha forts till Kandahar, talibaner- 
nas hogkvarter i sodem, men 
rykten om avrattningar har inte 
kunnat bekraftas. 

Talibanema led svira forlus- 
ter vid erovrandet av Mazar- och 
Iharif, huvudstad i norr, i slutet av 
maj di civilbefolkningen reste 
sig mot dem. Hazaras, som ar 
shiamuslimer, avrattade hundra- 
tals i brutala gatustrider. Lika 
minga dodades nar befalhava- 
ren Mazud lockade talibanema i 
en dodsfalla norr om Kabel nigot 
senare. 

For att undvika ett totalt son- 
derfall har talibanema rekryte- 
rat mer an 15.000 pasthunska 



ungdomar vid koranskolor i Pa- 
kistan och ytterligare 2.000 har 
mobiUserats bland den pasthun- 
ska minoriteten i norr. 

Samtidigt har man valkomnat 
okanda f d mujahedin-krigare i 
sina led och forlitit de pasthuner 
som tjanade den sovjetiska ma- i 
rionettregimen under tio irs! 
ockupation. j 

Pasthunema i Kabul har enats ' 
bakom talibanema av etniska 
skal och de fi intellektuella som 
inte har flytt ar tysta. 

Men de etniska minoritetema i 
norr forblir "gudlosa kommunis- 
ter" i den talibanska propagan- 
dan. 

Det har blivit till ett intensifie- 
rat heligt krig for profeten, islam 
och pasthoonistan. 

- Det star belt klart att taliba- 
nema inte tanker dela makten 
med nigon, sager Rahimullah 
Yosufzai. Pakistans framste Af- 
ghanistankannare. 

Ett vanvettigt dodande hotar 
framover. 

BO GUNNARSSON, text 



metr® 



Afghanistans kulturarv hotat 



Det l&nga kriget i Afghanistan har 
inte bara lagt en stor del av det 
moderna samhallet och dess insti- 
tutioner i miner. Aven betydande 
delar av landets m^ngtusenliriga 
kulturarv haller pk att forstoras. 

- Omvarlden maste ta pa sig ett 
ansvar for att radda Afghanistan 
fran en forlust som pa sikt kan te 
sig annu mera forodande an rase 
rade stader, anser den amerikan- 
ska historikem Nancy Dupree. 
Hon ar en av varldens framsta 



kannaf e av Afghanistan. I manga 
ar har hon varit bosatt i landet 
eller, som nu, i Pakistan. Dar ar 
hon verksam inom Spach, Sall- 
skapet for bevarandet av Afghani- 
stans kulturarv. Hon besoker nu 
Sverige for att bland annat berat- 
ta om hotet mot det afghanska 
kulturarvet och pladera for hjalp 
med att radda det som aterstar. 

Fore kriget hade huvudstaden 
Kabul ett valutrustat museum 
som genom tiotusentals foremal 
gav en bild av de kulturer som 



satt sin pragel pa landet. Afghani- 
stan var den ostra utposten i 
Alexander den stores imperium, 
har bedrevs framgingsrik buddis- 
tisk mission och redan pa 600- 
talet nadde islam hit. Sarpragla- 
de inhemska kulturer var ocksa 
val dokumenterade. 

I dag aterstar bara 20 procent 
av samlingama, sedan nagra ar i 
relativ trygghet pa ett hotell i 
Kabul. Museibyggnaden ar till 
stor del sonderskjuten. 

GERT HOLMERTZ/TT 



Afghanistans 
framtid finns 
hos kvinnoma 



Kvinnopendeln sl4r fram och tillbaka, fram och 
tillbaka. I ena stunden stor frihet, i den andra 
tvang. Sloja p4, sloja av, ut och in pk arbetsmark- 
naden och sa ut igen. Fa lander har som Afghani- 
stan kastats mellan polema, fran medeltid till nu- 
tid och tillbaka igen. De finns som sager att tali- 
banema nu ar pa vag att f ora Afghanistan iter 
till medeltiden. Men de lyckas nog inte. Ingen har 
i langden formatt kuva detta folk, eller skall man 
saga dessa folk, de etniska gruppema ar minga. 

Det talibanema nu gor mot kvinnoma har inte 
stod i Koranen - dar star inget som forbjuder 
kvinnor att arbeta, inget om slojtvang eller att 
flickor inte skall fa ga i skola eller behova avsta 
fran hogre utbildning. 

Men nastan alltid har mannen - se bara pi 
grannlandet Pakistan - haft tolkningsforetradet. 
Dagens talibanska herrar tror sig kanske styra i 
islams namn, men vad ar religionen om inte en 
tackmantel for maktbegar och resultatet av en val 
cementerad patriarkal struktur. 

I forra veckan greps EU-kommissionaren 
Emma Bonino av talibanema. Joumalister i hen- 
nes sallskap hade fotograferat pa en modravards- 
central. Kvinnor far inte fotograferas. Det borde 
de ha vetat och mojligen respekterat, Bonino 
slapptes visserligen efter nagra timmar med en 
ursakt. Talibanema begrep kanske att de hade 
lekt med elden. Bonino ar chef for EU:s humani- 
tara bistind och utan bistand dor folket. 

Hur langt skall de som arbetar i humanitetens 
namn boja sig for talibanska pdfund. Vad skall 
respekteras och vad bekampas? Och ar allt det vi 
finner kvinnodiskriminerande verkligen detta? 
Naturligtvis inte. Familjens roll, kvinnnans roll 
och mannens ar djupt rotade i andra kulturella 
traditioner an vara. Det kulturella gapet gar inte 
bara mellan vastvarlden och Afghanistan, det har 
alltsedan seklets boijan ocksi gatt mellan stad 
och landsbygd, mellan elit och majoritet, mellan 
den hogutbildade urbana kvinnan och bykvin- 
nan. - - - - 

, ■ I' 1 • '. - f • . \ ■ < : ■ : / 

Harforleden gav Nancy Dupree, amerikansk 
historiker och en av vasterlandets framsta 
kannare av Afghanistan, pa inbjudan av Svenska 
Afghanistankommitten en forelasning i Goteborg 
om afghanska kvinnors villkor. Hon pekade pi 
just dessa klyftor inom landet som en av orsaker- 
na till "den oreda som rider," men hon visste 
ocksi att beratta att tiden i flyktinglagren i Pakis- 
tan overbryggat motsattningar. Kabuls kvinnor 
har lart av landsbygdens och tvartom. 

Nar jag nu laser om nya talibanska overgrepp 
tanker jag pi hennes uppmaning till alia hjalpor- 
ganisationer. Ge inte upp - det drabbar bara civil- 
bef olkningen - forsok istallet att med tilamod 
och diplomatisk finurlighet arbeta vidare. Det 
gir, menade hon, eftersom det finns talibaner och 
talibaner - alia ar faktiskt inte si ultrakonservati- 
va som de som hors mest ifrin huvudstaden. Inte 
ar det heller si att flickor och kvinnor utestangs 
frin skolor och arbete over hela Afghanistan. Det 
finns till och med talibanska ledare som sager till 
hjalparbetare: gov vad ni vill - gor det bara inte 
har i Kabul. 

Blundar tillrackligt minga ges kvinnoma en 
Chans och det ar hos dem som Afghanistans 
framtidiinns. Det ar de som skall fostra nasta ge- 
neration och nasta och nasta. Hos dem finns 
nyckeln till forajKiring. 

/ 0// O—'^-f' Monika Tunbdck-Hanson 

.Medarbetare GP s kulturredaktion 
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Radsla for kvinnoma 

'Talibanema oformogna att umgas med motsatta konet" 





• Kan vi fortsatta att ge bi- 
st^d till krigshaijade Af- 
ghanistan trots att taliban- 
regimen forbjuder flicker att 
gi i skolan och landets kvin- 
nor beordrats att h^Ua sig in- 
omhus? 

Nancy Dupree, ameri- 
kansk liistoriker som forskat 
kring Afghanistan i 40 ^, an- 
ser det. 

- Vad vi an tycker och sa- 
ger s^ g^ det inte att l^tsas 
som om talibanema inte 
jfinns. Varken de eller deras 
id6er kommer att forsvinna 
och vi miste trots alia kanslor 
och svirigheter strava efter 
en dialog och gora det basta 
mojhga av situationen, sager 
hon i en interyju med AN:s 
medarbetare i Peshawar i 
Pakistan. 

Kontroversiell 

Pi onsdag kommer hon till 
Lund for att tala pi Folkets 
Hus om det krigshaijade lan- 
dets forskingrade kulturarv. 
Men som regel handlar de 
fiesta frigoma till dr Dupree 
om den alarmerande kvin- 
nosituationen. 

For minga ar hennes isik- 
ter kontroversiella. Hon ta- 
lar om "konsapartheid" men 
vagrar att se skeendet frin 
ett vasterlandskt eller femi- 
nistisktperspektiv. 

- Mer an 90 procent av Af- 
ghanistans kvinnor finns pi 
landsbygden och de har alltid 
levt i burkha och forvagrats 
vad vi ser som ett "normalt 
hv", sager hon. De marker 
troUgen mest positiva foran- 
dringar under talibanema. 
Viktigast for dem ar att det 
anthgen ar f red och det ar lag 




Nancy Dupree, amerikansk 
historiker, fdrmedlar infor- 
mation om de afghanska 
kvinnornas livsvilikor. 

Foto: PETER HJUKSTTOM 

och ordning och kvinnofrid. 

Att halva landets befolk- 
ning getts besked om att hil- 
la sig inomhus anser hon be- 
ror mer pi afghansk och 
pashtunsk tradition an pi en 
extrem tolkning av islam: 

- I Centralasien har man 
och kvinnor alltid levt i skilj- 
da varldar. 

De har accepterat sin roll 
eftersom de inte vet av nigot 
aimat. 

''Befriade slavar" 

-I det patriarkaliska bonde- 
samhallet ar det en hedersak 
att beskydda kvinnoma och 
talibanema, som kommer 
just frin landsbygdens un- 
derklass, anser att man bast 
gor det genom att hilla dem 
bakom husets murar, sager 
Nancy Dupree. 

Hon anser att det segrege- 
rade samhallet inte nodvan- 
digtvis behover vara for- 



tryckande: Storfamiljen ger 
gemenskap och kviimoma 
kan arbeta pi f alten med sina 
man. 

Totalt annorlunda ar det i 
Kabul som tahbanema erov- 
rade for exakt ett ir sedan. 
Har har kvinnor haft mojlig- 
het till utbildning och for- 
varvsarbete sedanl960-ta- 
lets boijan och under den tio 
ir linga sovjetiska ockupa- 
tionen gavs de ocksi en poh- 
tisk roll och utnyttjades i 
propagandan som "befriade 
slavar". De kladde sig vas- 
terlandskt, de roade sig pi 
diskotek som vi och de for 
utomlands. 

""Gudlos dekadans"" 

- Vad som sker nu ar att tali- 
banema forsoker utplina 
vaije spir av "gudlos deka- 
dans", sager Nancy Dupree. 
Det onda skall upp med rot- 
tema och det blir till en kol- 
lektiv bestraffning och ve- 
dergallning som tar sig for 
OSS extrema uttryck. 

Utfallet ar en katastrof for 
alia, bide ekonomiskt och 
socialt. I Kabul lever minga i 
kamfamiljer och kvinnornas 
isolering har bhvit total. 

Rent psykologiskt handlar 
det har om att skydda man- 
nen. 

De fiesta tahbanema har 
vuxit upp pi koranskolor i 
Pakistan och hjamtvattats av 
fundamentalistiska mullor 
som anser att kvinnoma ar 
alltigenom sexuella varelser 
och att deras enda funktion 
ar att stora mannens rehgiosa 
studier. 

- Hill er borta frin dem, 
hill dem inlista si ni inte ut- 



satter er for frestelser, predi- 
kar de. 

Nancy Dupree menar att 
de unsa tahbanema inte har 
en aning om hur man umgis 
med kvinnor och att de ar 
oformogna att tala med sina 
egna systrar, kusiner eUer 
fastrar. De ar radda for kvin- 
nor och radda for sin egen re- 
aktion om kvinnor skulle fi 
gi utan burkha. 

Forandring? 

- VerkHgheten kommer med 
tiden att tvinga tahbanema 
att moderera sin stranga 
kvinnosyn och de strikta kla- 
dreglema nar de bhvit mer 
etablerade. Familje- och 
klanheder ar oerhort viktigt 
bland pashtunema men ge- 
nom att vama om kvinnor- 
nas kyskhet vill tahbanema 
ocksi bevisa att de ar goda 
muslimer. 

- Vi kan mte godta deras 
satt att beskydda men en 
starkare konfrontationshnje 
frin vastvarlden gor det an 
viktigare for tahbanema att 
framsti som de basta av alia 
mushmer, sager hon. 

Ndgra ljusare tecken? 

- Ja, tahbanema har ingen 
enhethg pohtik. Lokala 
makthavare har sista ordet 
och minga ar moderata. 
Darfor kan Svenska Afgha- 
nistankommitten driva hem- 
skolor och ge utbildning it 
30.000 flickor. Det gir fortf a- 
rande att hjalpa och det ar 
viktigt att inte stanga dorren 
definitivt. Det ar en ling pro- 
cess vi har framfor oss. 

BO GUNNARSSON, text 



Massivt samarbete 
for varldens bam 



rikesdepartementet besokt 



- Ar det ntigot som 
lean hjalpa barn i 
Afghanistan sa ar 
det kampanjer som 
Varldens Barn, inte 
FN. 

Nancy Dupree berat- 
tar cm ett av projek- 
ten som insamlings- 
kampanjen ska bi- 
dra till. Nu inleds 
kampanjens arran- 
gemang i 



Trots att regeringarna i 190 
lander undertecknat FN:s 
barnkonvention fornekas he- 
la tiden barnen grundlaggan- 
de rattigheter. Radiohjalpen 
och sju svenska bistandsorga- 
nisationer startade for en vec- 
ka sedan den riksomfattande 
insamlingskampanjen "Varl- 
dens Barn", som nu tar fart 
aven i Skane. 

- Det ar mycket spannande 
att sa olika organisationer 
samarbetar i en kampanj. Det 
ar av storsta vikt att skapa for- 
staelse for utsatta barnssitua- 
tion runt om i varlden, sager 
Jenny Anderberg, Skanesam- 
ordnare i kampanjen, och hop- 
pas pa en rekordstor insam- 
ling. 

De insamlade pengarna ska 
bland annat ga till stod for sex- 
uellt utnyttjade barn i Balti- 
kum, rehabilitering av barn- 
soldater i Liberia, gatubarn- 
sprojekt i Mosambique och 
barnarbetare i Nicaragua. 

I GAZA 

Tva andra projekt som in- 
samlingen och riktar sig till ar 
handikappade barn i Gaza och 
utbildningsmojligheter for flic- 
ker i Afghanistan. 

Kent Harstedt har bland an- 
nat i sitt tidigare arbete vid ut- 



Mellanostern vid flera tillfal- 
len och idag arbetar han bland 
annat for ett fredsinstitut dar. 

I varas reste Kent Harstedt 
till Gaza for att besoka flyk- 
tinglagret Jabalaiya dar Indi- 
viduell Manniskohjalp, IM, dri- 
ver ett habiliteringscenter for 
utvecklingsstorda barn. 

Dar far 24 barn mellan tva 
och tio ar individuell traning 
som innebar nya mojligheter i 
livet. 

- Flyktinglagret med over 
90 000 manniskor ar rena slum- 
men dar ingen stimulans eller 
trygghet fmns for barnen. IM:s 
arbete har ar for de mest glom- 
da manniskorna, de barn som 
inte har en chans och som ar 
varst utsatta. Har har man 
byggt upp fbrskola och yrkes- 
utbildning. De blir aldrig belt 
aterstallda, men far dragliga 
levnadsforhallanden, berattar 
Kent Harstedt. 

Han tillagger att insamling- 
en ar till for att lindra barnens 
nod som i sin tur kan leda till 
att det tands ett hopp om fram- 
tiden. 

- Barnen i Gaza har inget att 
forlora. Det ar fa platser jag 
kommit till som visar en sa ut- 
bredd hopploshet som Gaza. I 
brist pa hopp ar manniskorna 
till exempel beredda att rekry- 
teras till terrororganisationer. 

SKOLA FOR FLICKOR 

Nancy Dupree ar ameri- 
kansk historiker och en av 
varldens framsta specialister 
pa Afghanistan dar hon levt i 
halva sitt liv 

I dag, drygt 70 ar gammal, ar- 
betar hon bland annat som in- 
formationsansvarig at AC- 
BAR, en samarbetsorganisa- 
tion for 50-talet internationel- 
la bistindsorganisationer med 
verksamhet i Afghanistan. 

For dem som ifragasatter bi- 
stand till ett land som Afgha- 
nistan, dar regimen ar emot 
manskliga rattigheter, vill 



Nancy Dupree poangtera att 
det kanske ar dar stodet be- 
hovs som mest. Hon pekar pa 
att Afghanistan ligger mitt i ett 
viktigt politiskt omrade och 
fortsatter kaoset i landet kan 
det spridas i hela regionen och 
stalla tiU stora problem. 

- FN har lovat 133 miljoner 
dollar i stod for Afghanistan, 
men idag har de hittills endast 
fatt en fjardedel av summan. 
Darfor vill jag betona vikten 
av kampanjer som dessa, det 
ar de som ger pengar och effek- 
tivt bistand - inte FN, sager 
Nancy Dupree. 

BYSKOLOR FINNS 

Idag finns inga officiella sko- 
lor for flicker i Afghanistan, 
men talibanerna, fundamenta- 
listiska muslimer, sager att de 
inte har nagot emot utbildning 
for flicker, men att det behovs 
tid innan detta kan inforas. 

- Intresset fokuseras pa slag- 
faltet, inte de socialafragorna. 

Hon betonar att det inte ba- 
ra ar formeU utbildning i att 
skriva, lasa och rakna som flic- 
korna och kvinnorna behover 
De behover ocksa utbildning i 
traditionell halsovard. 

Innan den ordinarie skol- 
gangen aterinfors for bada ko- 
nen drivs sma byskolor med 
hjalp av internationellt bi- 
stand fran bland annat Sveri- 
ge. Lararnas loner far dock by- 
arna sjalva sta for. 

Insamlingen ska paga fram 
till den 24 oktober da den kul- 
minerar i en direktsand TV-ga- 
la: Organisationerna i kam- 
panjen, Diakonia, Internatio- 
nell Manniskohjalp, Luther- 
hjalpen, Radda Barbeb, SOS 
Barnbyar och Svenska Afgha- 
nistankommitten, far alia lika 
stor del av insamlingen. 

Forsta arrangemanget i Ska- 
ne blir nu pa lordag da Roda 
Korset arrangerar en manifes- 
tation pa Gustav Adolfs torg. 

Pia Lobell 

04a<S60 55 89 



Afghanistanrorelsens grand old lady ger inte upp: 

Svik inte flickorna i Kabul 



Av 

TOMAS LOFSTROM 



Det fanns ett litet stenhu- 
vud p4 museet i Kabul, 
bara nigra centimeter 
stort. Pk en maskinskriven pap- 
perslapp kunde man lasa: "Sten- 
skulptur, fran Aq Kupruk (Ma- 
zar), 20 000 f Kr." Ingenting mer, 
men tanken svindlade. 

Vad har hant med stenen frdn 
Aq Kupruk? Jag Mgar Nancy 
Dupree, Afghanistan-veteran, 
engagerad i bistindsarbetet, ak- 
tiv i olika projekt fdrattradda det 
afghanska kulturarvet. 

- Ah, du menar "Daddy's he- 
ad"! sager hon. 

Det var hennes man, arkeolo- 
gen Louis Dupree, som fann ste- 
nen. En gang skuUe han och fa- 
miljen ta den med till USA for att 
stalla ut den. Han fick skriva pa 
en forbindelse dar han lovade er- 
satta afghanska staten med en 
miljon dollar if all den forsvann. 

- Louis var sk slarvig, sager 
Nancy. Jag var valdigt nervos. 
Bamen ocksa. I en fuUproppad 
hiss i New York ropade plotsligt 
var sjuiriga dotter: "Pappa, du 
har val ditt huvud i fickan?" 

Det hade han. Men nu ar "Dad- 
dy's head" forsvunnet. Museet 
har plundrats flera ganger under 
kriget. Attic procent av de ovar- 
deriiga samlingama ar borta. 

1975 reste jag i Afghanistan. I 
Kabul hade jag standigt en liten 
bok i fickan, "A Historical Guide 
to Kabul". Den var tryckt lokalt 
pa daligt papper men skriven av 
en amerikanska som verkade 
kunna allt som var vart att veta, 
Nancy Hatch Dupree. Jag traffa- 
de henne aldrig da, men nu 1997 
mots vi i Malmo. \^ ar hkda tju- 
gotva ar aldre; Nancy ar, vilket 
jag hela tiden glommer, snart 
sjuttiofem. Afghanistan ar till do- 
den sargat av kriget. Det Kabul vi 
alskade finns inte mer. 

Hur stor ar forstorelsen i Af- 
ghanistan? 

- Tvd tredjedelar av Kabul ar 
forstort, sager Nancy. Ruiner, 




A/la/icy Hatch Dupree kom till Afghanistan 1962. Hon 
ar ofortrottlig I sitt arbete for landet 



grushogar. Men vissa delar ar 
oskadda. Och sa ar det i hela lan- 
det. Varst ar forstorelsen i de om- 
raden som bombades av ryssar- 
na. Det ar ocksi dar problemet 
med minoma ar storst, de smk 
antipersonella minoma, "those 
nasty little things", vars uppgift 
inte var att d6da utan att skada 
manniskor, inte minst bam. Men 
ateruppbyggnaden pagan Af- 
ghanema ar ju inga monster. De 
fiesta vill inget annat an att byg- 
ga upp en ny normaltillvaro. 

Nancy Hatch kom till Afghani- 
stan 1962. Dar motte hon Louis 
Dupree, som av en ren slump 
hamnat i landet redan 1947. Un- 
der 1960- och 70-talen arbetade 
de tillsammans i Kabul. Louis 
skrev pa sitt storverk, boken "Af- 
ghanistan", som kom ut 1973. 
Men i och med den socialistiska 
kuppen 1978 tvingades de lamna 
landet. De flyttade till Peshawar. 
Men vid ett tillfalligt aterbesdk i 
Kabul arresterades Louis. 

- Han torterades inte, sager 
Nancy, men han forhordes i fem 
dygn av polisen. De ville komma 



at afghaner som arbetat at CIA. 
"Vilka ar dina vanner?" frdgade 
de. "Tja", svarade han, "Taraki, 
Amin..." Han kande ju alia socia- 
listledama. Det var efter det som 
vi boijade arbeta for mujahedin. 

Paret Duprees rum pa Dean's 
Hotel i Peshawar blev en motes- 
plats for bistindsarbetare frin 
olika lander. Efter Louis dod 
1989 intensifierade Nancy sitt ar- 
bete for Afghanistan, som jour- 
nalist, forskare och radgivare at 
bistandsorganisationema: Af- 
ghanistan-rorelsens ofortrottliga 
grand old lady. Arkeologin och 
kulturarvet ar hennes ena hjarte- 
fraga. Den andra ar kvinnomas 
och de unga flickomas situation. 

- Familjestrukturen har para- 
doxalt nog forstarkts under kri- 
get, i synnerhet i flyktinglagren. 
Utbildade kvinnor i Kabul pa 70- 
talet talade om "family sickness" 
och ville ftigora sig fran den tra- 
ditionella familjestrukturen. 
Men om de verkligen hade lyck- 
ats med det skuUe de aldrig ha 
overlevt. 

Nu kraver talibaneraa, som 



styr Kabul och stora delar av lan- 
det, att kvinnoma ska bara hel- 
tackande sloja, de far inte arbeta 
utom hemmet, flickskolor har 
stangts. Hur ska man se p4 detta? 

- Omvarlden sager: det ar is- 
lam! Talibanema anvander sig 
ocksa av islam, men i sjalva ver- 
ket ar det af^anemas gamla pa- 
triarkaliska regelverk. Delvis 
handlar det om okunnighet: tali- 
banema vet ingenting om varl- 
den. De ar utbildade i konmi^D- 
lor och har aldrig umgatts med 
modema kvinnor. De skrams av 
allt nytt och utlandskt, darfor 
stanger de biografer och musik- 
affarer. De reagerar ocksi, med 
ratta, mot dekadensen och kor- 
ruptionen bland mujahedin. Men 
nar det gSUer kvinnoma ar det 
mer subtilt an sa. Genom att kon- 
troUera kvinnorna visar taliba- 
nema att de ar starka. 

Nan<^ talar ISgmilt och inten- 
sivt. Hon ger en balanserad bild 
av laget, ingenting ar riktigt 
svartvitt. Och hon ar i grunden 
optimist. Men hennes optimism 
hamtar sin naring ur realistiska 
erfarenheter. Hon namner exem- 
plet med "ladbiblioteken", sma 
mobila boksamlingar som fors in 
i Afghanistan av barfotabibliote- 
karier. En av dem ar mullah; han 
har ladan i mosken. Och det ar 
den vagen man miste ga: via in- 
divider, utbildning pa grasrotsni- 
va, goda exempel. Och nar man 
utbildar en kvinna utbildar man 
en hel familj. 

- Vi maste fa folk att inse att det 
ar de som har makten. Da kan de 
i sin tur ga vidare och staUa krav 
och forandra samhUllet. Det sker 
inte over en natt, men om det in- 
te sker nu kommer de unga kri- 
gamas machoideologi att ta over. 
Det finns hjalporganisationer 
som vacklar i den svara situation 
som rader. "Save the Children" 
har lanmat Herat. "Oxfam" har 
hotat att ge sig av. Men vi far inte 
svika nu. Flickoma i Afghanistan 
kan inte vanta. De ar morgonda- 
gens modrar. 

Tomas Lofstrom ar forfattare och 
kulturskribent. 




I skuggan 
av ett kiig 

Afghanistan plundras 
pa sina antikviteter 




Av Mats Lundegdrd 

Hon skrattar latt och g^rna, talar 
livligt. Och and^i talar hon om 
en av vir moderna tids stora 
tragedier, Afghanistans , sonderfall 
och lidande, talibaneraas v^ldsrege- 
mente och just denna dag framfor allt 
om den systematiska plundringen av 
landets antikviteter. 

-Det ar en skam, sager Nancy 
Dupree, amerikanska och kanske en 
av de framsta kannama av Afgha- 
nistan och dess historia. Av vinnings- 
lystnad gor man manniskor historie- 
losa. 

Hon har sett det ske under Sren av 
krig och v^ldsamheter. Hon har sett 
stoldgodset nar det forslats ut ur 
landet via Peshawar i Pakistan dSr 
hon forester ACBAR (Agency Coordi- 
nating Body for Afghan Relief) ett 
bibliotek och studiecenter. Hon har 
erbjudits att kopa artefakter som hon 
sjalv skrivit om i guidebocker och 
kataloger. 

- Man har erbjudit oss foremM som 
jag vet kommer fr§n museet i Kabul, 
berattar hon. Man har begart fantasi- 
priser. Hur ska vi kunna tavla med 
kriminella, internationella antikvi- 
tetshandlare . . . Och ar det fbr 6v- 
rigt moraliskt forsvarbart att handla 
med dessa ting. 

AF6HAN1STAN AR EH land med l^ng och 
fargrik historia. Over dess hogslatter 
och bergspass har handelskaravaner 
och erovringst^g dragit fram fr^n 
historiens gryning, kulturer och man- 
niskor har blandats och forblandats. 
Minnen finns i lager p^ lager, i ruins- 
tader och gravfalt. 

NSr europeiska och amerikanska 
arkcologer under mellankrigstiden 
fick tillst^nd att b6rja grSva efter 
antikviteter fann de enorma skatter. 
Somt fbrdes till museer i Paris och p& 
andra hMl i Europa men mangder av 
ovarderliga fynd samlades i museet i 
Kabul. 

De overlevde den sovjetiska ocku- 
pationen oskadda men nar inbordes- 
kriget borjade bolja fram och tillbaka 
over Kabul inleddes ocks^ brands- 
kattningen av museet. 

- Vi vet att bort^t ^ttio procent av 
samlingarna fbrdes bort, sager Nancy 
Dupree. Man satte ut vakter bevars 
men de koptes naturligtvis upp och 
medverkade smilningom i stoldema. 
Det fanns kopare bSde i Afghanistan 
och Pakistan, hela natverk av smugg- 
lare och handlare med fbrbindelser ut 
i varlden. 

Hon berattar om de rester av sam- 
lingarna som idag finns intakta i 
kallaren p^ ett hotell i stan. De ar 
katalogiserade och under kontroll. 

- Men vi vet inte var den stora 
guldsamlingen fr^n baktrisk tid 
finns, sager hon. Talibanerna sager 
att den ligger sakcr i en kallare under 
nationalbanken men ingen utomst^- 
ende har f^tt kontroUera att det ar 
sant. 

Det handlar om mer an tjugotusen 
guldfbremM frSn tiden kring Kristi 
fodelse som sovjetiska arkeologer 
fann i norra Afghanistan 1978. De ar 
ovarderliga och oskattbara - eller 
var. 

Man vet att hoga makthavare i 



Pakistan sitter pS minga av de fdre- 
mSl som stals frSn museet i Kabul. 
Och man vet att mycket av det som 
fttrsvunnit har bjudits ut pa exklusiva 
konstmarknader i London, Tokyo och 
Geneve. 

- Det finns tillraCkligt m^nga till- 
rackligt skrupelfria manniskor i den 
har branschen och tillrackligt mycket 
pengar att tjana i varje led . . . 

Hon sager att hon har svirt att 
forebr^ de fattigbonder som graver 
arkeologiska platser for att fram 
fomfynd att salja. Men hon kan djupt 
beklaga att de fdrstor utgrSvnings- 
platser for all framtid eftersom de inte 
vet vad de hMler p^ med. 

- Men vi vet att i Al Khanoum 
agerar de lokala pamparna som om 
dessa fbrhistoriska gravfalt var guld- 
fyndigheter. Man sSljer markomrS- 
den till hugade utgravare. Man har 
till och med gravt med lastmaskiner 
har. Resultatet Sr naturligtvis en ka- 
tastrof 

Ai KHANOUM med jattelika fynd frSn 
grekiskt-baktrisk tid, alltsi den pe- 
riod som foljde pa Alexander den 
stores falttSg i Asien (300-talet fore 
Kristus) upptacktes sa sent som 1965 
av franska arkeologer. De startade 
utgrSvningar som p^gick fram till 
slutet av sjuttiotalet. Men sedan kom 
politiska oroligheter och sminingom 
den sovjetiska invasionen av Afgha- 
nistan emellan. Sovjettrupper kont- 
rollerade under mSnga omr^det 
men efter kriget tog frihetskamparna 
over och 1992 borjade den systema- 
tiska plundringen av omridet. Ingen 
vet hur mycket antikviteter som stu- 
nts har men John Hayward skrev fbr 
ett ar sedan i tidningen i Afghanistan- 
Nytt om tusentals fbremSl som under 
aren f&rts ut pa den internationella 
konstmarknaden. 

- Det gar inte att stoppa utfbrsalj- 
ningen av Afghanistans kulturarv, 
konstaterade han. Men kanske kunde 
man bvertala nagon att dokumentera 
vad som har hittats och vart det har 
tagit vagen ... 

■% 
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Hjalpinsamling till bam 

Stor i^ianifestation i MalmoJ morgon 



/ 



malmO 

• Just nu p^g^r Radiohjalps- 
insamlingen Varldens Bam till 
form^ for bam i hela varlden. 
Milet ar 30 miljoner kronor. 

lordag arrangeras en mani- 
festation i Malmo. 

Radiohjalpen organiserar 
kampanjen tillsammans med 
sju svenska hjalporganisatio- 
ner. MeUan 15 September och 
31 oktober avloser olika arran- 
gemang varandra. 24 oktober 
kulminerar kampanjen med en 
direktsand gala i TV. 

Men redan p^ lordag kom- 
mer det forsta av kampanjen 
att markas i Malmo med en 
manifestation klockan 12.00 pi 
Gustav Adolfs torg. Nasta ar- 
rangemang ar en gala med 
Malmo Musikteaters Orkester 
i S:t Johannes kyrka den 3 ok- 



tober. 

Pengama ska bland annat gk 
till rehabiHtering av bamsolda- 
ter i Liberia, till gatubamspro- 
jekt i Mocambique och till ar- 
bete for att aven flickoma i Af- 
ghanistan ska f^ mojhghet att 
gk i skolan. 

Det sistnamnda genom 
Svenska Afghanistankommit- 
tens deltagande i Varldens 
Bam. I veckan ar Nancy Du- 
pree, amerikansk historiker 
som AN skrev om i tisdagstid- 
ningen, har for forelasa. Hon 
ar en av varldens framsta speci- 
ahster pi Afghanistan och 
kampar for de af ghanska flick- 
omas ratt till utbildning. Och 
hon trycker hirt pi hur viktigt 
det ar med insamlingar som 
Varldens Bam. 

DANIEL PETTERSON, text 



Over 6 000 kronor 
till flickskolor 
i Afghanistan 



Utbildningsfragan har hogsta 
prioritet i Svenska Afghani- 
staiikommittens - program. I 
mer an tic ar har utbildnings- 
stod till barn lamnats i hun- 
dratals skolor pa landsbygden. 

Av 150 000 barn och ungdo- 
mar far 25 000 flicker del av 
skolsatsningen, dock en i dag 
hotad disciplin pa grund av re- 
giforandr ingen i landet. 

Ofortrutet arbetar SAK vi- 
dare och haller staUningarna i 
en pressad situation. Skovde- 
kommitten med forgrening i 
lanet har tagit flickskolan Bibi 
Fatima, Baghlan i norra Af- 
ghanistan, som sin faddersko- 



la. De pengar som kommer in 
genom insamlingar gar oav- 
kortat till just den skolan. 

Skovdeboma har antagit ut- 
maningen fran insamlings- 
kampanjen "Forsvara flickor- 
nas ratt till utbildning" Hitin- 
tiUs under aret har 6 119 kro- 
nor lamnats i bossor utstallda i 
butiker och varuhus. Vid se- 
naste tomningen kunde note- 
ras 1 970 kronor, som marke- 
rar ett avslut pa kampanjen. 
Nva bossor har staUts ut med 
fokusering denna gang pa 
Varldens barn. Hostens stora 
radiohjalpskampanj med atta 
hjalporganisationer i forening. 



"Av vinnlngslystnad gor man manniskor 
historielosa", sager Nancy Dupree. 



Talibanregimen beroende av 
lonsamma opiumexporten 

Arets opiumskord, den storsta nagonsin, rullar just over den a^ans- 
ka gransen in i Pakistan. Det som tidigare beskrivits som smuggling 
ar nu reducerat till en fraga om ren transport: Asneryggarna har er- 
satts av lastbilar och pick-ups och det hela sker i det narmaste lika 
oppet som exporten av aprikoser, meloner och mandel. 



Tullama pa den pakistanska sidan tittar 
andra hillet, sager en bistandsarbe- 
tare som arbetar med talibanema i Afgha- 
nistan och darfor vill vara anonym. 

Tv^ ginger, senast i augusti. har de pu- 
ritanska talibanema forklarat all narkotika 
som haram, d v s oislamisk, och lovat att 
vidta itgarder for att forbjuda "odling av 
heroin" liksom all forsaljning och anvand- 
ning av illegala droger. 

Men samtidigt sager man att befolk- 
ningen ar si utarmad att det ar omojligt att 
forbjuda odling av opiumvallmo. 

Fran cannabis till opium 

De har darfor nojt sig med att sli till mot 
det mindre skadliga cannabis med pafoljd 
att minga fattiga bonder bytt groda och gatt 
over till opiumproduktion. 

Under talibanemas religiosa styre gor 
den "Gyllene halvminen", som det laglosa 
granslandet mot Pakistan kallas, verkligen 
skal for sitt namn. 

Sanningen att saga si ar talibanema, 
"Allahs svard", belt beroende av opiumin- 
komstema for att fmansiera sitt krig mot 
den "oislamska" oppositionen. 

De har knappast nigra andra inkomster: 
Tio procents zakat, skatt pi opiumforsalj- 
ningen, beraknas ge uppemot 300 miljoner 
kronor om iret. 

Minga av talibanemas ledare ar direkt 
inblandade i handeln och mycket tyder pi 
att de forsta heroinlaboratoriema redan 
startat sin dodsbringande produktion inne i 
landet. 

Mullah Yarana, en av de mest inflytel- 
serika ledama som ar bosatt i den pakistan- 
ska gransstaden Chaman, anses vara hu- 



vudman bakom ett svndikat som smugglar 
tonvis av heroin till USA och Europa via 
Iran. 

Godkant for "export" 

Lange avvisades anklagelser om inbland- 
ning i opiumhandeln som "antitalibansk 
propaganda".Men trots att rorelsens alls- 
maktige. Mullah Omar, i fjol hostas utfar- 
dade ett dekret som forbjod all bantering av 
opium, si forsvarar man nu ofta hett "ex- 
porten". 

- Sovjetiska bomber och vasterlandska 
vapen har forstort virt land men ni bidrar 
inte det minsta till iteruppbyggnaden, sa en 

- Det ar enda sattet 
for bonderna att 
overleva och de 
skulle gora uppror 
om vi forbjod det. " 

talesman i Kabul nyligen. Vi har inte 
minga altemativ. Bevattningssystemen ar 
forstorda och vallmon ar den tiligaste och 
mest profitabla grodan... 

- Det ar enda sattet for bonderna att 
overleva och de skulle gora uppror om vi 
forbjod det, sa en taliban som jag motte i 
Peshawar. 

Han uppgav att regimen konfiskerat ki- 
lovis av droger och krossat flera syndikat. 

Andra talibaner ar mer militanta och 
havdar att opium ar ett vapen och en veder- 
gallning mot den icke-islamska varlden. 

- Det ar vir egen atombomb, sa en bon- 



de i Kandahar i viras till en australisk jour- 
nalist. 

Ingen tycks bry sig det minsta om att 
miljontals ungdomar i Ryssland och vast- 
varlden forslax as av heroin och att en dods- 
epidemi redan sveper fram over grannlan- 
det Pakistan. 

Sjalva hiller de rent inom de egna gran- 
sema: Afghansk ungdom som missbmkar 
narkotika utsatts ofta for offentligt spo- 
straff. 

Bonder som odlar opiumvallmo tjanar i 
genomsnitt 8.000 kronor om iret och kan 
dessutom fi ut en skord av vete eller majs. 
Det ar tre sanser mer an vad andra bonder 
kan fi ut fran samma areal. 

90 procent i talibanomradena 

Det faktum att slutprodukten heroin stigit 
flera hundra singer i varde anses naturlist. 

- Minga tar risker som rattfardiggor en 
extra stor beloning, har en kommendant i 
Jalalabad sast. 

Omkring 2.500 ton av opium anses ha 
skordats i Afghanistan i sommar, 90 pro- 
cent i omriden som kontrolleras av taliba- 
nema. 

FN har i sommar startat ett projekt for 
att fi de afsanska bondema att odla alter- 
nativa grodor och hoppas att det skall fi ta- 
libanema pi andra tankar. 

- Om inte si drar vi oss ur och liter dem 
sti dar med halvfardiga dammar och be- 
vattningkanaler, sager Angus Geddes, en 
av de ansvariga. 

Rera andra bistindsgivare vantas stalla 
liknande krav. 

Bo Gunnarsson 



Hjalporganisationer hotar lamna Afghanistan 



Garantera ett minimum av 
sal^erliet at vara utlandsl^a 
ocli afghanska medarbetare - 
annars avbryter vi hjalpinsat- 
sen... 

De nordiska hjaiporganisatio- 
nerna staller nu ultimatum till 
talibanregimen som sedan ett 
ar styr i Kabul. 



Vi menar vartenda ord och ar beredda 
att ta konsekvensema och lamna alia 
de omriden som kontrolleras av talibaner- 
na, sager Karin Ahrland, ordforande i 
Svenska Afghanistankommitten (SAK). 

Det ar en ling rad av overgrepp och nya 
dekret frin religiosa fanatiker som lett till 
en ohillbar situation. 

I borjan av augusti fangslades Abdui 
Qadeer, SAK:s kontorschef i Kabul, efter 
en polisraid. Han anklagas for spioneri och 



loper i en extrem situation risken att avrat- 
tas. Tidigare har en av SAK:s lakare, dr 
Salb, gripits av religiosa milisen och ut- 
satts for en pligsam piskning som straff for 
att bans decimeter-linga skagg ansigs va- 
ra for kort. Och tolv medarbetare pi S AK:s 
ortopedtekniska verkstad i Saijadabad som 
greps for samma "brott" stangdes under 
sex timmar in i en oventilerad container dar 
temperaturen lig over 50 grader och gavs 
senare husarrest. 
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Tidtg^ har tva kvinnor, som med myn- 
dighetemas tillstSnd deltagit i en bammor- 
skekurs, hdllits fangslade under fern dygn i 
Laghman-provinsen anklagade for att vara 
"pakistanska prostituerade". 

Peter Hjukstrom Afghanistankom- 
mitten i Stockholm bekraftaratt ocks& an- 
dra hjalporganisationer drabbats av "reli- 
giost godtycke och vanvett". 

I staden Maidan Shar har talibanema ta- 
git 5ver katolska CARE:s tentor oeh gfort 



det till ett fangelse for hela personalen. I 
Ghazni harnorska kommittens verksamhet 
paralyserats: Deras hus har tvi vdningar 
vilket lett till anklagelser om att medarbe- 
tare kunnat se skymten av kvinnor i grann- 
husel... 

MSnga afghanska hjalparbetare har ock- 
si gripits i de massarresteringar som agt 
rum sedan mitten av juli. Lika viktigt ar att 
"Avdelningen for bevarande av sedlighet 
och fSfhindrande av synd" utfardat nya de- 



Fdrddmjukade ta- 

libaner. Sedan 
krigslyckan dter 
svdngt halls ett 
stort antal tali- 
banska soldater 
fdngna av mot- 
stdndarna i den 
Nordliga allian- 
sen, som har i en 
av Ahmed Shah 
Massoud kontrol- 
lerad by i Panj- 
shirdalen, 100 km 
norr om Kabul. 

K)TO: AFP / PRESSENS BILD 



kret som gor det 
helt omojiigtfor ut- 
landska hjalporgan 
att anstalla kvinnor 
for viktigare upp- 
gifter. Det i sin tur 
innebar att man 
tvingas overge alia 
forhoppningar att 
gora en insats for 
landets kvinnor ef- 
tersom det ar strikt 
forbjudet for man- 
liga hjalparbetare 
att ha nigon som 
heist kontakt med 
det andra konet. 

-Vi har under 15 
Srs insatser i 
Afghanistan aldrig 
tvekat om att ge hu- 
manitart bistand 
men detharartotah 
oacceptabelt, sager 
Karin Ahrland. 

De nordiska 
kommitteema ar 
tillsammans med 
FN Afghanistans 
storsta bidrags- 
givare och det irli- 
ga stodet uppgir till 
150 miljoner kro- 
nor. En femtedel av 
detta gSr till omr^- 
den som kontrolle- 
ras av den stortade 
regimen, en verk- 
samhet som taliba- 
nema kraver skall 
upphora. 

Det ar inre oro i rorelsen som tros ligga 
bakom attackema mot hjalporganisatio- 
nema. 

- Ett varldsfr^nvant perspektiv och ra- 
der av forodande militara nederlag under 
den senaste tiden kan fi markliga uttryck, 
sager Peter Hjukstrisn. Moralen sviktar 
och dS ligger det nara till hands att se icke 
islamska organisationer som en kalla till 
oron. 

Bo Gunnarsson 
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Norsk press 

^^^ 4beTl Tirsdag 26. august 1997 3 

Nylig var statssekretaer Jan Egeland i Afghanistan oa 
her gj0r han seg her refleksjoner'om hva det norske 
valget kunne bety for v^r hjelp til a gjenoppbygge landet 
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I krigens Afghanistan har 
en generasjon norske 
skattebetalere og private 
givere reddet mange tu- 
sen menneskeliv. I Kabul 
har jeg sett hvordan 
norskfinansierte mineryd- 
dere sikrer at stadig faerre 
barn fir armer og bein 
sprengt bort. Siden Sov- 
jetunionens brutaie inva- 
sion i 1 979 har Norge vaert 
blant dem som mest ef- 
fektivt har stStt for hSnd- 
fast solidaritet med et fat- 
tig folk i kryssilden mel- 
lom lokale krigsherrer 
stottet av kynlske interna- 
sjonaie krefter. 

Denne intemasjonale solidari- 
teten var nesten alle stolte av 
her i landet den gang da vi had- 
de mindre 
hus, biler, hyt- 
ter, aksjer og 
sydenturer og 
brukte mind- 
re penger 
trygder, pen- 
sjoner og hel- 
sevesen. Men 
i 1997 kan den 
kraftigste nye 
politiske vind 
bU egois- 
mens: La oss 
gi blaffen i at 
vi aldri har 
brukt mer pS 
oss selv, la oss 
ta bort den ene prosenten vi 
tidligere brukte p^ verdens- 
samfunnets fattigste og brake 
ogs4 den p5 oss selv. Carl I. Ha- 

fen scorer tydeligvis poeng pd 
angripe vir hjelp til flyktnin- 
ger ute og hjemme. 



DEBATT 



■Jon Egeland 

stat$sei<retaer 
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Sett fra Kabul fSr 
Fremskrittspartiets framgang 
en belt spesiell valor: bolgen av 
antisolidaritet kommer ikke i 
et land med okende arbeidslos- 
het og reduserte sosiale pro- 
grammer. Vi nordmenn har 
aldri brukt mer pi oss selv ver- 
ken offentlig eller privat. 

A6l0 solidaritet 

Hva vil et gjennomslag for ny- 
egoismen i Norge innebaere for 
Afghanistans fattige? For det 
forste vil en aktiv kraft for fred 
og menneskerettigheter for- 
svinne. Helt siden norsk u- 
hjelp ble initiert i 1954 (mens 
Finnmark ble gjenoppbygd og 
Norge selv fortsatt mottok 
Marshall-hjelp) har vi gradvis 
fStt en intemasjonal innflytel- 
se «som langt overgir landets 
folketall», for 4 sitere FNs vise- 
generalsekretaer Yasushi Akas- 
hi. 

NSr vi leder det neste motet i 
den intemasjonale giverlands- 
gruppen for Afghanistan, vil vi 
foresld en rekke tiltak for i true 
og lokke partene til & stanse 
krigshandlingene og respekte- 
re menneskerettigheter og 
kvinners rett til skolegang. 

Uselvisk 

Demest viUe '<oss selv nok-lin- 
jen» innebaere at de land og 
krefter som onsker fortsatt 
krig, undertrykkelse og kvin- 
nediskriminering blir enda 
mer dominerende i Afghani- 
stan. 

Etter & ha kjert mer enn 600 
kilometer i det krigsrammede 
landet, ble vi sterkt grepet av 
skjebnen til de hundretusener 
av kvinner og bam som gir fra 
vondt til verre fordi det brakes 
s4 mye storre ressurser pS § ri- 
ve ned enn pS i bygge opp. 
Samtidig blir vi stolte over i se 
hvordan uredde og uselviske 



norske hjelpearbeidere redder 
liy og langsomt bygger forso- 
ning og fred. Midt i ruinene sto 
ogs4 afghanske mineryddere 
fram og uttrykte hdp «om at 
Oslo-konferansen i September 
kan skape et internasjonalt for- 
bad mot miner som dreper 
bam og andre sivile-. 

En reduksjon i norsk bistand 
ville umiddelbart medfore at 
minerydding stanser, flyktnin- 
ger ikke fir hjelp tn 4 reise 
hjem og prosjekter som stotter 
j enter og kvinner i og mot et 
fundamentalistisk regime, 
skrinlegges. 

Krav til Talibanen 

Det ville vaere totalt uansvarlig 
dersom et av verdens rikeste 
folk skuUe vende seg innover 
og redusere bistanden til afgha- 
nere, afrikanere eUer palestine- 
re samtidig som behovene ute 
bare oker. Norsk bistand har 
aldri vaert s4 effektiv og si 
fredsrettet som nL Den har ald- 
ri vsert gjenstand for si sterk 
kvalitetskontroll som nL Vi har 
aldri fitt si ofte gjennomslag 
for vixe holdninger overfor 
land og folk som bryter men- 
neskerettighetene. Dermed 
fremmer vi fred og sikkerhet 
ikke bare for sdrbare mennes- 
ker i frontlinjene, men ogsi for 
oss selv. 

Til og med Taliban-styret i 
Kabul er sSrbart for norsk 
press pi vegne av det intema- 
sjonale giversamfunn. Vi vil 
Oremerke hjelpen til i starte 
jenteskoler, gi kvinner rett til 
arbeid og til 0kt respekt for 
rnenneskerettighetene. Samti- 
vil vi synge ut mot de kref- 
ter som vil fortsette krigen og 
undertrykkelsen. Hadde vi re- 
dusert vir bistand, ville vi ikke 
hatt innflytelse. Den som er seg 
selv nok, er fattig. 



Opproret 
ulmer 
mot Taliban 




For ett ar siden ble den 
af ghanske hovedstaden 
Kabiil erobret av den 
fundamentalistiske 
Taliban-militsen. BT har 
reist i militsens fotspor, og 
turen avslorer at opproret 
mot Taliban ulmer over alt. 

KELP BROKS0 

Nangahar, Afghanistan 

Kjeppene er laget av knallhardt 
rosentre. Pakistanske grensevakter 
lar dem sveipe over afghanske flykt- 
ninger som ikke skynder seg raskt 
nok inn gjennom porten der det vakre 
Khyger-passet munner ut ved gren- 
sen til Afghanistan. Flyktningene 
vender hjem. 

En gang var det 3,2 millioner 
afghanske flyktninger i Pakistan. Na 
er det 1,2 rnillioner. Den skropelige 
freden til Taliban-makthaveme vir- 
ker tiltrekkende. Til tross for nye 
kamper er det i ar en nettotilvekst pa 
10.000 hjemvendte. 

Musikk fbrbudt 

Et odelagt skilt onsker velkommen til 
«Den Islamske Stat Afghanistan», og 
herfra er det 224 kilometer til K^bul. 
Min sjafor Itoq har skrudd av sitt 
yndlingskassetten med iranske kjaer- 
lighetsduetter. Ved forste Taliban- 
sjekkpunkt blir kassettbandet bru- 
talt trukket ut og dingier i den varme 



afghanistan 
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= Taiiban-okkupert 



vinden som girlandere en nidstang 
over musikkuvesenet. 

Talibans omrade dekker na tre 
fjerdedeler av Afghanistan. Musikk, 
teater, video, tv osv. er forbudt. 
Underholdning bremser studier av 
Koranen og f orstyrre den muslimske 
levematen, mener Taliban. 

Langt fremme pa landeveien, et 
snes kilometer nord for Talibans son- 
derskutte, erobrede Kabul, buldrer 
kampene igjen. Nesten hver dag lar 
opposisjonens hap, militaerstrategen 
Ahmad Shah Masud, noen raketter 
terrorisere millionbefolkningen i 
Kabul som han selv matte flykte fra 
for noyaktig ett ar siden. 

Forferdelige historier 

Vi kjorer ut over en trosteslos slette. 
Bare nomadef oik kan ses i horisonten 
med sine forblaste telt, sauer og gei- 
ter Plutselig dukker FN-telt opp, 
atskilt med murer som kvinner kan 
gjemme seg bak. Flyktningleiren Sar 
Shahi huser her 80.000 mennesker. 
Noen har bodd her i fire ar. Andre, 
som 19-^ge Mir Wais, har nettopp 
kommet fra Kabuls usikre miner i 
f orstedene for a finne plass til f amili- 
en. Alle har forferdelige historier a 

fortelle. ToliKo-n 
En gruppe flykt- J-anoan 

ninger samler seg ma Isere 
rundt meg. - Pa mange . j 

mater er det blitt verre 
etter at Tahban har tatt ikke kan 
makten. Det er vanske- -i -i -i 
ligere a finne arbeid Dianae 
fordi Taliban bare ten- seg bort 
ker pa krigen og religi- . , 
0se skoler, sier en bitter ^ . 
mann, for leirsjefen - 
en hoytstaende Tali- ^/S'^^' 
ban-leder med hvit tur- 
ban kommer og legger en demper pa 
samtalen. Fra da av f olger leirlederen 
hvert skritt jeg tar. 

Ogsa da flyktningen Faiz Moham- 
med inviterer inn i privaten til gronn 
te.-H^'n-har hons og geiter gaende v^ 
f ainiliens to telt og er stolt over at en 
av hans fire sonner har 12 drs skole- 
gang. Resten av familien er i samme 
bat som 90 prosent av Afghanistans 
folk. De er analf abeter. 



Tvilsom allianse 

Faiz Mohammed unnskylder omgi- 
velsene og forteller at han for fire ar 
siden hadde stort hus og egen taxi. 
Den ble stjMet da general Rashid 
Dostimis og Masuds styrker kjempet 
om Kabul. har dodsfiendene av 
ren nod innglitt en tvilsom allianse 
mot f ellesfienden Taliban. 

- Heller bo her i telt enn i et hus 
som ikke beskytter mot raketter og 
revere, sier Riiz Mohammed. Han pri- 
ser den danske hjelpeorganisasjonen 
for afghanske flyktninger, DACAAR, 
som i Sar Shahi har sorget for a bore 
brenner der det finnes drikkevann 
uten tyfus- og kolerasmitte. 

Ellers kommer det lastebiler fra 
verdens matvareprogram som sikrer 
hver f amilie litt hvete. Rimiliens reel- 
le Hvsgrunnlag er bamas salg av vann 
til passasjerer i overfylte busser. 

TaUban-lederen gar plutselig, og 
samtaler loper friere. 

-Vi er glad for freden her. Men Tali- 
bans folk ma laere at de bare kan 
regjere med en sentralmakt som ikke 
blander seg inn i for mye. Af ghaneme 
vil ikke akseptere det, mener Fkiz 
Mohammed. 

Modig skoleinspektor 

Na blander Taliban seg i alt. Ikke 

minst med en massiv imdertiykkelse 
av kvinner som Tahban - blant utaUi- 
ge absurde forbud - utelukker fra 
utdannelse. N4 var det riktig nok 
bare noen fa prosent som fikk sjansen 
for ogsa. Like for Tahban erobret 
omradet finansierte EU byggingen av 
Mandrawar pikeskole. Pi innvielsen i 
mai var det flotte taler. Na har den 
statt tom i fem maneden.. 

Skoleinspektor Abdul Rauf tenker 
hoyt modige tanker under turbanen. 

- Den er registrert som pikeskole. 
Jeg nekter a la gutter bruke den. 
EUers vil Tahban bruke det som unn- 
skyldning for a awise j enter. Jeg har 
brukt 35 ar pa a undervise afghanske 
bam. Utdannelse er den eneste sjan- 
sen vi har til a komme videre etter 20 
ars krig. Landsbyen og laereme er 
med meg i presset paTaUban. Jeg tror 
de boyer seg. Ellers vil folk gjore opp- 
ror! 

Hjulpet av fblket 

Provinshovedstaden Jalalabad ser pa 
overflaten ut som for et par ar siden: 
Handelen i de smale gatene blom- 
strer. Her er mat nok p4 hyllene, men 
til priser langt fra alle kan betale. 
Men Talibans hvite flagg vaier na som 

symbol pa den harde 
rehgiose justis. 

Nar morket f aller pa 
i Jalalabad forsvinner 
gatelyset. Byens kino 
med nedbombet tak 
har forbud mot a vise 
film pa den frittstaen- 
de bakveggen. Den sis- 
te khssete indiske 
kjaerhghetsfilmen er 
vist. Teateret er lagt 
ned. Levende og tapet 
musikk er forbudt. 




Mohammed, 
is/c flyktning 



Kl. 20.00 slutter mullahens messe 
fra minaretens femte pliktbonn den- 
ne dagm. Det er den siste meimeske- 
skapte lyden for gneldrende, ville 
hunder:io^'cikadene far stjefnehim- 
meien fear seg selvt > ' - 

«Vi har skaffet dure sikkerhGt», er 
Taliban-muUahenes faste omkved. 
Men ingenier Mohammed Masood ser 
farene: - Afghaneme vil gjore opprar 
mot alle forbudene. Men akkurat na 
nyter folk at de kan trekke pusten 
etter 20 ars kamper... 

Om kvelden spiser jeg middag med 
en Taliban-leder. Mawlawi Zaman 
styrer en av de religiose sjcolene, 
madrasaer, sora klekker ut nyeTali- 
ban-soldater, og ban leder land- 
brukssektoren i Laghman-provinsen. 

Jenter, bare vent ... 

- Taliban er ikke sa ille som Vesten 
pastar, fastslar ban. Jeg spor omTali- 
ban-ideologien bak krigen mot de 
nordlige provinser handler om tolk- 
ningen av Koranen. - Nei, de er gode 
muslimer. Men de har gjort den feilen 
at de har latt seg styre av andre land... 

Mawlawi Zaman hentyder til 
Russland, Iran samt Tadsjikistan, 
Usbekistan og Hirkmenistan som 
frykter atTaliban-fimdementalismen 
slQ^ller inn over deres grenser. Bare 
Pakistan, Saudi-Arabia og De foren- 
te Arabiske Emirater har anerkjent 
Taliban-styret. Hjelpearbeidere er 
sikre pa at vapen og penger folger 
med. 



parten av Talibans omrader er frede- 
lige nok til at vi kan gjore det. Og pro- 
sjekter med drikkevann og helse 
koitimer kvinner direkte til gode. Vi 
kan ikke overbevise Taliban om at 
jenter skal ga pi skole, og vi bygger 
ikke flete skoler i det hele tatt fer 
Taliban endrer seg. Men vi kan pavir- 
ke indirekte f ordi de pikeskolene vi 
har bygget, f ^ bef olkningen til k leg- 
ge et voldsomt press pi Taliban. 
Dilemmaet er at vi ikke ma ofre gut- 
tenes utdannelse. Afghanistan har 
desperat bruk for utdannet arbeids- 
kraf t, sier Asta Olesen. 

De verste ruinhaugene 

Turen mot Kabul avslorer at Talibans 
makt vakler. Spesielt avstikker-veie- 
ne nordpa mot Kunar brakes til 
maktdemonstrasjoner av Masud-til- 
hengere som krabber ned fra f jellene 
og skaper p.anikk for a vise at Tahban 
ikke skal f 0le seg for sikre i sine egne 
landomrader. Alle vet at frontlinjene 
kan flytte seg hurtig og forpurre Tali- 



bans vaWevome fred. Mujahedin- 

soldatene som i l0pet av 1980-arene 
fikk kastet Sovjet-soldatene ut av 
Afghanistan, har siden i interne kam- 
per forvandlet Kabuls f orsteder til de 
verste ruinhauger. Selv folk som har 
sett bide Sarajevo og Beirut ma gni 
seg i iaynene. 

Det er i disse omgivelsene at Tali- 
bans forbud strammes til. Dragefly- 
ging er straffbart og menns skjegg 
skal gro vilt og upleiet. Haelene til 
kvinnene skal vaere lydLase, for i for- 
hindre at menns lidenskap flammer 
opp... 

Talibans gammel-tradisjonelle 
levevis presses ekstra hardt ned over 
Kabul, der folk har hatt bedre utdan- 
nelse og (for Taliban) har vaert beten- 
kelig frilynte. 

- Alt dette er bare en overgang. Det 
slutter jo ikke med Tahban. Men hva 
blir det neste? spor en belgnnret inge- 
nier Mohammed Masood. 

Jyllands-Rasten/Befgens Tidencle 



Fra fors0rger til tigger 



De afghanske kvin- 
den der er 
frataget deres 

Mawlawi Zaman undrer seg over at ^Jp^j^y * ^ulter 
jeg sp0r sa mye om kvinnenes rettig- YjX ! o T *> <^\T ^)ail^ 1 
heter. Mere steder ute i landsbyene AHTHOHY »HADlo O' 
far de jo lov til a ga uten burquane 
som er pabudt i byene. - Vi er ikke 
imot pikeskoler. De ma bare vente til 
vi har fred. 



sMv&r Ira Kabul , 



"3^ 



Jeg papeker at det na har vaert fred 
i byen Kandahar i tre ar. 

- Ja, men na er Norge i ferd med a 
fa godkjent et pikeskole-prosjekt i 
Kabul. Det vil spre seg, sier Zaman, 
som samtidig lar det skinne igjennom • 
at det er forskjellige grader av Tah- 
ban-fanatismen her i provinsen. 
Mens Talibans overste ledelse i Kan- 
dahar og Kabul dikterer fotoforbud 
av alt levende, tillater han en blitz rett 
opp i ansiktet. 

Det store dilemma 

Men hjelpeorganisasjonene har et 
stort dilemma. Da FN og andre orga- 
nisasjoner oppfordret verdenssam- 
funnet til a donere 133 milhoner dol- 
lar til Afghanistan i ar, kom det inn 
langt imder halvparten pa grunn av 
Talibans kvinneundertiykking. 

DACAARs prosjektleder i Nanga- 
har og Laghman, den danske antro- 
pologen Asta Olesen, erkjenner pro- 
blemet. 

- Men vi skal hjelpe fordi hoved- 



Lange raekker af kvinder, som 
krigen bar gjort til enker, snor 
sig hver morgen ud af den af- 
ghanske hovedstads 0delagte 
hospitaler og skoler. De star i 
k0 og venter pi deres portion 
af den oUe og de b0nner, som 
tyaelpeorganisationer deler 

ud, og som betyder overlevel- 

se. 

Maden uddeles fra distri- 
butionscentre og gar til 
1 1 .000 enker, hvoraf mange 
har seks b0m eller mere. De 
venter under gr0mie laerreds- 
telte, knuger deres legitimati- 
on i den hind og deres sl0r i 
den anden. 

Som et tegn pi de stadigt 
vanskeligere forhold bar cen- 
trene i Kabul i ir vaeret n0dt 
til at holde ibent bide om 
sommeren og vinteren. 

- 0koiiomien er i si darlig 
forfatning, at kvindeme ikke 
engang har rid til at k0be et 
stykkelji0d hver dag, siger 



Esther Robinson, der koordi- 
nerer f0devaiq)rojektet for 
CARE International. 

Enefors0rgere 

Da den rehgi0se Taleban-mi- 
Uts overtog kontrollen over 
Kabul sid^ ir, forb0d den 
kvinder at arbejde, og det ko- 
stede kvindelige ansatte i det 
offentlige, skoler og hospita- 
ler deres jobs. Mange af kvin- 
deme var ene om at fors0rge 
deres famiUer. 

Kvinder blev tvunget til at 
ga iklasdt en »burqa«, som 
daekker dem fra top til ti. Det 
er ikke tilladt at bnige h0je 
hsele eller kosmetik. Og mere 
end 70 pigeskoler blev lukket. 

At tale med en fremmed 
mand straffes med taev af un- 
ge fanatikere, som patruljerer 
i gademe og hindhaever Tale- 
bans strenge fortolkning af 
islamisk lov. Adskillige afg- 
hanske kvinder afslog at lade 
sig interviewe til denne arti- 
kel. 

Mange har ganske enkelt 
nok at g0re med at overleve. 

Gademe er i dag fyldte 
med flokke af tiggende kvin- 
der i burqaer. Hjaelpeorgani- 
sationer har fors0gt at starte 
projekten hvor de har staet 
med propfiiide lagre af bluser 



og tapper, som ingen har rid 
til at k0be. 

Uden udsigt til socialhjffilp 
vil det vaere n0dvendigt at 
fortsEEtte den minedUge ud- 
dehng af olie (4,5 kilo) og 
b0nner (12 kilo) i det uende- 
lige. 

- De har haft et hjem og 
Qemsyn og videoer og kak- 
kelovne, og de har mistet det 
hele, siger Robinson. 

- De har haft en livsstil, 
og nu er det hele bievet taget 
fra dem. (AP)" 



@ 



Fred, men 
ikke frihed 



Ro pa overfladen 
i Kabul et dr efter 
Talebans magt- 
overtagelse 

ANTHONY 8HAPIP 

skriver fra Kabul . ^ ^ t 

Hvis man ser bort fra turba- 
nen, rosenkransen og det 
enorme skaeg med et grit 
strejf, kuime mullah Abbas 
lige si godt vaere en ameri- 
kansk politiker under en 
valgkampagne. 

- Der er fred og ro. Der er 
sikkert pi gademe, 
markdetja, i h8le byen, siger 
Abbas, en af ledeme af den 
afghanske religi0se Taleban- 
milits. - \ , ' 

-Befolkningenersikker. - 
Dens hjem er sikre. 

Et Sr efter, at tusindvis af 
Taleban-soldater indtog den 
haergede hov^tad, Kabul, er 
lov og orden det kriterium, 
som haerens ledere 0nsker at 
bli ve bed0mt efter. Men un- 
der det tynde femis sikkerhed 
stilles der sp0rgsmMstegn 
ved, hvis lov der hSndhaeves, 
og omkostningeme ved den 
strenge orden, 

Imens Taleban peger pi, at 
befolkningen kan faerdes pi 
gademe uden frygt for over- 
fald, peger deres kritikere - i 
hvert fald dem der ikke er 
bange for at tage bladet fra 
munden - pi tabet af andre 
typer frihed. 

Frygten for at d0 i krig har 
imidlertid bidraget til, at det 
er utroligt vanskeligt at opni 
bare en minimal indtjening, 
si familieme kan k0be 
»nan<s Hadbrod, som er det 
vigtigste naeringsmiddel i 
Afghanistan. N0den er si 
stor, at selv faerdselsbetjente 
tigger i vejkryds. 

- Hvorfor skuUe jeg ikke 
tigge? Min mave er tom, og 
jeg er sulten, siger Kalendar, 
en af de politibetjente, der 
sorb si mange afghanere kun 
bruger et navn. " 



Ruinby indtaget 

Taleban gik ind i Kabul 26. 
September sidste ir og m0dte 
praktisk talt ingen modstand. 
Militsen indtog en by, som la 
i miner pi grund af magt- 
kampe mellem forskellige 
grupper. 



Da Taleban havde overta- 
get magten, lovede militsle- 
dere at afvaebne gnippeme, 
at etablere ro og orden og - 
vigtigst af alt - at indf0re de- 
res strenge version af isla- 
misk lov. 

Kvinder taeves, hvis de ik- 
ke er iklaedt en »burqa«, som 
daekker hele kroppen. H0je 
haele og kosmetik er forbudt. 
De fleste kvinder mi ikke ar- 
bejde uden for hjenomet. 

Maend fik besked pi at la- 
de skaegget vokse, som pro- 
feten Mohanmied gjorde, 
hvis de vil undgi at bhve pi- 
sket og en faengselsstraf pi et 
par dage. 

Derudover blev musik er- 
klaeret for forbudt omride. 
Der haenger stadig blanke 
bind revet ud af l^setter 
ned fra standere ved Tale- 
bans kontrolposter og vej- 
kryds som en advarsel, der 
ikke er til at tage fejl af . 

En kampagne mod korrup- 
tion og kriminahtet skabte 
tilsyneladende orden i en by, 
hvor lovl0sheden engang var 
si udpraeget, at befolkningen 
ikke turde opbevare penge i 
hjemmet eller lukke op om 
aftenen. 

- 1 hver eneste gade, pi 
hver eneste trappe var der 
folk med Kalashnikov-ge- 
vaerer som sagde, at de var 

prajsident, siger Abbas, med- 
lem af det syv personer store 
rid, som nu regerer i hoved- 
staden. 

- Alle sagde, at de var kon- 
geaf Kabul. 

Lovl0sheden er forsvun- 
det. Befolkningen koncentre- 
rer sig i dag om den omfat- 
tende fattigdom. 

Behov for f0deyarer 

To tredjedele af l^irtQ erstai 
dig ubeboelig, den lignetiib- 
re en arkaeologiskudgRjS^^ 
ning end en hovedstaldil^Gstfle 
efter gade er fyldt med mur- 
brokker, der ligger op ad de 
mure, som endnu ikke er bia- 
set sammeiL 
oveigr^ af ukrudt 

De bec^betalte jobs er:^' 
dem, hjaeippQrgamsatioiiieme 
jdlbyderr^^isi:ovlei^^ 
ker vaek givd: isyvkilo niel I 
om dagen: Mere end halvde- 
len af byens befolkning pi en 
million er afhasngig af udde- 
ling af f0devarer. ,; 



- Da Taleba[n kom, sagde 
de, at de ville give os mad, at 
de ville give os aitejde, og at 
de ville give os l0n, siger 
Mohammed, taeppehandler. 

- Nu siger de: - Bed Gud 
omdet. 

Taleban naevner sjaeldent 
befolkningens traengsler i 
mosk^eme og radioen. Deres 
budskab er moralsk, ikke 
0konomisk: Du mi ikke 
stjaele. Du mi ikke vaere utro. 
Lev som en god muslim. 

Hvis man gir Taleban-le- 
deme pi klingen, siger de, at 
der intet kan g0res ved 0ko- 
nomien,;f0r Jorigen mod den 
genstridig oppositionsallian- 
ce, der hersker i den nordlige 
iredjcdel af Afghauistaa, er 
afsluttet. 

- Nir krigen er forbi, nir 
der ikke laengere bruges 
viben, kan pengene blive 
brugt pi uddannelse, sund- 
hed og andre ting, siger Sher 
Mohammed Abbas Stana- 
kzai, viceudenrigsminister. 

^ JaJeban . har brugt krigep 
'fil af retfaBrdigg0re en kani- 
pagne af arrestationer rettet 
mod byens tadsjikiske, usbe- 
kiske og hazaraske minorite- 
ter. Taleban bestir hovedsa- 
gehgt af pashtunere, den 
st0rste etniske gruppe, der 
stanuner fra det sydlige Af- 
ghanistan. Oppositionen i 
nord udg0res stort set af etni- 
ske minoriteter. 

Hundreder er gennem de 
sidste to mineder blevet ar- 
resteret i Kabul, mistaenkt for 
at hjaelpe oppositionen. De 
fleste l0slades efter fi dage, 
sommetider efter at vaere ble- 
vet pisket. 

- Selvf0lgeHg er jeg be- 
kymret, siger Sultan, hazara 
og rishandler pi Chandawl 
Marked i Kabul. 

- De arresterer folk hver 
eneste dag. De siger, at det 
drejer sig om sikkerhed, men 
det g0r det ikke. Det er, fordi 
jeg er den, jeg er. 

Stanakzai fastholder, som 
andre Taleban-ledere, at hver 
eneste forordning, de udste- 
der, og hver eneste arrestati- 
on, de foretager, er del af 
haerens fors0g pi at etablere 
lov og orden. 

- Uden Taleban vil byen 
igen blive et mareridtsagtigt 
anarki, siger han. 

- Vi er overbeviste om, at 
hvis vi forlod Kabul i mor- 
gen, vil de, der konmier til- 
bage til Kabul, ikke kun spil- 
le musik, de vil plyndre by- 
en. De vil 0delaegge byen. 
De vil ikke efterlade noget, 
siger han. 

- Vi er her, for at de ikke 
skal fi chancen. (AP) 



Oversat af Marielle Nielsen 



Egeland skriver 
brev til TaKban 

Situasjonen i Kabul er for- 
verret, fastslir statssekre- 
taer Jan Egeland. Ni sender 
han et personlig brev til Ta- 
libans viseutenriksminlster 
med krav om respekt for 
menneskerettighetene og 
oppfordrer pi nytt tU kon- 
kret samarbeid med inter- 
nasjonale hjelpeorganisa- 
sjoner. 

Jan Egeland bes0kte selv 
Kabul 14. august. Da kom 
han med en klar trussel om 
at hvis forholdene ikke raskt 
ble bedret, viUe han ikke 
kunne anbefale 0kt bistand 
lil Afghanistan under den 
store giverlandskonferan- 
sen som han selv skal lede 1 
New York i september/okto- 
ber. Hans anbefalinger der 
vil tillegges stor vekt. 

(NTB) 



AbiduUah tyder stormen 

> 

Borgerkrigen fortscEtter i Afghanistan - der er ingen udsigt til, at den oph0rer 

Kr^M^a^ :1)cSjA-. 



0 

skriverfia KabuL, 

En Taleban-soldat ser Guds 
hSnd i en voldsom sandstorm, 
der pisker sand gennem et 
udbombet herberg ved den 
n0gne front nord for Kabul. 

- Gud er ikke glad for, at vi 
bliver ved med at kaempe, si- 
ger Abidullah og tager et 
t0rkla2de om hovedet for at 
beskytte sig mod vindst0de- 
ne, derharenkraftp^optil 
65 kilometer i timen. 

- Han sendte denne storm 
for at straffe Afghanistans 
uheldige befolkning. 

Det krigshsrgede land bar 
lidt under Srtiers krig, og 
mange afghanere kan ikke se 
enendep^det. 

Taleban-militsen kontrolle- 
rer to tredjedele af den sydli- 
ge del af landet og bar til mil 
at g0re Afghanistan dl en 
islamisk stat. Militsen ksm- 
per ved mindst fire forskelli- 
ge fronter mod en oppositi- 
onskoalition, som bar base i 
nord. 

Soldater som Abidullah 
befinder sig 25 kilometer 
nord for den afghanske ho- 
vedstad, hvor de kaemper 
mod styrker, der ledes af den 
tidligere forsvarschef Ahmed 
Shah Massood. Det var bans 
regering, Taleban satte fra 
magten for et ir siden. 

Da krigeren Malik Pa- 
hlawan i maj drev den usbe- 
kiske krigsherre Rashid Do- 
stum ud og inviterede den 
islamiske mihts til den nord- 
lige del af landet, som oppo- 
sitionen kontrollerer, sk ckt 
ud til, at Taleban var parat til 
at overtage kontroUen med 
hele landet 

Men de tidligere allierede i 
nord, som pludsehg var ble- 
vet Render, skiftede side 
igen, og Taleban var tvunget 
til at flygte fra den mxdlige 
byMazar-e-Sharif,efter.at ^ 
hundrecter af deres soldatsr ' 
d0de i gademeiinder kampe, 
derbnkiu d lige s& snart den 
~ anKom. 



Voldt>giistabilitet 

Sidanne hurtige allianceskift 
er standard i Afghanistan, 
hvorvold og ustabilitet gir 
heh tilbage til deaigang 

i 180()-tallet,daStoii)ritanni- 
en og Rusland kampede 
om kontroUen over strategi- 
skehandelsniter gennem 
landet 



Forskellige udenlandske 
styrker bar gennem ^ne 
spillet Afghanistans enorme 
antal livaliserende stanmier 
og etniske gnipper ud mod 
hmanden og skabt mange 
spaendinger, der stadig split- 
ter landef . 

1 1979invaderedeog 
besatte den sovjetiske haer 
Afghanistan. Den fastholdt 
sit greb om landet i ti ir, ind- 
til den blev drevet ud af ame- 
rikansk st0ttede afghanske 
guerillaer, og de gensidigt 
(Sielaeggende slag blev geii- 
optaget Magtkampene bar 
siden 1980eme kostet mere 
end 1,5 millioner afghanere 
livet - 

I dag beskylder de nordlige 
ledere Pakistan - og ofte ogsi 
. USA - for at stotte den isla- 
miske milits, som opstod for 
tre Sr siden i det sydlige Afg- 
hanistan for at skabe en 
st0dpude mod Iran. 

Kamp om n0geii 
jord 

I mellemtiden gSrkrigen sin 
ubarmhjertige gang. 

Oppositionen er siden juli 
ikke kommet laengere end til 
de kratbevoksede bjerge i den 
nordlige udkant af Kabul, og 
her tordner raket- og artilleri- 
ild dag efter dag, imens sol- 
dater kaemper om n0gne styk- 
ker land, der for laengst er 
blevet forladt af den civile 
befolkning. 

Imens AbiduUahs kanmie- 
rater maser med at en 
rusten russisk kampvogn, 
som stammer fra Soyjetunio- 
nens besaettelse af landet, 
bragt i stilling, indr0nuner 
soldateme, at de f0rer krig for 
at befri Afghanistan for kon- 
flikter. ^' 

- Vi 0nsker blot at drive 
Qenden tilbage, si der kan 
konmie fred til den afghanske 
befolkning, siger konmiand0r 
Maulvi Hashami. 

Men ingen af parteme be- 
finder sig i en position, hvor 
de kan opni en militasr 
l0sning. 



If0lge udenlandske hjaelpe- 
arbejdere, som 0nsker at vaere 
anonyme, er tusinder af Tale- 
ban-soldater blevet draebt el- 
ler taget til fange i nord, og 
den islamiske milits kaemper 
for at holde oppositionen pS 
afstand. 

Samtidig er den l0se koali- 
tion i nord blevet svaekket af 
de nyhge kampe, og den er 
langt fra stabil. 

Gadekampe br0d ud i 
Mazar-e-Sharif i august, efter 

at Pahlawans tropper fors0gte 
at afvaebne de tropper, der 
stadig er loyale over for Do- 
stum, som lever i eksil i Tyr- 
kiet. 

Medlemmer af den shiiti- 
ske haer Hezb-e-Wahadat 
kaemper ogsa mod Pahlawan, 
som oveigav en af dens tople- 
dere til Taleban, da den 
islamiske milits gik ind i 
den nordhge del af landet i 
maj. 

AUiancen blev yderligere 
svaekket, da et fragtfly med 
det nordlige Afghanistans ny- 
udnaevnte ministerpraesident 
Abdul Rahim Ghaforzai styr- 

tede ned og alle om bord blev 

Udnaevnelsen af Ghaforzai 
kom efter ugers kaevl mellem 
de nordlige ledere og nabol- 
andet Iran, som st0tter koali- 
tionen mod Taleban. 

Massoods talsmand, kun 
kendt som Abdullah, siger, at 
Ghaforzais d0d betyder tabet 
af en mand, der forventedes 
at samle den svage alhance i 
nord. 

Han siger, at det bhver 
svaert at fmde en efterf0l- 
ger. 

Situationen pa slagmarken 
er fuldstaendig fasdast, og 

FNs og Pakistans fors0g pa at 
opna en fredsaftale ved for- 
handlingsbordet er ogsa slaei 
fejl. 

- Vi bar gennemlevet 20 
ars krig og 20 ars forhandlin- 
ger, siger Talebans magtfulde 
sundhedsminister, mullah 
Mohammed Abbass Akhund. 

- Ingen af delene bar vir- 
ket. (AP) 



Taliban-ja 
til norsk- 
st0ttede 
jenteskoler 

Kirkens N0dl]jelp er i gang 
med k gjenreise ti skoler i 
Afghanistan etter at Taliban 
gikk med p& at halvparten . 
at elevplassene blir forbe- 
holdtjenter. 

I august m0tte statssek- 
retaer Jan Egeland Afghani- 
stans viseutenriksminister i 
Kabul, og dr0ftet blant an- 
net muligheten for gjenopp- 
bygglng av ti skoler. Han 
gjorde det klart at et abso- 
lutt vilkSr for norsk st0tte 
var at halvparten av skolene 
skal vaere forbeholdt jenter. 

Byggingen er ni godt i 
gang, og det er Kirkens N0d- 
hjelp som har ansvaret for & 
f0lge opp i forhold til af- 
ghanske myndigheter. 

Den f0rste testen pi om • 
Taliban ville f0ye seg, var om 
de ville snakke med Kirkens 
N0dhjelps kvlnnelige repre- 
sentant om skoleprosjektet. 
Dette har g&tt uten proble- 
mer, sier konsulent Harriet 
Berg ved Jan Egelands kon- 
tor. 

Taliban-bevegelsen har 
stengt jenteskoler og ar- 
beidsplasser for kvinner si- 
den de tok makten 1 Kabul 
for et &rs tid siden. Kvinner 
skal holde seg hjemme, og 
vaere helt tilsl0rt n&r de ml 
utenfor huset, da heist i f0l- 
ge med en mannlig slekt- 
ning. 7. november m0tes Af- 
ghanistans giverland i New 
York. Jan Egeland skal lede 
m0tet, og bans r&d vil bli til- 
lagt stor vekt av andre bi- 
standsland. 

Norge har allerede sagt 
klart fra om at forholdene 
for kvirmer og arbeidsvilk&- 
rene for internasjonale hjel- 
peorganisasjoner mi bli 
bedre. Hvis ikke vil Norge 
ikke ride andre land til i gi 
st0tte utover ren humani- 
taerbistand. NTB 
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Dostum ist wieder da 

Im Norden Afghanisians ubersturren sich die Ereignisse / Von Klaus Natorp 



In Afghanistan haben sich die Ereignis- 
se in den lelzten Monaten so sehr uber- 
sturzt, daB sie von den Nachrichlenagen- 
turen kaum noch verzeichnet wurden. Die 
Lage wurde immer verworrener. Im Mai 
erst muBte der Herrscher des Nordens, der 
lange Zeit als nahezu unangreifbar gelten- 
de Usbeken-General Dostum, aus seiner 
Hochburg Mazar-i-Sharif fluchten und im 
Ausland urn politisches Asyl bitten. Jetzt 
ist er wieder zuruckgekehrt. Wie war das 
moglich? 

Aus Berichten von Mitarbeitem der m 
Mazar-i-Sharif tatigen humanitaren Hilfs- 
organisationen wissen wir inzwischen, daB 
Dostum die Heterogenitat seiner Jom- 
besch-Partei zum Verhangnis geworden 
war. Ihr Biindnis mit der das zentralafgha- 
nische Hochplateau des Hazarajat kon- 
trollierenden, von Iran unterstutzten schii- 
tischen Hezb-e-Wahdat garantierte Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif lange Zeit eine gewisse Stabili- 
tat. Einen seiner starksten Milizenfuhrer in 
der Provinz Badghes namens Palavan Ras- 
sul, den Leute, die ihn kennengelemt ha- 
ben, als einen GroBgrundbesitzer von ur- 
altem Schrot und Kom bezeichneten, 
konnte Dostum jedoch nie ganz unter 
Kontrolle bringen. Rassul hatte aiich 
Truppen in Mazar stationiert. Er soli seine 
Machtposition dazu benutzt haben, sich 
hemmungslos zu bereichem. UbergrifTe, 
die er und seine Leute sich leisteten, wur- 
den nicht geahndel. 

Dostum konnte sich innere Auseinan- 
dersetzungen nicht leisten. Rassuls junge- 
rer Bruder Malik wurde mit dem Posten 
des „AuBenministers von Nordafghani- 
sun" abgefunden, andese Gefolgsleute 
Rassuls mit Pfrunden an der Universitat 
bedacht. Im Fruhjahr 1996 wurde der un- 
kalkulierbare Bundesgenosse bei einem 
Attentat getotet. Als das geschah, war 
Malik im Ausland. In Mazar-i-Sharif at- 
mete man zunachst auf, weil sich die Si- 
cherheitslage verbesserte, doch war ande- 
rerseits vorauszusehen, daB die Familie 
des ermordeten Rassul auf Rache sinnen 
wurde. Dostum war nach der Eroberung 
Kabuls durch die Taliban ein Zweckbund- 
nis mit den aus der Hauptstadt vertriebe- 
nen Kraften des vormaligcn „Prasidenten" 
Rabbani und seines Verteidigungsmini- 
sters Ahmed Shah Massud eingegangen, 
die er bis dahin erbittert bckampft hatte. 
Auch die Reste der Hezb-i-Islami-ye des 
einst von Pakistan am meisten unterstutz- 
ten Mudschahedin-Fuhrers Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar stieBen zu dieser merkwiirdi- 
gen Koalition. 



Doch die Allianz hielt nicht. was sie 
rein zahlenmaBig zu \ersprechen schien, 
weil Malik sich nach dem gewalisamen 
Tode eines weiteren Mitglieds seiner Sip- 
pe mit seinen Milizen den Taliban an- 
schloB. Dostums Truppen wurden uber- 
rumpelt, ihr Befchlshaber muBtc fliehen. 
Maliks Anhanger ermdglichten den Tali- 
ban die kampflose Einnahme von Mazar- 
i-Sharif. Dort begannen diese sogleich 
jene „islamischen Neuerungen" einzufiih- 
ren, mit denen sie zuvor schon in einigen 
anderen von ihnen eroberten Gebieten 
Afghanistans vielc ihrer Landsleute, vor 
allem Frauen, gegen sich aufgebracht hat- 
ten. AuBerdem woUten die Taliban Ma- 
liks Milizen entwaffen, und statt eines 
wirklich ,.bedeutenden Postens", den sie 
Malik fur den Fall seines Frontwechsels 
versprochen hatten. boien sie ihm nun 
bloB das Amt eines stellvertretenden Au- 
Benministers an. Als die Taliban schlieB- 
lich auch noch in die Viertel der Schiiten 
einruckten und nach Fuhrern dei^i^iit ih- 
nen verfeindeten Hczb-e-Wahdaizu fahn- 
den begannen, brach jener Aufstand los. 
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der die Taliban wieder aus Mazar und 
dariiber hinaus aus weiten Teilen Nord- 
afghanistans vcrtrieb. 

Nun war Malik plotzlich der neue Herr 
der Jombesch-Partei in Mazar, obwohl zu 
bezweifeln ist, daB er den Aufstand an- 
ordnete oder gar befehligte. Dazu bt Ma- 
lik eine zu schwache Fuhrungsfigur. 
Wahrscheinlich hat er nie damit gcrech- 
net, einmal an der Spitze semes Clans zu 
stehen, dem angestammten Platz «ines 



altercn Bruders. des erstgeborenen Ras- 
sul. Oberdies war er nach seinem Front- 
wechsel diskreditiert. Die Anhanger Do- 
stums in der Jombesch-Partei warteten 
nur darauf, daB er sich eine BldBe gebe. 
In der benachbarten ehemaligen Sowjet- 
republik Usbekistan hielt man jedenfalls 
nach wie vor zu Dostum und weigerte 
sich, mit Malik auch nur zu sprechen. 
Alle Grenzubergange wurden geschlos- 
sen. Man sei erst bereit, sie wieder zu off- 
nen, wenn Rabbani die Macht iibergeben 
werde. Das fQhrte zu neuen Spannungen 
in der zerbrechlichen „ Koalition des Nor- 
dens". 

Massud hatte unterdessen verhindert, 
daB die Taliban von Kabul aus Verstar- 
kungen nach Norden bringen konnteii. 
Aus Pul-i-Khumri muBten sich die Tali- 
ban unter Verlusten wieder zuruckziehen. 
Die Ubriggebliebenen tauchten allerdings 
spater weiter im Norden im Gebiet zweier 
Kommandeure von Hekmatyars Hezb-i- 
Islami-ye wieder auf, wobei unklar blieb, 
ob sie sich dort als Gaste aufhielten oder 
Gefangenc waren. Man lieB sie nahezu 
unbchindert in Richtung Taluqan weiter- 
ziehen. Die uberwiegend paschtunischen 
Taliban konnen bei den Paschtunen im 
Norden, wo es nur wenige Paschtunen 
gibt, in der Regel mit deren Solidaritat 
rechnen, wahrend sich in den paschtuni- 
schen Kemprovinzen Afghanistans die 
Stamme oft scharf gegeneinander abgrcn- 
zen. Paschtunen gibt es in Nordafghani- 
stan erst seit dem vergangenen Jahrhun- 
dert, als der damalige Emir Angehorige 
unbotmaBiger Stamme Ostafghanistans 
nach deren Niederwerfung in Nordafgha- 
nistan unter Usbeken und Tadschiken an- 
siedelte, um die imterworfenen Ostvolker 
zu schwachen und gleichzeitig die Nord- 
volker besser kontroUieren zu konnen. 
Wahrend die Taliban sonst oft nur als 
„Fremde aus Kandahar" angesehen wer- 
den, wo die meisten von ihnen herkom- 
men, gelten sie bei den nordafghanischen 
Diaspora-Paschtunen als Leute, denen 
man unter alien Umstanden helfen musse. 

Nur so wird verstandlich, wanim es 
den versprcngten Taliban im Norden Af- 
ghanistans immer wieder gelang, sich 
durchzuschlagen und sogar neue militari- 
sche Erfolgc zu erringen. AuBer Massud 
und der Hezb-e-Wahdat blieben die ubri- 
gen Mitglicder der Anti-Taliban-AUianz 
in Mazar-i-Sharif zudem militarisch weit- 
gehend inaktiv. Jombesch-Truppen konn- 
tcn nicht einmal das neuerliche Eindrin- 
gen der Taliban in Maliks Heimatprovinz 



Badghes verhindem. Nachdem Hekmaty- 
ars Interessen in der muhsam zusamnien- 
gezimmerten Regierung in Mazar nicht 
angemessen berucksichtigt worden waren. 
schlossen mehrere seiner Kommandanten 
Biindnisse mit den Taliban, uberwaliigten 
• einen Jombesch-Siiitzpunkt nach dem an- 
I deren und naherten sich zusammen mit 
den Taliban aufs neue Mazar. In der 
Jombesch-Partei kam es daraufhin zu 
Auseinandersetzungen wegen der Unfa- 1 
higkeit Maliks. SchlieBlich muBte Malik 
fliehen, Dostum kehrte nach Mazar-i- 
Sharif zuruck, der Angriff der Taliban 
auf die Stadt wurde abgewehrt. 

Wie diese neueste Uberraschung zu- 
stande kam, ist noch nicht in alien Einzel- 
heiten bekannt. Wahrscheinlich ist diese 
Wende auch noch nicht die letzte in den 
anscheinend endlosen afghanischen Wir- 
ren. Im Osten war es wohl wieder einmal 
dem legendaren „L5wen vom Panjshir- 
Tal" Massud zu verdanken, daB er die 
Lage im Raum von Kunduz stabilisieren 
konnte. In Mazar dagegen soUcn die Ha- 
zara von Hezb-e-Wahdat die Hauptlast 
des Abwehrkampfes gegen die Taliban 
getfagen haben. Dostum kehrte angeblich 
auf Wunsch von Rabbani, Massud, Kha- 
lili (Chef der Hezb-e-Wahdat) und aller 
ubrieen Verbundeten zuruck. Malik halt 
sich\^rmutlich irgendwo bei den Resten 
seiner noch zu ihm haltenden Anhanger 
auf. Merkwurdigerweise hat Dostum 
nach seiner Riickkehr gesagt, Malik kon- 
ne dort bleiben, wo er von der Bevolke- 
rung akzeptiert werde. Er will sich also 
ofTenbar Zeit lassen mit der Kaltstellung 
dieses Widersachers. 

Abcr auch Dostums Stellung ist prekar. 
Einst war er die Hauptstutze des letzten 
kommunistischen Staats- und Parteichefs 
Najibullah in Kabul. Erst Dostums Ver- 
rat und Frontwechsel besiegelten Najibul- 
lahs Schicksal. Danach hat der schnauz- 
bartige Usbeke noch mehrere Male die 
AUianzen gewechselt. Seine Flucht im 
Mai hat ihn den Ruf der Unbesiegbarkeit 
gekostet. Ob er seine alie Machtbasis je 
wiederaufbauen kann. ist zweifelhaft. Oh- 
nehin wird sein EinfluB als Usbeke immer 
auf den Norden Afghanistans beschrankt 
bleiben. Eias Mehrheitsvolk der Paschtu- 
nen sucht weiter nach einem angesehenen, 
fahigen Fuhrer, dem es gelingt, den in 
zahlreiche Kleinreiche zerfallenen Staat 
zumindest in loser Ordnung zusammen- 
zuhalten und ihm nach fast zwei Jahr- 
zehnten der Selbstzerfleischung endlich 
Frieden zu schenken. 
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Taliban bestatigen Verlust 
Taschkargans 

KABUL, 13. Oktober (AP). Nach 
schweren Gefechten haben sich die Kamp- 
fer der radikalislamischen Taliban-Milizen 
aus der strategisch wichtigen Stadt Tasch- 
ii kargan im Norden Afghanistans zuriick- 
gezogen, wie das Informationsministerium 
am Montag in Kabul bestatigte. Ein Spre- 
cher der gegen die Taliban^ kampfenden 
Koalition teilte mit, ostlich der Stadt gebe 
es in der Provinz Samaghan weiter Ge- 
fechte. Nach der Eroberung von Tasch- 
kargan haben die Taliban -Gegner nun die 
I wichtigste StraBe zu ihrer Hochburg Ma- 
j zar-i-Scharif unter Kontrolle und konnen 
' Truppen und WafTen freier bewegen. 
Noch im vergangenen Monat hatten die 
Taliban Mazar-i-Scharif fast eingeschlos- 
sen und standen kurz vor der Eroberung 
der Stadt. Seitdem konnten ihre Gegner 
wieder mehrere Gebiete zuriickerobem. 



Geplundert 

Afghanistans Kunst-Erbe in Gefahr 

Den Kunstschatzen Afghanistans droht 
die Vemichtung. In einem Pladoyer an alle 
Staaten hat deshalb der Generaldirektor 
der Unesco, Federico Major, dazu aufee- 
rufen, sich bei den Biirgerkriegspaneien 
fiir den Schutz der letzten noch intakten 
Kulturgiiter einzusetzen. Lanest sind die 
Museen geplundert, die Bestande wurden 
in alle Winde zerstreut oder gar zersiort, 
weil ihr Wert nicht zu erkennen war. Nun 
sind durch die radikale Islamisierunsspoli- 
tik der Taliban-Milizen auch die bislang 
noch unangetasteten architektonischen 
Zeugnisse der buddhistischen Versansen- 
heit des Landes gefahrdet, unter anderem 
die aus dem vierten Jahrhundert stammen- 
de groBte stehende Buddhastatue der Welt 
im Bamiyan-Tal, 150 Kilometer nordlich 
von Kabul. Ein Kommandeur der Taliban 
hatte im Friihjahr angekiindigt. dieses Re- 
likt einer nichtislamischen Religion miiBte 
beseitigt werden. Nur die Truppen der us- 
bekischen Minoritat Afghanistans schiit- 
zen den fiinfzig Meter hohen Giganten 
noch vor seinem Ende. F.A.Z. 



Taliban 7 
Rauschgifthandel 

Tahban-Mihz hat nach Radioberichten in 
den yon ihr kontrollierten Gebieten Af- 
ghanistans den Gebrauch von Rauschgift 
und den Handel damit untersagt. Von ei- 
nem Anbauverbot war jedoch nicht die 
Rede^^Die Mitteilung, die dem Milizenfiih- 
rer Omar zugeschrieben wurde, konnte 
erne Reaktion auf die wachsende intema- 
tionale Kritik am afghanischen Drogen- 
handel sein. Die Vereinten Nationen hat- 
ten mitgeteilt, Afghanistan sei nach Burma 
der groBte Produzent von Opium. Der Ge- 
brauch von Haschisch sei weit verbreitet. 
Die Taliban hatten bisher darauf hinge- 
wiesen, nicht uber ausreichende Mittel zur 
Bekampfung des Handels mit Rauschgift 
zu verfiigen. Auch seien viele mittellose 
Bauern auf den Anbau von Mohn und 
CannabispHanzen angewiesen. Der Han- 
, del mit Opium hat seit der Herrschaft der 
j 1 aliban zugenommen. 



Taliban 
ousts 
bank that 
lends to 
womeiL 

By Kasra Naji in Dhaka 

/c/9 - 5^ 

Bangladesh's Grameen 
Bank, a global pioneer of the 
concept of small-business 
loans to poor women, has 
been'^f orced out of Afghan- 
istan after falling out with 
the Taliban militia, which 
controls most of the war- 
torn country. 

The break came after the 
Taliban, known for its very 
strict Interpretation of Islam, 
repeatedly raised objections 
and accused the bank of 
''promoting shamelessness 
among Afghan women**. 

Professor Mohammed 
Yimus. managing director of 
the Grameen Bank, said: 
"The idea was to set up an 
office and work with men at 
first and eventually employ 
women who would then lend 
to women." 

The Grameen Bank's work 
has been rephcated in more 
than 50 countries aroimd the 
world where nearly 8m poor 
families have been provided 
with loans to start up their 
own businesses. 

However, it was a highly 
ambitious project in the 
areas of Afghanistan con- 
trolled by the Taliban where 
women are not allowed out 
of the house unaccompanied 
and where girls schools were 
closed in the name of Islamic 
modesty. 

The Taliban first stopped 
the bank from getting on 
with its work a few months 
ago when they said they had 
reports that Grameen Bank 
had encouraged many of its 
customers in Bangladesh to 
turn to Christianity. How- 
ever the work was allowed 
to continue once a three- 
member delegation of Tali- 
ban leaders visited Bangla- 
desh to check the reports for 
itself. 

"But a month later, they 
raised another objection. 
They said they had heard 
that 70,000 Bangladeshi 
women had divorced their 
husbands as a result of their 
association with the bank. 
At this i)oint I told my repre- 
sentative to pack his bag 
and iJome back, as we could 
not work under these condi- 
tions," said Prof Yunus. 



Engelsk press 



Afghanistan 

Drugs and 
Islamic law . 

THE United Nations may be getting 
somewhere in its bid to stamp out her- 
oin production in Afghanistan. On August 
20th, the country's Sharia radio station an- 
nounced that the Taliban, the Islamic reviv- 
alist movement which controls much of the 
south and west— where most of the heroin 
is produced-liad banned the production, 
sale and taking of both heroin and hashish. 
The government in Kabul has not yet con- 
firmed the repx)rt, and the wording is 
ambiguous: it says the production of her- 
oin is forbidden, but not the cultivation of 
the opium poppy, from which the heroin is 
extracted. However, the report seems at 
least to be a positive response to the un In- 
ternational Drug Control Programme 
(UNDCP), which has been urging the 
Taliban to impose a ban. 

Afghanistan and Myanmar are the 
world's largest producers of opium. The 
UNDCP reckons that last year Afghanistan 
produced 2,250 tonnes of raw opium, from 
which 110 tonnes of heroin could be made. 
It is Europe's biggest source: px)lice estimate 
that 80% of heroin taken in Europe origi- 
nates in Afghanistan. 

The UNDCP has been trying to put a stop 
to Afghan heroin produaion for years, and 
saw the Taliban's rise to power as an oppor- 
tunity. The deposed government of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani had endorsed 
UN conventions forbidding production, 

but did not have enough control to enforce 
them. Taliban rule is strict The undcp as- 
sumed that Islamic sharia law outlaws the 
production of drugs such as heroin. But 
sharia law relies on interpretation, and the 
UNDCP has had to enhst die help of Islamic 
scholars to make its case. The Taliban, how- 
ever, insists that it alone has the authority 
to interpret the law— and so far it has made 
no clear ruling on heroin. 

In the past, the Taliban has taken the 
view that a ban on growing opium would 
impoverish Afghan formers. But the undcp 
claims that firuit crops would be more prof- 
itable, and is prepared to give the farmers 
money to improve fruit growing and mar- 
keting. Heroin smugglers give the farmers 
credit on opium two to three months be- 
fore the crop is ready. The undcp thinks it 
may have to offer a similar deal on fruit. But 
first it will have to secure a genuine ban. 



An opportunist 
returns / 



Mullah Mohammed Has- 
san, the governor of the Tali- 
ban-controlled city of Kanda- 
har in southern Afghanistan 
told a Pakistani publication 
that the Tahban's own intel- 
ligence bui-eau had ascer- 
tained that the bank was in 
fact an economic wing of 
Christian missionary move- 
ments. 

He said the Christian pop- 
ulation of Bangladesh had 
increased significantly in the 
past 25 years since the bank 
started its work. **The 
motive of the bank was to 
lead Moslems away from 
Islam and promote shame- 
lessness among women,'' be 
said. ^. 

He also criticised Grameen 
Bank's policy of charging 
interest ~ something which 
is not allowed under 
Islam. 



TERME2 ^^^-^7 

ABRIDGE nearly a kilometre long not 
far from Termez links Afghanistan 
with Uzbekistan across the Oxus (or the 
Amu-Daiya, as it came to be called when 
the Soviet Union ruled this region). This 
week two Uzbek soldiers crossed the bridge 
to talk to the Taliban, the army of Islamic 
purists who now control about two-thirds 
of Afghanistan. It was not a particularly cor- 
dial encounter. The Uzbeks have been 

watching with some anxiety the progress of 
the Taliban northwards, fearing that the 
fervour of their soldiers might ignite Is- 
lamic feeling in Uzbekistan. Now that the 
Taliban were at the border, the Uzbeks felt 
it was proper at least to acknowledge their 
presence and hope that they would keep to 
their promise not to interfere in neighbour- 
ing countries. 

Although the Taliban have advanced a 
little, capturing Hayretan, just south of the 
border, last week, their hoped-for prize in 
the north, Mazar-i-Sharif, still eludes them. 
Mazar was the headquarters of Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostam, who once controlled a large 
slab of the north. In May one of Mr Dos- 
tam's commanders ratted on him and al- 
lowed the Taliban into the 
city. He then turned on the 
Taliban, killing, according to 
one estimate, some 800 of 
their best fighters. Mr Dostam 
fled first to Uzbekistan, then 
to Turkey. This week he was 
back in Mazar, although it was 
unclear whether he had re- 
sumed his old authority. 

Even by Afghan standards 
of shifting loyalties, Mr Dos- 
tam's career is exceptional. He 
commanded the army of Gen- 
eral Najibullah, the commu- 
nist who ran the country after 
the Russians left in 1989. 
When Najibullah was de- 
posed in 1992 by an Islamic 
government led by Burhanud- 
din Rabbani, Mr Dostam 
joined the new rulers, but 



later turned against them and built up his 
stronghold around Mazar. He has given 
some support to the Rabbani government 
since it was thrown out of Kabul last year. 

Mr Dostam is an Uzbek and it is proba- 
ble that Uzbekistan has provided him with 
the means to return to Mazar. The Taliban 
think so. In their attack on Hayretan, ten 
rockets fell on Uzbekistan, possibly meant 
as a warning not to interfere in Afghani- 
stan. The Taliban radio has been rude 
about Uzbekistan in terms usually reserved 
for more sophisticated meddlers such as 
Russia and Iran. 

For the Taliban, much turns on what 
happens in Mazar. When they marched 
into Kabul a year ago, they believed that all 
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Current Affairs 



AFGHANISTAN'S GOLD 



Illegal heroin, derived from poppies grown in Afghanistan Is 
flooding the city streets of Europe and North America. What 
makes the proliferation of opium production in Afghanistan so 
surprising is the fact that it is going on with the tacit approval 
of the strictly Islamic Taliban who came to international 
prominence when they issued an edict forbidding women to 
work or even leave the home unless in the company of a male 
relative, as well as banning the watching of television or 
listening to music. PETER WILLEMS reports from the Taliban 
stronghold of Qandahar province. 



Since the Talihcin militia in 
Afghanistan rook Kabul a 
year ago this month, they 
have drawn world press atten- 
tion while implementing a strict code of 
ethics based on Islamic law. People 
from around the world, including 
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the Islamic faction has prevented 
women from working or going to 
school, as well as issuing a ban on televi- 
sion and the playing of music, forcing 
men to grow lull length beards, and 
doling out bearings on the street for 
those caught missing prayer time. But 
during the campaign of intolerance and 



Traders display opium bought from local farmers at Sangine which boasts the largest 

opium market in Afghanistan 




repression, a sinister and decidedly un- 
Islamic tolerance has developed within 
the Taliban for the production of pop- 
pies for opium and illegal heroin pro- 
duction. 

Opium production in areas under 
Taliban control is on a massive scale and 
no action to curb production appears 
imminent. 

According to the United Nations 
Drug Control Programme (UNDCP), 
40 per cent of all opium on the interna- 
tional drug market — approximately 
2,300 metric tons of raw opium — is pro- 
duced in Afghanistan. The Middle East 
country now rivals Burma (Myanmar) as 
the world's leading producer. 

Poppies are grown in 10 of 
Afghanistan's 29 provinces and eight of 
those 10 are under strict Taliban con- 
trol. The UNDCP estimates that 96 
per cent of the raw opium produced in 
Afghanistan comes from Taliban-held 
areas. 

The Taliban have stated that culti- 
vating, producing and selling illicit 
drugs is strictly forbidden by Islamic 
law. "Growing a crop that will produce 
an illicit drug is evil and against Islamic 
law. Just like using an illicit drug," 
declared the governor of Qandahar 
province, Mullah Muhammad Hassan. 
"This is written in the Koran." 

Last November, the Taliban official- 
ly condemned the use and production 
of Illicit drugs and claimed they were 
prepared to fight against their use. Since 
then they have launched an aggressive 
attack on hashish users. Hundreds of 
sacks of hash they have seized are 
stored in two warehouses at police 
headquarters at Qandahar. 

According to Abdul Rashid, head of 
the anti-drugs unit in Qandahar, when a 
hash smoker is caught, the authorities 
beat him until he confesses who sold 
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him the drug. He is then dunked in ice 
cold water for several hours at a time, 
up to three times daily to help wean him 
off the drug. Once the abuser is "cured" 
he is thrown into prison for an indefi- 
nite period of time. 

But despite the crackdown on hash 
users the Taliban militia has done noth- 
ing about opium production which is 
rife and the question of why they are 
being so tolerant of this particular vice 
remains unanswered. 

The suspicion is that the Taliban 
militia is benefitting handsomely, 
financially, from the opium industry, 
with funds going towards supporting 
their war effort. They freely admit to 
collecting taxes on poppies and opium 
which, they say, is done under the terms 
of Sharia, or Islamic law. The assistant 
director of Pashtani Tiarati Bank, 
Taliban's Central Bank in Qandahar, 
which Includes the tax department, 
explained that a landowner must pay 10 
per cent on whatever amount he makes 
on his crops over the course of a year. 
This tax is called usher, meaning tenth. 
He must give five per cent of usher to 
the poor directly, then have the remain- 
ing five per cent divided between the 
local mullah and the central Islamic gov- 
ernment, the TaHban. 

As for the opium merchants, they 
must pay two and a half per cent tax, 
known as zakat, from their total assets 
which IS also distributed ro the poor. 
When it comes to government expendi- 
tures and supporting the w.ir effort, the 



bank's assistant director says the 
Taliban are only using money coming in 
from import duties, collected at 
Customs Houses based in cities near 
major border crossings, such as 
Qandahar, Jalalabad and Herat. 

"We have not tried to separate pop- 
pies from other crops when it comes to 

"After 1 8 years of war 
Afghanistan's population 
suffers poverty, unemployment 
and a sense of hopelessness" 

collecting taxes. Most of our energies 
are currently spent on the war in the 
north, not on accounting procedures," 
said the governor of Qandahar. "We 
hope to eliminate the poppy fields in 
the future. We will not then have to 
worry about which crops are being sold 
or taxed after thev are eliminated." 

Another theory is that the Taliban is 
allowing the opium industry to flourish 
so that it will eventually be able to use it 
as a political lever. "The Tahban could 
be using opium production in their 
provinces as a tool to help sway other 
countries into recognising them as the 
legitimate government of Afghanistan," 
says Geddes, UNDCP's alternative 
development advisor. 

Although the Taliban control SO per 
cent of the countrv, no government has 
yet officially recognised them as the 
central government of Afghanistan. 



"They desperately want to be recog- 
nised and to receive financial aid from 
other countries," added another UN 
source in Qandahar. "It might work out 
that if the countries putting pressure on 
the Taliban to eradicate opium produc- 
tion give them recognition and aid, the 
Taliban will follow through by giving 
those countries what they 
want: the curbing of opium 
production." 

The Taliban give a different 
reason for their decision to 
allow opium production to 
continue in their territorv. 
Thev claim thev would like to 
eradicate poppy cultivation but are con- 
cerned about the region's poor farmers 
who have finally found a way to make a 
living. "We would like to stop opium 
production and drug trafficking in our 
country," explained deputy foreign min- 
ister Sher Muhammad Stanakzai. "But 
poppies have been the crop providing an 
income for manv farmers. When we can 
find a substitute crop that will allow 
them to earn a good profit, we will have 
them switch to it. However, we are not 
able to do so at this time." 

Although the motivation behind the 
Taliban decision to allow the opium 
industry to flourish is unclear, what 
motivates the farmers is obvious. Over 
18 years of internal warfare has left the 
country with extreme poverty, massive 
unemployment and little hope of an 
economy being rebuilt in the near 
future. 
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What can be seen in the poppy 
Rowing areas is a mushrooming of new 
mud brick houses and families sitting 
down to enjoy three solid meals a day; 
things that are almost unheard of in 
other parts of Afghanistan. Often a 
poppy farmer will negotiate in advance 
with an opium buyer, many of whom 
come from Iran, Pakistan, 
Turkmenistan and Russia, to be paid a 
portion of the costs of plowiflg, seeds, 
fertilizers and genml labour ImQhei m 
raising the crop. 

Most of the irrigation systems in 
Afghanistan have been destroyed so 
poppies, which do not require vast 
amounts of water to thrive, are easier to 
cultivate than many other crops. But 
above all other considerations, the farm- 
ers can make as much as five times the 
amount they might expect to realise 
from other crops such as wheat, cotton, 
grapes or cucumbers. And, even though 
refined heroin commands 50 times more 
than the price paid to the farmer, once it 
reaches the streets of London, Paris or 
San Francisco, the poppy farmers of 
Afghanistan pulled in an estimated $80 
million last year alone. 

"Opium is our only gold," explained 
one poppy farmer from Lashkargah, the 
capital of Helmand province, the coun- 
try's leading opium production 
province, which provides 57 per cent of 
Afghanistan's total annual production. 
"For many years it has been very diffi- 
cult feeding my family. I know that 
opium is a bad thing but through selling 
it I now have enough money to feed and 
clothe my family and I have also been 
able to rebuild our house, which was 
destroyed by the Mujahadeen several 
years ago." 

The farmer went on to say that with 
as httle as 10 jerips (about five acres) of 
poppies, a farmer could support his 
entire family on the proceeds. And it is 
not only landowners who are benefit- 
ting from Afghanistan's ''gold". In fact 
most landowners do not cultivate the 
land themselves, preferring to rent out 
plots to sharecroppers who, in turn, hire 
labourers, especially during the harvest- 
ing season. UNDCP believes there are 



currently a million Afghans involved in 
opium production. "Everybody is grow- 
ing poppies," says Abdul Razaq, a nurse 
at the local hospital in Lashkargah, who 
earns only 150,000 Afghanis, about 
$6.50 a month, the average salary for a 
government employee. Fortunately, he 
confides, he is able to support his 14 
member family by growing poppies on a 
small piece of rented land. "Shop own- 
ers, clerks, tailors, bus drivers and even 
Taliban soldiers and officials are 
involved in the poppy business," he 
adds. 

Taliban officials are adamant that the 
faction is not involved but poppy farm- 
ers claim their denials are largely a mat- 
ter of semantics. "Soldiers receive no 
salary; all they get is food and a place to 
sleep. The Taliban officials only earn 
$10 a month," pointed out a farmer in 
Helmand. "They need money to keep 
themselves. If they are not directly 
involved, you may be sure that their 
families are." 

While the Taliban stress they are 
eager to find an alternative crop to 
replace poppies which is, they say, their 
strategy to eradicate opium production 
in the future, reactions from the farmers 
to such a move is mixed. "I would be 
happy to switch to another crop," said 
Ahmad, a farmer in the KJaki district in 
northern Helmand, "opium is evil and I 
don't hke it. If I was given equipment, 
fertilizers, seeds and if thev could 
improve on the irrigation system I 
could make as much as I now make 



growing poppies on another crop." 

"If the TalibtJi told me to stop 
growing poppies, I would," claimed 
Mahmoud, a landowner in the Argandab 
<^strict just outside Qandahar. "I would 
never disobey the Taliban." But the fur- 
ther one moves away from the Taliban 
stronghold of Qandahar province, the 
more apparent it becomes that not all 
farmers take the same position. Many 
landowners and sfefecroppers in 
Helmand say they would rebel if 
ordered to cease poppy production 
without first being given financial aid 
and the means to cultivate an alternative 
crop. In Sangine, a town in Helmand 
with one of the busiest opium trading 
markets in Afghanistan, one sharecrop- 
per declared: "If the Taliban came here 
and destroyed our crops, I would flee to 
Pakistan, join a militia and fight against 
the Taliban like we did against the 
Russians." 

During the harvest season this 
spring and summer Afghanistan's poppy 
farmers recorded a bumper crop which 
is already filtering down to the dealers 
and users in far away cities. Although 
not ignorant of the devastation drugs 
such as opium and its derivative, heroin, 
cause in the West, both farmers and the 
Taliban are unwilling or unable to stop 
their part in the lucrative trade. 

For the farmers the poppy trade 
puts food on the table, for the Taliban it 
provides funds to fuel the war effort in 
the north. Although the evils of so- 
called "hard" drugs are well known in 
Afghanistan, it is largely regarded as a 
Western problem. While the use of hash 
is fairly commonplace in the region — 
which is why the Taliban have gone to 
such pains to stamp it out — heroin 
abuse is generally associated with rich. 
Western markets in Europe and North 
America. 

The farmers only see the money 
rolling in as their poppy crops disap- 
pear in wagons. They do not witness 
the end results of their labours; there- 
fore any serious attempt to contain 
this trade must be implemented at a 
much higher level than the local share- 
croppers. Ht'il=t 
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The Naw Angel of Peace? 

At the front line with the TaHban's chief foe 



By Sarah Horner 

groups of desperate afghans 
Straggle down from the sxirrotmding 
hiSsides and into the frontline village 
oi Sher Khan. They have made thefr 
v^^ay from the besieged capital of Kabul, 
22 Idlometers south, where the Taliban 
guerrillas have imposed the strictest Islam- 
ic regime of modem times. The reftigees 
sneak through Tahban lines, emerging 
with stories of growing food shortages, 
widespread arrests. They say 
the Taliban are determined to 
bmld an Afghanistan for hard- 
line Islamic fundamentalists, 
and are shootii^ at those who 
flee. One old man, Khaak Bis- 
mellah, weeps as he recounts 
how the Tahban forced him to 
carry water to its soldiers at the 
front. "What they are doing is 
not Islam," he cries. 

When the Tahban took Kabul 
a year ago, they claimed to be 
"Angels of God," and many 
people beheved them. They had 
brought peace to at least parts 
of a nation that had been at war 
for 20 years. But as the Taliban 
extended their grip over the country, they 
began to scare people with their angry 
vision of Islam. Women were forced out 
of jobs and behind the veil; a recent edict 
bans women from making noise while 
walking, lest the click of their heels inflame 
male passions. A few sinners and oppo- 
nents were even hanged or stoned to death. 
Now popular support has shifted to the 
legendary guerrUla commander Ahmed 
Shah Massoud, who has led the toppled 
government's forces in a counteroffen- 
sive. Massoud's troops have fought their 
way to Sher Khan, within artillery range of 
Kabul, and last week were vowing to un- 
do what the Angels of God have done. 
"People hate the Tahban." Massoud told 
Newsweek. "Once our government re- 
ttnns to Kabul, we wiH restore rights for 
women 100 percent." 

The people of the nearby Shomah Valley 
celebrated wildly when Massoud's forces 
came storming out of the north last month. 
The Tahban had driven out most of the val- 
ley's population, about 120,000 people in 
all, and they are now returning to a scene of 
devastation. As the Tahban retreated, they 
destroyed irrigation channels, mined civil- 
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ian villages, blew up drinking-water lines 
and poisoned wells by throwing dead ani- 
mals into them. A foreign-aid worker ac- 
cuses the mainly Pashtim Tahban fighters 
of "ethnic cleansing" in the Shomah Valley, 
where a largely Tajik population has long 
supported Massoud, a fellow Tajik. "Acts 
like this make it easy for my forces to ad- 
vance" once the time comes, says Massoud. 

That may be soon. U.N. attempts to bro- 
ker a peace deal that would include the Tah- 




Gounteroffensive: Massoud with son Ahmed, Taliban prisoners 




ban's peaceful withdrawal from Kabul, 
followed by a general demihtarization of 
the city, have gotten nowhere. Zamir Kabu- 
lov, a Russian adviser to the United Na- 
tions, said recently that he thought it "highly 
unlikely that the proud Tahban would 
agree to pull out, despite recent setbacks 
and falling morale. Massoud is recruiting to 
his side Pashtxms disaffected by the Tahban. 
He holds hundreds of Tahban prisoners in 
the deep gorges of the Panj^^fr Valley, a 
stronghold he has held since his days fight- 
ing the Soviet occupation in the 1980s. Be- 
hind tall sunflowers in a dusty compound, 
Tahban prisoners squinted in ihe blazing 
sun recently as Massoud's forces displayed 
them to foreign cameramen. Many of the 
prisoners glared or hid thefr faces in humfli- 
ation. But Ibrahim, 17, stepped forward and 
said that if he were released, he would quit 
the Tahban and go back to school in his 
home village of Ghazni, south- 
west of Kabul. Massoud's men 
released him the next week. 

During lulls in the fighting, 
Massoud goes back to the home 
he inherited from his fether, 
an army colonel. The house, in 
a valley about 90 kilometers 
north of Kabul, looks down on 
the rushing Panjshfr river and 
the mountains beyond. It is 
an oasis of normal life for 
Massoud, who trained as an 
engineer in Kabul before rising 
to head the rebel army that 
eventually drove the Soviet oc- 
cupiers from his homeland. 
Small waterfalls gush down to 
the lush green fields below the house, 
where Massoud plays with one of his five 
children. His eldest son, Ahmed, 9, tells 
Massoud that a gfrl had beaten him out for 
the best grades in his class. That's a prize no 
yoimg woman could claim in Tahban terri- 
tory, where girls are no longer allowed to 
go to school. 

Massoud's rout of the Soviets made him 
a national hero. Will his next act be sav- 
ing Afghanistan from the Tahban? The 
news out of Kabul grows increasingly 
bleak. The Tahban have decreed that 
women will neither work outside the 
home nor receive international rehef, 
which must be channeled through men. 
That makes survival a bitter puzzle for 
tens of thousands of war widows, many of 
whom face the coming winter alone, with- 
out food or fuel or work. Massoud will 
have to decide whether to attack soon, 
since heavy snows arrive as early as No- 
vember: once the snow has fallen, serious 
ground offensives are all but impossible. 
In the past, September has been a lucky 
month for the Tahban, a season of great 
victories and few casualties. But this time, 
September could bring a bloody siege. ■ 
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Talehan Reneges on Opium Pledge 



By Christopher S. Wren 

^'f u- Ky/i' rZ/wfi Service 



NEW YORK — The Muslim fun- 
damentalist Taleban movement has 
pledged to crack down on opium poppy 
cultivation in Afghanistan, but opium 
production there has jumped by more 
than 20 percent over the last year, with 

almost all of the increase occurring in Taleban," the official said 



with other UN officials in New York. 

"I want to inform them because we 
are very worried about the increase," 
Mr. Arlacchi .said. 

A U.S. counterdrug official in Wash- 
ington expressed no surprise at the UN 
estimate of Afghanistan's opium crop. 
"Production has skyrocketed, we know 
that, and production is sanctioned by the 



Taleban-controUed areas, according to 
UN Drug Control Program officials. 

The agency's 1997 survey estimates 
that Afghan opium production rose to 
about 2,800 metric tons this year from 
2,300 metric tons in 1996. UN officials 
report that Afghanistan now produces 
the raw ingredient for nearly half of the 
world's heroin. 

Last year, Afghanistan ranked second 
to Burma, which produced 2,500 metric 
tons of opium, according to a U.S. State 
Department estimate. 



Officials say the Taleban, which has 
seized power in 22 of Afghanistan's 32 
provinces, controls 96 percent of its 
poppy-growing areas. The increase in 
output resulted from higher poppy 
yields, which were attributed to favor- 
able weather, improved cultivation tech- 
niques and the shifting of some farmland 
to poppy cultivation, the UN survey es- 
timated. The total number of acres under 
poppy cultivation increased by only 2.8 
percent, however, it added. UN survey 
teams based their estimate on visits to 1 8 



Pino Arlacchi, executive director of provinces 



the UN Drug Control Program, said the 
increase could mean more heroin flow- 
ing into Europe at lower prices. Euro- 
pean heroin users consume about 80 
percent of the heroin refined from opium 
grown in Afghanistan. Part of the re- 
mainder reaches the U.S. market, which 
is dominated by heroin from Colombia 
and Southeast Asia. 

Mr. Arlacchi said he would raise his 
concerns about the output of Afghan 
opium at meetings Thursday and Friday 



The report offered fresh evidence that 
the Taleban has not fulfilled its promises 
to crack down on opium production. 
Taleban officials say they cannot stop 
peasants from growing opium poppies 
without other crops to substitute, and 
argue that persuading them to switch 
depends on economic assistance from 
the international community. 

The United States and many other 
countries have kept the Taleban at arm's 
length because of its violent rise to power 



and repressive poUcies, like the relegation 
of women to inferior status. But inter- 
national officials and journalists traveling 
in Afghanistan reported that the Taleban 
is not just tolerating opium production but 
also taxing it for much-needed revenue 
and that Taleban militiamen have been 
seen guarding opium warehouses and 
helping transport the crop. 

Taleban officials, while denying any 
involvement in the opium trade, concede 
that it is flourishing. "Huge areas of 
Afghanistan are under poppy cultiva- 
tion, and when we ban it, we will have to 
give the farmers something in return, 
and the Islamic state of Afghanistan is 
not in a position to do this,' ' said Abdur 
Rahman Hotaqi, Taleban's deputy min- 
ister of culture. 

Mir Najibullah Shams, secretary-gen- 
eral of Afghanistan's drug-control com- 
mission, said: "From an economic point 
of view, it is difficult to find an altemative 
to growing poppies. The seed is cheap and 
it is not necessary to use many pesticides 
or much water. And it is a robust crop." 

Afghanistan is one of six countries 
identified by the U.S. State Department 
as not cooperating sufficiently in the 
international fight against illegal drugs. 
The other countries are Colombia, Iran, 
Burma, Nigeria and Syria. 

The State Department report said, 
"While the Taleban banned opium pro- 
duction in late 1996, it made no effort to 
enforce this ban." 



Afghans Assail Pakistani Attack 

KABUL — Opponents of the ruling Taleban forces in 
Afghanistan accused Pakistan of bombing their northem 
stronghold Wednesday, weakening defenses in the only area 
outside the blamic militia's control 

The opposition group — Hezb-e-Wahadat ■ — also accused 
the United Nations of ignoring the Pakistani attacks. The 
organization's troops are the last line of defense against 
Taleban units advancing on Mazar-e-Sharif, the opposition's 
last big stronghold. 

"I have a^ig complaint about the United Nations/' said 
Haji Mohamined Mohaqiq, the Hezb-e-Wahadat conunander. 
•'Pakistan is sending its jets to bomb us, they are massacring 
our people and the United Nations is ignoring it.'' 

Pakistan has repeatedly denied aiding the Taleban religious 
army, although many of its members studied in Pakistan, 
where more than 5 million Afghans lived in exile during the 
1980s Soviet invasion of Afghanistan./// 7^ (AP) 
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Tyranny of the Taliban 

A visit to the capital of Afghanistan s extremist regime 
reveals a harsh world of suppression and despair 



By CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR KABUL 

WE WERE STANDING IN KABUL'S ONLY 
hospital for women when the 
purist authorities of the Taliban 
decided they did not want any pic- 
tures taken. Screaming and shouting at us, 
they grabbed our TV cameras, all our tapes 
and even our briefcases. Several armed 
Taliban enforcers slapped a cameraman, 
while another rammed his rifle butt at vis- 
iting aid workers., One raised his hand to- 
ward Emma Bonino, the European Union 
Commissioner for Humanitarian Affairs, 
there to investigate the TaUban's treat- 
ment of women, and would have struck 
her but for an aide's intervention. The 
next thing we knew, a truckload of armed 
men were escorting us to the central po- 
lice station. After several hours, they freed 
us and returned our cameras but refused 
to give back the tapes. "New I know," says 
Bonino, "what the people of Kabul have to 
live with every day." 

The Taliban does not seem eager for 
the outside world to see how it has been 
ruling Mghanistan since iti fanatical fight- 
ers stormed into the capital of Kabul a 
year ago. Here the young, often illiterate 
"students," who developed their extremist 
interpretation of Islam in the refugee 



camps of Pakistan during the 1979-89 war 
against the Soviet occupation, are a law 
unto themselves. In 1996, when my cnn 
team witnessed the beginning of their en- 
forcement of their version of Koranic law, 
I challenged Taliban "ministers" to ex- 
plain, and they told me all women's rights 
would be restored "'once the security situ- 
ation improves." 

One year later, the security situation 
remains dangerously unsettled. The 
Taliban has consoUdated its hold over 
two-thirds of the country but is still fight- 
ins: to extend its harsh rule over the entire 
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DESPERATE DAYS: Women in Kabul are 
forc«l to five in a strict, modmi purdah 

nation. In the past year, the women 
of Afghanistan have endured extraor- 
dinary hardship, and last week's in- 
cident proved that the Taliban has 
no intention of easing the stem 
commandments that have virtually 
locked women away in a modem 
purdah. 

From the day they marched into 
Kabul, the Taliban's adherents have 
sought to eradicate women from pub- 
lic hfe. In a land where the women 
have had to work while the men 
fought, the regime has barred females 
from taking any job outside the home 
or even leaving their houses without a 
male relative to accompany them. 
Girls have been thrown out of school. 
Foreign-aid agencies have been for- 
bidden to offer any of their services or 
assistance directly to females. 

Today Afghan women cannot 
even expect proper medical care. 
Three weeks ago, the Taliban de- 
creed that female patients could no 
longer be treated at any of the main 
hospitals in Kabul and would be com- 
pletely separated from male patients 
and medical personnel. We discov- 
ered that sick women are being sent 
to a crumbling old building that has 
no windowpanes, no running water, 
proper operating room and barely 
enough electricity to power lightbulbs. The 
patients are tended by a meager female- 
only staff. 

In our two-day stay in the capital city, 
we watched agents for the Preservation of 
Virtue and Elimination of Vice enforce an 
endless hst of edicts and absurdities at gun- 
point, with rifle butts, with the backs of 
their hands. Women are forbidden to wear 
high heels or white socks because they are 
considered a sexual lure. Music is banned: 
cassettes are often snatched out of cars, the 
tapes stripped out and hung on signs as a 
warning. Kites may not be flown, and 
most forms of pubUc entertainment, 
like movies, are not permitted. 

The toU such measures take on 
Afghan women is impossible to as- 
sess. Several told us how dispiriting it 
is to be thrown off a bus or forced to 
sit in the back. We heard reports of an 
increase in the suicide rate among fe- 
males, and that many have sunk into 
despair and depression. For Afghan- 
istan's tyrannized women, there is no 
escape from an unsparing, medieval 
way of life. ■ 
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HARD TIME: The European Union's top 
^mmSifsjuUm wais bri^ detained by the Taliban 



Christiane Amanpour is chief inter- 
national correspondent for cnn. 



TIME, OCTOBER 13, 1997 
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line. Germany's Ruhrgas said it would be 
interested in buying 2 billion cubic metres 
a vear of Turkmen "as. 

Asian oil companies are as vigorous as 
the Europeans about getting a foothold in 
Central Asia. China National Petroleum 
Corp. has won the bidding for two huge 
oil projects in Kazakhstan that will involve 
S5.3 billion in Chinese investment. China 
sees Kazakhstan as the next Saudi Arabia, 
a goal shared by Nurin Balgymbayev, 
president of Kazakoil, the state oil com- 
pany. *'We are aiming to get into the top 
10 among the world's 98 oil and gas 
extracting companies during the next 10 
years/' he says. 

In Turkmenistan, American companies 
are expected to make the lion's share of 
bids to develop oil and gas deposits spread 
over 70.000 square kilometres of the 
Caspian Sea shelf. The results of the inter- 
national tender, which opened on Septem- 
ber 1, will be announced in January. 

Amid this rampant interest, the uncer- 
tainties are just as rife — not least being 
the fact "that multibillion-dollar hopes are 
pinned on an explosive part of the world 
where several wars are raging. And in 
addition to the hostility of the U.S. Con- 
gress. Central Asian states also have to 
contend with a bully right next door: 
Russia's gas giant Gazprom. 

Gazprom is determined to keep Euro- 
pean markets for itself and to block Cen- 
tral Asia's access to them. It is trving to 
undermine the Turkmenistan-Turkey pipe- 
line by supplying Turkey's energy needs. 
On August 29. Gazprom signed a deal with 
Turkey for a gas pipeline under the Black 
Sea. Costing an estimated S3.3 billion, this 
pipeline would deliver Russian gas to the 
Turkish port of Samsun. 

Since March. Gazprom has stopped 
Turkmenistan from exponing gas to the 
Commonwealth of Independent States and 
Europe through Gazprom-controlled 
pipelines across Russia. This has cost 
Turkmenistan revenue losses of up to 30% 
of its budget. 

Russia has refused to allows Kazakh and 
Western oil companies to use its pipelines 
to export oil from the massive Kara- 
chaganak field in western Kazakhstan. 
Moscow^ also announced in early Septem- 
ber that it would put up for tender to 
Russian oil companies energy-rich areas 
claimed by Kazakhstan in the disputed 
Caspian Sea. 

Given all these obstacles, pipelines 
through Iran may not be just the most 
viable, but the only, option. Unless the 
U.S. opens the way to the building of more 
than one pipeline across Iran, American 
companies will have to watch from the 
counter, while European and Asian com- 
panies do all the feasting. ■ 



Anti- 



Pakistansk press 




claim 



gains in eastern Afghanistan 

Broujedri says broad-based goverimient only solution 



KABUL: Heavy fighting has enQ)ted 
in Taliban>held eastern Afghanistan 
with ex-govemment forces claiming 
key gains, an anthT^liban spdcesman 
said'WWnesday 

In a satellite telephone intervienwj 
' AbduQah said foiir key areas nortb. of 
the eastern dty of Jahlabad^had been 
captured in a nuyor operation 
launched eaziier in the day "Our forces 
captured Ehewa and Dard-i-Noor dis- 
tricts in Ningarhar province and 
Saikani and Na^ang (filets in Sjmar 
province, ^Ihe close aide to opposition 

top^ Ahmad Shah Masood said. 
^ No independent coniinnation of 
the claims were immediately avail- 
able. In I^kistan, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported the opposition 
troops led by commander Hazrat Ali 
attacked Taliban positions in 
Nlngari^ and Km\jab provinces. 

At least six people were killed on 
both sides inchiding a senior Taliban 
oflSdal T^ose jeep was hit by an ar- 
tillery shell, the private information 
service said. 

Taliban authorities have rushed 



Willis 



400 militiamen to reinforce their 
strength in the battle zone, AIP 
quoted I^Hban oSidals as saying. 

' Abdullah claimed around 250 Tal- 
iban fighters were captured in the op- 
erations, which he said had brought 
anti-lWiban fighters to within 27 kilo- 
meters of Jalalabad dty. 

Taliban-held Ningaitar and Kunar 
provinces are situated between Kabul 
and the I^lostan bordei; and are dom- 
inated by the Pashtun ethnic group of 
'wiiich tiie 'Mtoan mostly comprise. 

Eariier in the day the Taliban mili- 
toi claimed the captsire of key ground 
from their northernrbased opponents 
in Koh-e Safi district, 50 kilometers 
northeast of the capital Kabul 

Frontline chief Hsyi Abdul Malik 
said four villages had beai recaptured 
in the dusty district, wiuch guards a 
key northern entrance to Kabul and 
fell tEito anti-Taliban alliance hands 
after Sarce fighting one week ago. 

Abdullah dismissed the Taliban 
claims but confirmed heavy fighting 
had erupted in the area. "We suffered 
no casualties as we managed to out- 



flank them," Malik expbined, adding, 
the usual militia assertion that,oppo-, 
sition "forces of evil and corruption'' 
have no morale. - r 

In a related development, Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Ailauddin 
Bro^}erdi has said that formation of a 
broad-based government is the only 
solution to lingering Afghan crisis,. 
Radio Tehran reported Wednesday. 

Discussing the oixrent situation in 
Afghanistan with the leaders of Nozth- 
em Alliance in Mazar-e-Sharif, Brou- 
jedri said, ''All Afghan groups should 
have representation in such a broad 
based government*. 

He said, Iran has all along been 
trying to extend hdp for restoration 
of peace in Afghanistan through po- 
litical consultations. Broiderdi said, 
his country believes that continuation 
of war would not help at all in the re- 
turn of peace to Afghanistan. Hie Ira- 
nian official said, "Iran is also stress- 
ing that UN and Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) should dis- 
charge their heavy responsibilities to- 
wards the Afghan c^isis^— AFP/AFP 
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Heavy casualties in 
continued Afghan fighting 

ISLAMABAD: Clashes between Tal- come tlie opposition in the mountam- 
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iban militia and its rivaJs in eastern 
Afghanistan have left 50 people on 
both sides killed or wounded in two 
days, the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported Thursday. 

Details of the casualties were not 
available, the Pakistan-based private 
information sendee said, adding the 
Taliban had admitted three of their 
sokiiers were killed and eight li\iured . 

The anti-Taliban opposition 
Wednesday claimed its fighters had 
taken Khewa and Dara-l-Noor dis- 
tricts in Ningarhar province and 
Sarkani and Narang district in neigh- 
bouring Kunar, near thePSakistan bor- 
der- 
Unidentified Islamic miiitia offi- 
cials, quoted by AH? ckdmed Thurs- 
day the "Wiban forces had repelled 
the opposition attacks and forced the 
opposition troops to flee into the 
mountains. 

There was no independent confir- 
mation of the claims made by the two 
sides following the eruption of fight- 
ing Wednesday north of Ningarhar's 
capital, Jalalabad. 

'Mban officials told AIP tlie road 
to Kunar from Jaialabad was also fully 
in control of the Islamic militia. 

AIP said it would be difficult for 
the Islamic militia to completely over- 



ous terrain in Kunar where skir- 
mi^)es were likely to continue. 

Previously the laiiban had come 
under attack in the eastern area early 
this year from elements loyal to the 
Afghan opposition. 

The Islamic militia, which holds 
about two-thirds of territory in" 
Afghanistan, has lost ground near 
Kabul in the past few months to op- 
position forces led by conunander 
Ahmad Shah Masood 

The opposition gains have 
brought the firontiines near Kabul, the 
closest point being within a mere 25 
kilometers north of the capital: » ' 

Meanwhile, a UN special envoy to 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, is to 
visit Tehran on Saturday for talks with 
members of the new Iranian govern- 
ment, UN officials said Thursday. 

Brahimi, sent by UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to assess peace- 
making efforts in Afghanistan, will be 
the first international official to meet 
Iran's, new Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi. 

The Algerian diplomat, who has al- 
ready visited Tadjikistan, Turk- 
menistan, Uzbekistan and is currently 
in Pakistan, will spend three days in 
Tehran before flying on to Moscow on 
T\iesday— AFP 
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^Financial cnmch creating hurdles for 
humanitarian assistance in Af ^anistan' 



By Rana Mubasiiif 

ISLAMABAD: Hnanciai cnmch has 
created serious impediments in the 
way of implementing all planned hu- 
manitaiian assistance progranune in- 
cluding anti-mining projects In 
Afghaidscan by the United Nations. 

'Hie World body in its consolidated 
Annual Report on Humantarian As- 
sistance to Afghanistan, has given a 
bleak report of the ground situation 
there. It said the Worid body chalked 
several projects to make Afghanistan 
safe from the threat of mines. Most 
important of them to create aware- 
ness among the masses about the 
most deadly explosive devices by 
du-eat avoidance education and threat 
elimination. Among its all the pro- 
grarameSt emphasis was given for 
clearance of the most heavily mined 
and UXO contaminated cities of 
Kabul and Kandhar. 

The annual report said out of 
25,880,000 dollars, only 17,760,264 
dollars were recieved. The funding 
came through contributions to the 
Afghanistan Emergency Trust Fund 
(AETT) and was passed on to NGO's 



)peratlng under the umbrella of UN- 
DCHA. I 

According to the report, by bnpli- 
nendng some of the projects, a total 
if 21.5 square kilometers of highly 
priority areas and 34.1 square kilo- 
neters of former battlefield areas 
7ere cleared of mines and UXds, 
Demining teams during their survey, 
narked 20 square kilometers of high 
priority mined areai? and 28.2 a^juare 
blometers of battlefield areas con- 
feminatedbyUXOs. 

Under the programme, more than 
- lakh civilians were gi\'en briefing on 
Bine awamess besides MLne bleax- 
aicc training was given to de-rfdners 
t) maintain the current level of 
safSng. Dunng the period^ atotal of 
]0i,4 square Idlometers of new mine- 
felds were found Jn previously inac- 
oesslble areas in Kabul, Kandahar, 
Eehnand, Ghasui, Logar and Herat 

Apart from slowing down de-min- 
iig progranune due to shortage of 
fmcfa, the report further said that on- 
g>ing heavy fighting in se^-eral; areas 
d Afghanistan in 1996 cijeated 
strcious obirtaclcs for voluntary rcpn- 
tiation of refugees from Iran and 



Pakistan to their places of origin in 
Afghanistan. In 1996 a total of 
129,137 Afghan refugees (8,367 
from Iran and 120 J70 from Pak- 
istan) returned to different destina- 
tions inside Afghanistan. 

Of these, 109,517 returnees re- 
deved UNHCR repatriation grants in- 
cludhig cash, plarstic sheeting and 
food packages provided by WFP 
upon their return to the country Re- 
turnees fhjm Iran were provided with 
transportation assistance as well 

Under the overall management of 
UNOCHA, WFP continued the distri- 
bution of food commodities to Dlv 
placed Persons in the camps near 
Jalalabad, imtil November 1996. A 
number of income generation and 
food-for-work projects were then 
started to enable the CDPs to become 
self-reliant, WFP provided a total of 
9,337 tonnes of wheat to support the 
implementation of UNHCR quick im- 
pact projects (QlPs) aimed at the 
reintegration nnd resettlement of re- 
turnees in Afgharustan. 

In 1996, WFP Aff^haniJ^-'m Jw^d rrv 
quired a U>Uil of 180,000 Loniioji of 
food aid» of which 105,783 tonnes 



were pledged. Of this only 78,483 
tonnesarrived during 1996 and the re- 
maining amount was delayed until 
April 1997. A break in the supply was 
averted with the borrowing of over 
200,000 tcmnes of wheat from the gov'- 
emment of ftjkistan. In addition, W7P 
recehred a contribution of 4,704,-^54 
dollars from the international co^nmu- 
nity through the Consolidated Appeal 
During the mass immunization 
'campaign of 1996, spearheaded by 
the Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), UNICEF and WHO, a total 
of 2.6 million children under five 
years received supplementary doses 
of polio vaccine while 2.1 million re- 
ceived vitamin-A capsules. In addi- 
tion, an estimated 1.3 million women 
of child'bearing age recei^'ed Tetanus 
Toxoid (TT) vaccination shots during 
the mass immunization campaign and 
routine expanded programme of im- 
munization (EPI) acti%'ities. UNICEF 
spent a total of 4,508,100 dollars on 
health activities, of whichl ,869,800 
dollars was generated through the Ap- 
peal, United nntionrt \'.)9f) ConKoli- 
flatcd Annual Report on {himanitar- 
ian Assistance to Afglianistan says. 
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* PESHAWAR: With the help o{ sytxh- 
;rp«tb6ttc local forces^ the Ibliban in . 
?a^ft ittfu^ captured l^hkurgan 



Hl^-i*Sliarif is now a besieged 
<dty.It is cutK>fIirom almost all sides 
due to blockade of roads from Jauz- 
jan ai)d Samangan provinces to the 
city by forces loyal to the Taliban * 
claimed the supreme lUibaii leader 
MuUa Mohammad Omar while talk- 
ing to The News. '.' . , 
Speaking on phone from his 
headquarters in Kandahar, he said 
7^b«i azul thdr local allies had now 

moved beyond Tiishkurgan and 
taken control of the bypass running 
towards the Afghan river-port of 
Hairatan on Uie border with Uzbek- 




They htsisted that fell 'Wlban pffen- 
slves in the area had been beaten 
back. Some opposition sources 
wanted to wait for arrival of more 
news before commenting on the sit- 
uation. 



However, Independent souites 
reported strategic gains by th4 T^- 
iban in northern Afghanistan follow- 
ing a switchover by military com- 
manders hitherto loya] to Uzbek 
wariord Gen Abdul Malik, Aid work- 
ers in the area reportedly said the 
Miban made rapid advances from 
Kunduz province 'to link up with 
their allies in Ttehkurgan. '• : 
.. Mulla Omar sounded very coiifi' * 

' sloiy oT life faltWTOhfcuigatb'^a^ 
kriawn fis'Khulm/'^ former mu- 
Jahldeen comrnaiider, M^eeS'Bacha, 
led the uprising in l^likurgan and 
then called the 'Wibah hi. *We cap- 
tured 300 fighters of Gen Abdul 
Malik aiWe and between 100 to 150 
of his men were killed in the fight- 
ing/ he explained. He said the de- 
feated trovps were either surrender- 
ing or fleeing. 

MuUa Omar*s claims ^ere also cor- 
roborated by Mulia Khairullah 
Khairkhwa, the Mban interior min- 
ister, now leading his troops in bat- 
tle in northern Afghanistan. 
Khairkhwa, who claimed that he was 
speaking on his satellite phone from 
Tashkurgan, said his forces were in 




full control in T^hkurgan and'sur- 
rounding areas and were now biisy 
consolidating their newly-won posi- 
tions, • • . , 

He said the anti-T^ban forces iv 
treated after the Taliban and tiieir al- 
lies broke through three lines of de- 
fence and marched o^ l^likuiganl' 
tjie^plaimf d.fprpe^ loyai to the 1^- 
Iban had staged uprisings in Balkh 
town, Chamtol, Charbolak, etc. and 
blocked the road between 
Shiberghan, capital of Jau^^an 
province, and Mazar-i-Sharif. * 
•* Uprisings in Samangan province, 
mostly by etfmic Pashtoons, were 
also reported. This led to blockade 

of the ^c>^wJ ItsuOijig tu Salang and on- 
wards to Kabul, threatening to cut 
off suppDes to Gen Malik's allies like 
Ahmad 5?hah Masood and Hczb-i- 
Wahdat chief Karim Khalili. 

The extension of TWiban-held 
areas in northern Afghanistan is 
something dramatic as only last May 
they were defeated and evicted from 
Mazar-i-Sharif. An expeditionary 
force of about 2,000 Taaban, 
stranded In Pule Khumri after the 
break-up of their brief alliance witli 
Gen Malik, later look refuge b\ Ba^h- 
Ian town before capturing Kunduz 
with support from local conuuan- 
.ders. 
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warns 



agejticies' pullout from Afghanistan 



NEW DELfil: The Chief of the 
United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), Gustave Spelh, 
has warned that international aid 
agencies will pull out of Afglianistan 
if the war continues there. 

Speth, who is a special envoy of 
the UN SO Kofi Annan, said here on 
Friday that the reconstruction of 
Afglianistan could begin only after 
the ongoing conflict between the 
Taliban and rival Afghan groups 
concluded. 

SpetSi, has been appointed a spe- 
cial UN, agency set up by Annan for 
the implementation of UN reforms 
packaf^e. 

He told newsmen "The country 
is sliding steadily towards the boot- 
torn of any index you look at, and 
under current conditions the UN 
was r,4ot in a position to offer any 



m^or developmental progranune,*. 

He further pointed out tliat if the 
situation did not .in^prove, then very 
many International agencies would 
have to move out. 

Speth> who is negotiating with 
tiie Kabid govcrmt^ent on a UN pro- 
ject In AfgiianL<;lan, did not specify 
whether it would be UNDP or the 
International Committee of the Red 
Crescent (ICHC), which would pull 
out if the war did not end. 

*We are trying to sustain lively- 
hood in some areas and tlie people 
will suffer more if we are ndt 
there,", he told newsmen, 

Speth said problems of tlie civil- 
ian population were increasing be- 
cause of the prolonged conflict and 
said reconstruction of Afghanistan 
would be a costly affair for the in- 
ternational community. ''But recon- 



struction can only begin after the 
war stops", he added. 

About his talks with the Kabul 
government, Speth said the World 
Body was waiting for a response on 
proposals to .$et up some 20 for- 
eign-funded schools for girls and 
boys in Tali ban- con trolled territo- 
ries. 

He said "name a problem and 
Afghanistan has it", adding the UN 
wa3 also in touch with the Kabul 
adsminislration for cooperation fn 
projects such as drinkhig water, 
health and education. 

Speth arrived here Thursday for 
talks with Indian leaders on the UN 
Secretary General's reforms pack- 
age which aimed at preparing the 
185-state world body to face the 
2 1st century— AF? 



Kabul: the most 



mined capital in the world 



Special to The News 



piE TAJ Begh Palace in south of 
kabul is remembered by most 
Afghans as the place where Afghan 
premier Hafizullah Amin was mur- 
dered, triggering events that resulted 
in. the entry of Soviet troops into 
Afghanistan. Hie historical palace, ft 
giwid building eimn% on a hillock^ 
however, played a more important 
role aAcr that. It served as the mill-* 
taiy headquarters of ti« Soviet army 
and a symbol of their occupation, lb 
protect this building, the Soviets dc< 
ployed Scud missiles on a nearby 
hUl, which is even today called the 
•$cudHl^^ 

They also laid several bells of 

« 

^ mines to prevent the Mi;jahldeen 
from storming the palace. Each belt 
contained several hundred mines. 
Nearly a decade after the Geneva ac- 
cords, while the Scuds and the Sovi- 
ets have left, the mines are still 
tliere, killing and maiming iniiocent 
civilians, many of whom are children 
who weren*t even born when the 
^unes were laid. 

: .The nearby Dar UI Aman P^e, 
closer to the Inner Kabul city, tj an' 
other example, Once the grand resi- 
dence of King Amanullah, it stands 
devastated and mined today. Before 
it can be restored, it will have to be 
dendned. But the palace is uitinhib- 
Ited, Priority goes to inhibited areas. 
"The Kings will have to wait. The 
people take precedence", says one 

mines jokingly. 

Afghanistan witnesses over ten 
mine biddents in a day. Most mines 
don^t kill. They maim for life. "Kabul 



has the dubious distinction of being 
tlie most mined capital in Uie world", 
sajrs Tihsixi Disbudak, a "nirkish of- 
ficial who overlooks tlie UN denU- 
ning efforts in the city. But is is not 
Just the Soviets that are to blame for 
this distinction. After their depar- 
ture, tile Afghan Midahideen planted 
as many mines as they tried to pro* 
tect their pockets of control, espe* 
cially in Kabul, which at one time 
was divided amongst the,forces of 
Ahmad Shah Masood, Gulbaddin 
Hikmatyar and -the Hizb-e-Wahdat ' 

A conference In the Philippines 
this year, in which miJicary generals 
from all over the world, including 
Pakistan, participated, agreed that 
mines are not an effeoive weapon of 
war and should be discouraged. But 
the practical demonstration of tiiis 
was witnessed when ihe "Mban en- 
tered Kabul last September. 

The Rabbaid goveriunent had 
heavily mined the Khairabad hills in . 
the south of Kabul, to prevent the 
Taliban from entering the city. In- 
stead, the Taliban walked in through 
the main road leadL^^ into the city. 
Today, the Khairabad iMUs are part of 
the massive demining effort taken up 
by the " United Nations so that 
Afghans can live normal lives with- 
out fearing for their lives everytime ; 
rihey stray from a well trodden path. 
But for the poor Afghans, who have 
id collect firewood a.'^ let their ani- 
mals graze, there is litiie choice but 

to brave the dangers: r<nd in may 
cases, they pay fot- it with their 
limbs. 

And yet, fis Afghanistan slips out 
of the limelight, funds from donors 



to pay for the de-mining are drying 
up. Over 3.6 billion dollars are re- 
quired to clear mine fields in 
Afghanistan. Only a fracUon has 
been committed and even that is in 
danger of being discontinued. 

Demining efforts in Afghanistan 
have continued for the past eight 
years, clearing 1 1 7 square kilome- 
tres of minefields. But demining is 
an expensive and risky job. Mines 
can go off while being unearthed. 
And yet, the job has to be done. 90 
per cent of mines are laid on roads, 
' residential areas, canals, irrigated 
and grazing. As a result, 80 per cent 
of the victims are civilians, of which 
60 per cent are chfldren, 

Engineer Ahmad Ullah, part of 
the demining effort, savs "We want 
-you to tell the TOrld of our problem. 

We want you to help." Tci illustrate 
his point, we are met by victims of 
land mines. 13-year old Ahmad, who 
lost both his eyes when he acciden- 
tally stepped on a mine, says "now I 
can just feel the sun light" We meet 
nme-year old HamiduiL'jh, who lost 
both his legs, as he bravely practices 
to walk with the help of artificial 
legs at an orthopaedic hospital run 
by the ICRC. Dr. Alberto- Cairo, an 
Italian, provides help to several ^ch 
victims of mhies and oversees a 
mini-factory which produces or- 
thopaedic equipment, sometimes 
from very unusual soiirces. The rub- 
ber for orthopaedic shoes come 
from t>Tes of APC's. On the face of 
HamiduHah is a lost look: The look 
of a child who stUi doesn't know 
what has happened to Mm- 
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Iran seen as main suppl 



of land m 



PESHAWAR (PPI) — Iran Is the. 
second lop conliibutor to the de- , 
struciion of the wdi-ravaged . 
Afghanistan and the main suppll- 
er of landmines to the various 
warning (actions alter the Russian^ 
troops withdrawal. Iran is respon- 
sible for the killing and maiming 
of^'thousands of Afghans, dis- 
closed a worker of a deminlng 
agency in Kabul adding Tehran 
had supplied heavy weapons and 
landmines to the Shia Hezb-i- 
Wahdat. 

* 

•The Hezb-l'Wahdat^ used, 
these weapons arid landmines 
against the fozces loyal to former 
Afghan president Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and hi? $M[Onoman . 
Ahmad Shah Masocd before the 
eriiergence of the Taliban," the 
ai<| worker said* on the condition* 



Afghanistan 



of anonymity. 

Nortfiern parts of Kabul were 
the sttonghold of the Hezb-i- 
Wahdat and when Masood foices 
forced the 2hias out of the Afghan 
capital, they planted landmines all 
along the area, he said. 

He maintained that when the 
Taliban had been knocking at the 
doors of Kabul. Iran readjusted its 
policy and joined hands with her 
former rival Masood to keep the 
Taii2>ah of the capital- Fearing the 
Taliban, Iran extended all-out 
suppose to the southern parts of 
Kabul wherefrom the lellgfous 
militia was making advances, the 
aid worker'said. 

He said at least' 20 innocent 
people had boon killed by these 
landmines only in Chehelsatoon 
area where agency was sUll work- 
ing to clear mines/ 



Other countries, which the 
work believed where Responsible 
for the uncleared 10 million anti- 
tank and ami -personnel land- 
mines aaoss Afghanistan, include 
Russia. China. Italy and Pakistan, 
saying Russia had 80 per cent 
share in the total landmines, 
while Pakistani landmines came 
through 'mujahideen* during the- 
; Soviet occupation. 

' Most of- the area around Kabul 
has been cleared by the demlntng 

^ agerKJies. but there sUll remained 
some high priority areas to be 
cleared. The demining agencies 
are using uained dogs and metal 
detectors to find landmines. Dogs 
are comparatively more effective 
as Uie detectors are tlme-consum- 

; ing and also Involved life risk for 
the workers. 
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UN's still-born role 



Nasim Zehra 

Shortly the United Nations Secretary- 
General KoQ Annan ivill be educated 
In the obstacles to any meaningful 
mediaUon by the UN. His newly-ap- 
pointed envoy is headed back to New York. 
Without willing acceptance of a UN p eace- 
making role by the conflicting parties, ttfe 
m can play no role . His findings ^ help 
Mr Annan with the report he wSS submit to 
the 62nd session of tlie UN General Assem- 
bly begini^ng September. 

Soon after taking charge he had moved 
on Afghanistan. He discovered the negligi- 
ble role his predecessor's envoy to 
A^ghanistan Dr Nobert Holl had played 
since he began work in August 1996. An 
able Algerian diplomat AmbassacTor Lakhdar 
Brahimi was mandated to imdertake what 
was essentially HoU's task. Ibrahimi as spe- 

M envoy vm to "osdcss pca«^mRlcing ac 
tivities in A^ghanistan^ The UN said he 
would advise the secretary-general ''on a^l 
aspects of the United Nations peacemaking 
efforts in Afghanistan*** 

Some expectations of breaking new 
ground on possit^tles for a UN mediation 
role had accompanied Ibrahimi's send-off 
from New York. Selecting a man with the 
'right* cidtuial credentiab was important* 

The 67-year-old IbraWmi, a seasoned diplo- 
mat with practical experience in conflict 
resolution, DUed the bill. In Us home coun- 
try Algeria, he rose to occupy ^e highest 
post and became the foreign minister for Al- 
geria, Ibrahimi after serving as ambassador 
in Cairo and London lias also occupied im- 
portant UN positions* His language sMlb in- 
clude Arabic, English and FVencfu Son of a 
learned Islamic scholar and mufti who was 
well-versed in the subcontinental writings 
on Islam, Maulana Maudoodi's writings are 
not unfamiliar to Brahhni. 

Beginning with his August 15 arrival in 
Pakistan Ibrahimi met wiQi all those, inside 
and outside Afghanistan, who to varying de- 
grees create today's Afghan reaiitO 'rom 
among the Northern Alliance the UN envoy 
met the Uzbek General Abdul Malik , the 
Jamiat men Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani 
and Commander Ahmad Sl\a}\ Massoud . and 
the Hizb-eWahdat man Karim Khalili. 
Ibrahbni's meetings "wlih thp Tntih^n t^^p^ 
took place in Kandahar, Kabul and Islam- 
abad, 

In Islamabad he met with Mohammad 
Wakil, ii\ Kandahar he met with Governor 
MuUa Ghous and in Kabul with Minister 
MuJJa JaleeL Ibrahimi*s meeting with the 
Taliban chief Mulla Omar however did not 
ii^aterialis e. He had to depart about 12 
hoiUTS prior to Mulla Omar's return to Kan- 
dahar. In addition Ibrahtnd met in Peshawar 
- Mlh the members of a newly-emerging 



Afghan grouping including commander 
Abdid Hag, Jtrom among the externat nar^ 
ties deeply involved in Afghanistan's civil 
war, Kofl Annan*s envoy met with the Jrai 

nian- Pakistani. Russian and Uzhnk ^ffirifll^ 
He will be visiting European capitals in- 
cluding London, Rairfe and Rome on his way 
to New York. 

From these meethigs ibralUmi has drawn 
no new conclusions. He has reiterated his 
position clearly, thougii in Afghanistan's cir- 
cumstances a ^wishful' one, that the North- 
ern AUiaiice and Uie l^iban should talk to 
each othen H fi-glso advocated a more flexi- 
ble Miban position vLs-a-vis tlie Northern 
Alliance and a more competent handling of 
adminisfaation issues by the Taliban in the 
24 provinces they control Ibrahimi's ex- 
pectations of Islamabad must be that there* 
will be effective tutoring* by tl^e Pakistatiis^ 
ot ti^eir ilatiban beneficiaries,, 

Th<j IhUban need t-o mitigate uncondi- 
tional political dialogue; tl\at peace 
ggjUmut a broad-based representative 
government is not possible : and, finally, that 
the idea of a peace conference is simply pre- 
mature, if not misplaced. For neither side is 
\ijihng to agree on the precondition for dia- 
logue Oeen set by the other ; the Taliban are 
demanding retease by the Northern Alliance 

of the Taliban prisoners held by tliem and 
the Northern Alliance is calling for demili- 
tarisation of Kabul prior to the holding of di- 
alogue. 

Beyond this AfghanLstaiVs ciu-rent polit- 
ical reality, that of the ongoii\g civil war, also 
militates against torahimi's rational conclu- 
sions. It is a reality built around three spe - 
cific factors . One none of the Afghan fac- 
tions ei\ioying militarv dominance have 
been wiUiiig to enter into negotiations witiT 
a Veaker' group > iwo. torre has ueen the * 
d^5ning factor in Aff^an politics not any ad - 
mmistrative or mteller.tiial competence. 
Three, military and economic support nro- 
yided to warring factio?i.s by the neighbour- 
ing states has^eatly contributed to the con - 
tiniratlon of the Afghan civil ym . 

Essentially since the 199? Soviet with- 
drawal from Afghanistan these tiu'ce factors, 
perhaps to a varying degree, have defined 
the political ascendancy and decline of var- 
ious Afghan factions. No political entry or 
exit from Kabul has been a dialogue-trig- 
gered one. Rocket-raiiis alone have altered 
political climate. Perlia^>s the only exception 
was the stepping down of President Sibghat- 
Ullah Mujaddadi under the terms of the 
1994 Islamabad Accord, Miyaddadi, militar- 
ily, was a weak entity; Rabbani was not. Ac- 
cordingly in violation of the Islamabad Ac- 
cord he refused to step down and contiimed 
as president until forced out by the Taliban 
on September 27. 

Tlie militarily stiperior Soviets were will- 



ing to leave AfglianLstan only when the cost 
of staying in power was high. The last So- 
viet J^esij^entjtt^^ 
had turned into "a bleeding woimd ^ as the 
Soviets exited under the cover of the 1988 
Geneva Accords, Today's Af^ian situation 
holds no parallel with the 1988 "bleeding 
wound^ The v^-arring factions, supported by 
ejrtemal patrons, do not consider the human 
and matertjd cost of a continuing conflict as 
high. Stoppage of external support at pre- 
sent is not conceivable. Larger strategic ob- 
jeclives of Afglvanistait*s neighbours compel 
them to support the Afghan factions. 

Given this complex situation soriie West- 
ern capitals believe the UN role can be of 
mediating peacre among the non-Afghan par- 
ties to the conflict including the United 
States. Perhaps a second round of Geneva 
can solve what now appears to be an in- 
tractable Afglian problem. 

in the normal flow of events there is no 
getting away from ilw past. Thy \iW m 
Afghan political culture ^vas cast in U\e years 
of the gre^it CIA-funded Islamabad-authored 
Algnan jehaj . Then the gun-powder lan- 
guage had triggered a zero-sum game of 
politics among the Afghans. Political ac- 
commodation was not on the cards , in 
power bazaars labels of the acceptable and 
the non-acceptable, of the jehadi and the 
evil commiuiist, and of the nationalist and 
the Toreign agent* were freely exchanged on 
basis of political ot>PQrtunisni. Yesterday's 
*evii communist', the Uzbek general 
Basheed Dostum became acceptable to 
Hizbe-Islami Gulbadeen Hikmatyar if lie 
helped Hikmatj-ar in his power struggle. 
SimUarly the May ally of tl\e Tediban became 
their arch eiiemy witlihi 72 hours. 

Beyond the Afghan factions Afghanis 
neighbours equally comfortably have been 
changing labels. Yesterday's enemy for 
Tehran Hikmatyar Is today a useful fmd for 
them, Islamabad's instant discovery the 
"young and sharp" General Malik is today a 
totally distrusted man in Islamabad. Such 
are the patterns of power play repeating 
tliemselves in Afgl^anistan*s case. 

Meanwlule tiie UN can play a distinctly 
two-dimensional role in Af^anistan. At tlw 
humanitarian level it mtist increase it^s eT" 
foits aimed at mobiiismg member states to 
contribute to a fast, diminislung pool of hu- 
manitarian and reconstruction funds. 

Humanitarian aid needs to be provided to 
ail of Afghanistan disregarding the poliiical 
orientation of the controlling factiotis.JM. 
the political front, Iweven the choice is not 
the UN's own. The UN faces a tough task. 
Without a ghared view among Afghanistan s 
neighboring states of what a future Afglian 
political setup must be. UN peacemaking on 
Af^ianistan will be still-bom leaving the UN 
to essentiaiiv remain active only on the hu - 
manitarian front for now. 



Taliban enter 
Mazar4-Sharif 

Opposition denies setback; gunbattles continue 



. From ismali khan . 

PESHAWAR: In a little over tl«ee 
, itwnths pf their humiliating defeat.in 
; M war^^T^arlf, the Ihliban reportciliy 
' supported by Hezb-i-lslami conintiirv 
derg entered the northern city. of 
Afghahlstan 'fllesdayi captured tUe 
airport find consolidated the gains in 

- i (Jaytlfln? battle \^ith the fqrc?s q( 

- Gen MaaHk aad Heib- Wahdat. - - 

• U^dependent sources and limi^- 
tlonal aid w-ori <?r3 said sporadic gun- 
fire In dUi^rect parts. of the city 
^ forced the pecple'lnsidfe their houses, 
* aiid niaricets were dosed ahd tension 
■^ Was mountir\g, •'5 : Is not dear who is 
' fighting who, but there Is a street 
'editing ri^t now In Mazar-i^liariT, 
an aid worker said. *T{ie streets are 
deserted and markets are dosed", he 
said, adding international relief agen- 
cies have been asked to stay off the 
streets. 

The ICRC staff in Mazar-i-Sharif 

has also been asked to remain inside 
their offices tiU further orders. Un- 
confinned reports said chaos fol- 
lowed gun-battJe inside tlie city, a UN 
office vras looted by unidentified gtin* 
. n^n* The UN, howe\Tr, iisaid to iwe 
not made up its mind 
uating its staff from th 

city. • . . ; • 

Read of ' tlte Ji 
Afghinislan, Gen Abdd 
dramatic switch^ to Hi1<rijgainst the 
Tfiiten on May 28 had led to th^ hU- 





for evac- 
eaguered 

ii^Siii 



mlliating defeat of tiie students mili- 
tia conceded fighting in Mazar and 
blamed the pro-l^ban elements for 
shooting. Maalik said fighting corilin- 
ued till afternoon ant! subsided after- 
wards. *The city is cahn and In oiU" 
full contror, he said in a radio inter- 
view. 

Dr lyib, a spokesman for opposi- 
tion alliance told Tlie News that tlie 

Taliban and -their supporter 3 .had 
come very dose to Mazar but dcuM 
they entered the dty "Some flgl^ting 
tookpiade but our forces with the 
help of the people have pvislied tlieiri 
back\ Ke claimed,' 

Maulvi KlialruUah Khairkhwa, 
'Taliban's interior minister, who Is 
spearheading the new push towards \ 
Maxar claimed the.students militia 
and their aJJies had taken over the i 
Mazar Airport. "Right now 1 am at 
the.airport and We are consolidating 
our positions'^ he said through his 
sateUite phone. Khairkhwa said U\e 
opposition forc^ gave up after iiii- 
tial resi^anc^ and h.nd leR behind a 
^number of dead bodies and arma-; 
ment, '.Independent sources con-' 
ruined t|« claim but Dr T^lb denied 
it "Our forces are still in, command 
of the airport"; he said. v V ' ^ 

Reports said tlu^ opposiUpwt jets 
,flew from the opposition.strongiiold 
ofShiberghan and defected to the 
l^ban-^Two' SU-2Z Jet. lighters 
landed at Herat while a third one 
flew into SiUndhand airbas??. Ni> fur- 
»ther details wete*a^able al>ouv tlie 
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persons on board the jets. *. 

V Khairkhwa said thelWiban ^ei>? ; 
mobilising their Oghters for a full- 
scale onslaught oh.tl\e Mazar but did 
not say when he Intended to do so. 
. The reports said the Taliban's 
dramatie resurgence in northern 
Af^nistan and tl^e strategic Mazar- 
1-Sharif has been made possible by 
' tlie He2b-i*Is]ami commanders M^id 
Bacha/ Bashir Khait and fighters of 
Juh\aXhan llamdard, who Minseif is 
In Jehraivfor considtations with ti\e 
party chief Gulbadin.HU<matyar. A 
Hezb source said Bashir. Khan has 
launched an attack^ on Maitsur 
Naderi- forces hi Pul-i-Khumri - a 
pass straddling the strategic Salang 
.Highway, linking to the south witli 
Kabujraiid J\ad made) substantial 

^;-^^VhiI.e M^id^Bacha helped tlie ' 
'lUlban.i*ith the much needed break-; 
through in Samangan and onwards, ' 
.^Ibma Khan's fighters helped the stu- 
d€iiU militia !n takihg control of the 
Mazar^-^harif /^irport^and triggered' 
^Btr€etr>attleg ihiSde the city. What^. 
appartufly started d revenge attack 
by ,Maiid Bacha agaii^t Commander 
MasbJod and Jed to^TSb.JJban*8' dra- . 
mat^c bounce-backf observers said, 
Is a carefully Uiouglit-out p -ui. 

< A Kezb leader Ustad Q?srecbur 
Rehrnan refused to comment on it 
but aald that.the present iscerario 
will result In a'centraHs!5rd govern- 
inentjjrv Afghanistan and aUw appre- j 
'tensions ot the -country's division ! 
^ongiethnlc-.UncsJ Another iparty j 
.'source Koweyef, said the H?!zb rom- 
iunder^.RaveL beeir^toli'jltnxi^jar^ I 
4enns.tof«i4)p<^ the.lidibaa.i ;V- 1 » 
^jJ>sl)r 'Mb. played down report^ of" 
an ai{lahce b^een the TWiban at^d 
Hez2>'i-lslami and said that tlte latesx 
situation was tiie result of some .'mis' 
undefstanding^ between local com- 
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Unesco sounds 
alarm gn Afghan 
cultural heritage 

PARIS (AFP) — UNESCO 
. Director General Federico Mayor 
has called on the Afghan people 
and the Inteinaiional community 
to protect Afghan cultural her^- 
\ itage after seveiai recent attacks 
damaged Buddha monument?, 
the UN's main cultural body an- 
nounced Wedn^ay. \ 

Mayor launched the call 
Monday during a visit to Pakistan 
alter learning that bombs in 
Afghanistan's Bamian region 
damaged the head of a large 
Buddha, the UN Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation said. 

The heritage of Afghanistan,, 
strategically situated on' the for-' 
mer silk uade route, "has suffered 
in a growing fashion from the 
conflicts and the disasters tliat 
have struck the country in these 
. latest times/ Mayor said. 



^Aid groups shattered by 

northern Afghan turmoil 



KABUL (AFP) - numaniiaiian 
aid to A/ghanisian has been dealt 
a shatleiing blow following 
widespread looting of agencies in 
the besieged anti-Taliban northern 
sL'Onghold. senior aid officials here 
told AFP. 

In three days of rampaging, 
armed gangs have laigetted for- 
eign aid groups based in Mazar-i- 
Sliarif which is currentiy under at- 
tack from the hardline Muslim 
niilitia. . *. . . 

"These iixndents have shattered 
the aid programme for northern 
Afghanistan. * said Kees Rietveld. 
Afghan coordinator for the 
European Community 
Hamanitarian Organisation 

(ECHO); 

ECHO/ which channels a coi- 
losaJ 45 million dollars of European 
cash to Afghanistan a year, had all 
of their supported agencies struck 
by the chaos. 

"Tbey have sent sent every pro- 
gramme we have back at least two 
months/ Rietveld complained. 
"Those months were stolen not 
only from the European taxpayer, 
but far niore importantly from the 



Afglian ^yeople " 

Beleaguered western aid groups 
in the city weie counting tiie costis 
after tosing vehicles, radios, satel- 
lite telephones, bathroom fittings, 
clothir^g and medicines to disaf- 
fected alliance uoops 

"An armed gang broke into our 
office armed v/ith guns and plumb- 
ing tools. They used wrenches to 
loot taps, toilets and other bath- 
room fittings." recounted one dis- ' 
tressed French aid wwker. 

One highly regarded aid group. 
International Assistance Mission 
(JAM), also suffered a near-crip- 
pling blow liom disaffected troops 
that went on the rampage es fight- 
ing^raged outside the city. 

**Our offkre in Mazar has had 
seven veliicles — almost our entire 
fleet — looted. This is a massive 
blow." said an lAM worker. 
Funded mainly by private dona- 
tions, lAM have been working in 
Afghanistan k>r over 30 years 

Aid groups also hit include OX- 
FAM, Pharmaciens sans 
Frontieres. Medecins sans 
Frontieres. the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, the 



Red Cross and Red Cresent 
Federation and German Agro 
Action. 

One aid worker contacted in the 
city told AFP the bandits were 
"ready to kill." as tales of expatri- 
ate staff being held at gunpoint fil- 
tered into tl^eir headquarters here. 

No physical harm to aid staff • 
has yet been reported. 

Afghanistan desperately needs 
vast amounts of aid after more 
than 17 years of civil war which 
has ief t mud) of its population des- 
titute and unable to help them- * 
selves. 

Problems stem from a shattered 
infrastructure, amputee victims of 
the esUmated 10 million land- 
mines in th^ country and poor hy- 
giene. 

Rietveld said the widespread 
k»ting will have a massive impact 
on the morale of dedicated aid 
workers who regularly risk their 
lives in the humanitarian cause. 

"The biggest effect will be on 
the morale of these very people. 
Money may keep coming, but 
aid workers may not." he ex- 
plained. 




By M, ILYAS KHAN 

. PESHAWAR The Taliban in 
Afghanistan may not be as averse to fe- 
male education as the Western world be- 
lieves, or as they themselves pose, latest 
information originating from Afghanistan 
isveab, 
•A 5 



Afgh 
West 



e 



rn Clams 

Uiat in Gbaznl where the Taliban hsve dents are airb, she sakf. ' 1^'> " - 
ciomiJia.ed foi the last two yean=. approx- ' -n,e h^sh ^licy been more'strirt 

™ty 85 per «nt of the girv are still in in Kabul.' Ms ^KlS^piSS 

iiT- ■ .V outside the cities- is totally different 

H w mainly one province - Logar • however. In mral aieS, ti^Z^Sbc^ 

'Z,:^^ti^ZJ'"!!!^' 9"J ■ is crucial.Whan^att^iteTiS^°e- 



mast. 80 per cent of the' giris- schools to-l > ^Se^t^th?Swem« ' « i^-^'^?!^ ff^- 

cated in rural areas under l^liharfg 



;g ISD) .of.SX:^ 'said recent jnterviev/-r- just ou tside Herat over a third d the st J 
£,KScioIs,'^125 gidrf. sdioois and 897 mixed 
|:,sc^wls^oo^ in the form' of pii- 



MS Pia Karteson. education advisor at girls* schools and since then thw hAvA Thl^nT. uVi:u- ']!^' ^'' ' ^"- V^'^ 

since 1984, cunently supports 4 22 hdy^^^, 

Ms Karlsson said it was possible to 
o^r/Jnue. and even expand, girls' prlma- 
. ry education in Taliban- controlled rural 
areas provided one kept a low profile, re- 
sorted to occasional negotiations and 
discuiiloii^ will I Uie Taliban authorities, 
and v;hen the need arose, to threaten 
withdrawal of all financial asslstaiice to 
education in Afghanistan.' - -^ ';^^"v' 
'' The priDdptes regarding wbmiSs' rbls 
lu Afghanistan \yere established by Lhe 
UN seo^e^Qiy Qenerai in auttimn ^j^t 
year/ she said: • r' - • : ■.. 
The Nordic counnies and the KlJ 
rt these principles, but UNICEF ap- 
to adhere, to a more strict stance- 
pplying these. prrndples by cut- 



nary rural primary schools in 1994-95, 
mostly before the advent of th§ T^iban. ' 

These schools were intnxiueed in ar- 
eas considered more conservative a;«d 
«rfvrWt^-i V -T- - T- - ■ traditional/ she said, adding, "the pur- 

lUIJIwrjejl^gi^^ tho nina pcae vww tn ednt^t/* oiH^ in rlasses one 

9Ct^|>i07ir^a.% : to.thiee.' Normally, these schools are 

^ ^® feniale teach- 

«a arid waidaJt.i.^. : .V • j ery^ and being urxxjntioversial. they are 



j^**«*T{_sc*K)cjSLand home schools. ' 

msyey.^ tiiese schoote. oonducied 
'*'"^:'?ai^rJul5^y 100 SCA 




excemery coriserva- 
g^S^^^^iPl^^^^e^'s^^^^ • tive settings, she saki.'^ . . 
'^fiSE^^^M.^:??^^. Of/; Surveyors furu^er found that 48 per 



r-J^^^^^^^"^^^ students, were attendr^^ 

I'^^d'^h^^^''^^^^^^^^ that mar^ 



- . , • - .r- i^ar.provmcQ after, the advent of the . controlled areas. The result ins that tho^ 



Jewish TV searching lost tribe 



- By AHMAD MUAFFAQ 
I ' ' ' * 2AIDAN 
. 'JPESHAWAK — A Canadian TV 
team oilginally Jev/s concluded 
the filming of an invesUgattve 
movie In Pakhtoon areas of North 
West Pakistan. The team ufed its 
. best to amass the proofs and evi- 
deoces which make the Jews 
originally Pakhtoon. 

According to sources close to 
this team, who confirmed that ail 
the members of this team were 
Jews and their director Symakha 
Jakomine. 45. was a Je*<v as well. 
\" He Is Romanian but migrated 
to Palestine; The team, tried for 
months to get visas for entering 
into Pakistan/but the security au- 
thorities delayed it fot a kjcg time 
till they agreed later on. • ' 



in Afghanistan 



* A source who worked with the 
■team, said that they came with a 
pre-planned idea and tried their 
best to pro^/e that Afghans were 
Jews. 

"The source quoted one team 
worker as saying, "many tribes in 
the world were eager to be ac- 
ceptad as Jews, but we do not ac- 
cept them easiiy.ut why you ate 
not accepting this." he ques- 
tioned. 

Some Jew historians are of the 
!opinion that the lost tribe went to 

Middle £ast and then proceeded 

to Afghanistan; ^Uzbekistan and 
India. 

A source said we tried our best 
to convince ihem to go into 
Afghanistan and start probing 
there as well *but they rejected 
the idea of Jews' Afghan origin 
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Is only In Pakistani Pakhtoon, but 
not Ln Afghanistan*. 

According to a source the ori- 
gin of Pakhtoon is controversial 
amor>g the historians and v/riters 
and anthropologists. 

Some say they ate Aryans. The 
British governor in the area In the 
last century. Olf Caroe, who wrote 
a book The Pathan. tiled to prove 
the Jews of Pakhtoon origin. 
Some Afghan historians and intel- 
lectuaJs bes^eved that such as Idea 
floated during the Mughal era. so 
they were too much against 
Pakhttx)n, and U^ey could not find 
a vyrorse abuse than this. 

The Mughal forced the writer 
Akhund Darwisa to write a book 
with the title of Makhzana!- 
Afghan to Introduce in It this 
Idea. 

After this, the conflict between 
Afghans and Iranians reached Its 
climax, when the Iranian also fol- 
lowed the same loot of Mughal 
and they convinced Nehmat Ullah 



Haravl from Herat to compile an- 
other book to back the same idea 
Pieshan Khattak, a Pakhtoon 
historian who heads the Alkhair 
University Islamabad. In his book 
VVhoare Pakhtoon" v/rites* The 
rn gration of Jews started 'from 
this area and not vice versa. 

ZairnayHiwad mSi. a Pakhtoon 
Historian, proved in his articles 
quoting Norwegian, British and 
Germans that the origin of 
^a^n^ls from Aryans and 

P.k^S^"^.^° the Afghans and 
mistanls who were interviewed 

^,^/";^^i«es between the Jews ; 

C,rM and Jews are at- ' 

tachlng themselves with it. While 

has been mer^^! 
nnpmo c ^^^P^^r^^l^mlc Arabic j 
poems. So why the Afghans are ! 
net saying we are Arabs. [ 

"I ^aKiuo or Arabic due to the > 
promjnence of that languago m ' 
that parUcuiar time 

JJ^at the film will be aired bv 
Canadian films in the beginning 
of January next year. " ^""""^ 
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^KABOutAFPi'-rJ A top Afghan : 
n^0fjcie^BLcefr olficial ^ Mas ■' 
pouied*cold"'water. on a 'draft 
;U8aty;baimIng the use.of 8nU\ 
:p^8pimel:inine$/>5aylng it will 
iSavalittlellmpacuqii .contlniied 
iuseplthe devices... -V-.- 
%^Farid pomayoun, Afghan head , 
'crf^thtf British. HALO; trust; said 
^ftth'^xnaior * producers Rusisja/ 
: China* and Iridia keeping out cf 
'Weclnesda/s Oslo .draft accord; 
mines will :8tlil be readily:, avail- 
fable andusedr^"" — ' 



meaning for Afghans 



'8 lust 



^.;?[-It, sounds good, tjut Iff 
W impractical piece p A4 paper 



IjusVs^ilke -UN :-'dBci8lbns," 
^UpmayodnJScommeated. ' 'This 
IwiU aotiCbaiigQ,tbe;iiyes^of the 

!S:Some*100.coujDUies have. been, 
.associated with the draft treaty 
•to be signed in early December, 
Diit sticking to the sidelines were 
'China/India'and Russia, all ma- 
'jor producers and users of mines. 

A'US delegation pulled out of 
;the landmines conference claim-* 
'ing - defense com miiments^ in 
paiiiculai for the 37.000 US 
•troops stationed in South Korea 
^iong the border with the J^orth. 
'?v*Wh9;'caies"lf. rich countries 
;bah-inliie.97''Their -products are 
too ^' expeiislve X anyway.:* 'and 
cheap Chinese/' Indian ' and 
JRus5iari '^mines • are still ' avail- 
able,' Homayoun" said. ' V 



He '.said *cach Chinese or 
•Indian anii-personnel mine costs 
as little as 30 cents to buy and 

* 100 dollars to clear, a "logical'* 
weapon for the defensive needs 
Of any army. 

'For countries like 
' Afghanistan that «. aie already 

• mined this will have no effect, 
and it will only divert attention 
from the real problem which Is 

'the exisung rnines," Homayoun 

■ asserted/. •* 

'UN estimates say Afglianistan 
Is littered with up to 10 million 
' mines, while Uie HALO trust 
says 'the true figure is some- 



'"It will not be easy to remove 
mines from all over the world, 
but this is only a first step and a 
beginning." said Tah^ln 
Disbudak. head of the UN mine 
action center in Kabul . 
*' He said the main* benefit for 
Afghanistan would be increased 
international awareness of the 
mines problem, and hoped re- 
newed enthusiasm would bring 
more funding for cash-strapped 
clearance operations. 

"This Is a big achievement for 
the time being, and the process 
will take a long time the same as 
it did' for treaties 'on chemical, bi- 



where between 600,000 and one ologlcal and atomic weapons, 



tnilUon. 

, / Oh an average 25 Afghans axe' 
killed or injured everyday by 
mines. 

' Homayoun said even If a com- 
.plete ban was. agreed, military 
scientists would develop a new 
and equally desuuctlve weapon, 
but with a different name, 
/ .^'Whatever Is agreed. mJlitaiy 
■ forces will still use them: they 
•need to defend themselves and 
millions' of cheap ' stockpiled 
mines aie easy to get on the 
black market/ he said. 

However one United Nations 
official was less pessimistic, call- 
ing the draft agreement a' 'first 
step" for the complete eradica- 
tion of mines. 



Disbudak explained. 

-The pressure on- Clinton is a 
clear sign of the Importance of 
the issue." he added. 

But echoing a generally cyni- 
cal response here, a western UN 
source said the draft only repre- 
sented a knee-Jerk response to 
the death of -anti-mine cam- 
paigner Diana, Princess of Wales, 
killed* on 'August 31 in a car 
aash, 

' *It just looks like an over-emo- 
tional flood of political correct- 
ness brought: on' by ^Diana's 
death." said the source, ;who re- 
quested anonymity. . * ^ ^ .. , 

• • "Given tiihe people v^ill fOrget 
about it and victims will keep 
being blown up. 
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UN staff airlifted 



from Mazar-i-Sharif 

Hezb leader leaves Pakistan 



PESHAWAR: The UN staff and for- 
eign aid workers trapped in 
Afghanistan's beleaguered town of 
Mazar*i-Sharif were Saturday air^ 
lifted to Isla2nabad and Peshawar, a 
UN offidai said. 

MeanwhUe, Abdul ; Hadi 
- Arsfhahdiwal/a leader of Gulbaddin 
Hckroatyar's He2b-i-Islami» left Pe- 
flhawar.for Dubai Saturday tvfter 
being served an expulsion cntier by 
t^ Mcfaftan government 
i;. Aijjhandiwai, wIk) served as a fi- 
nance minister In the ousted Rab- 
bani goyemmeht until the fall of 
Kabul to the 'Mban In September 
last year/ was given 24 hours to 
leave Paldstan after having been 
declared persona non grata. No 
reason was given in the expulsion 
order served on him by an offlrer ' 

of the Inter-^ervices Ii\l«lllgence 

Arghandlwal was seen off at the 
Peshawar airport by Heib-I-Islami 
(Hekxnatyar) ofDcials and some of 
his relatloiu). He has already ob- 



tained a visa for Iran and wiil 
proceed to Zahidan, where Hekmat- 
yar is based aAer taking refuge In 
Iran. 

He may try to shift his family 
from Pesliawar to Iran later. His fa- 
ther, who is based in the US and is 
presently visitiitg Pakistan, will look 
after Arghandiwal's family during 
this period. 

Haji Mohammad FUd, who la 
the second Hezb-i-Islaml leader 
served with an expulsion order, 
hasn't yet left I^aJdstsit. 

He has been desperately trying 
to get his expulsion orders can- 
celled with the help of sympathetic 
Paldslani Individuals and organiza- 
tions, including Qazi Hussaln 
Ahmad's Jamaat-i-lslaml. Afghan 
sources said he has been allowed to 
stay a few more days in ftddstan to 
enable him to prepwe for his Jour- 
ney. ' 

They f»;lt he will cveniualiy have 
to leave Pakistan. But sources close 
to H^l FWd said he was hopeful 
that his expulsion order will be 
withdrawn. 



"<oujrtry by Sunday. ! .i*" « . . 

Arghandiwal was reluctant* to . 
talJc when reached by The News on 
phone. However* he said he will i 
abide by the ordeia and Qy to Dubai ;: 
Saturday morning, leaving his fam^ ^' 

rily behind. He was unsure of his ' 

» tliuiX dwUiLoGui., ih^xx^ it is poool ■■ 

bie that he ends up in Irtfn where , 
■ Hekmatyar took refuge sometime . 

after the fall of Kabul to the Miban. : 
. '-VJ^en presaed, Arghnndiwa] said 
he wasn't told as to why he was 
.: being asked to leave Pakistan. T 
, don't know my crime. I have spent 
; 20 years in Peshawar and have . 
. never done anything against Pak- 
istan's interests,' he argued. He 
claimed no decision was. taken 

against Paklstantfveji In the recent 
Hezb-i-Islami central executive- ^ 
meeting held in Zahidan In Iran. 'I 
attended that meeting and all we 
talked there ^*as on ways and 
means , to bring peace to 
Afghanistan," he informed. 

Haji P^ld was not available. ^ 
However. Afghan sources said he ' 
didn^t aUend the party meeting in ' 
Iran but helped arrange Iranian 
visas for other Hezb-i-Islami dele- 
gates proceeding to Zahidan- 

Both Arghandiwal and H<\ii F^d 
were Issued with letters containing 



the same message. The conieiits of 
the fellers weren't T^e^^ M jthey 
obviously ordere8 them"to^&ve 
Pakistan within 24 hours. Arghandi- 
wal wa^ summoned Thursday and 
sensed th^ notice while HfJJ^khd 
was informed of his expOlAion Fri- 
day...^.- .•^or- ^ : , 

The real cause of decIaHitg the 
two Uo7K.i.iRiami nenioTta ♦ non 
grata isn*t clear but In the badrdrop 
of Hekmatyar*8 prolonged 'stay In 
Iran and his recent statements it is 
possible that' Pakistan govenuneht 
suspected that some of the party 
leaders were acting agaiiist Pak- 
istanis interests. Islamabad wasn't 
pleased when Ilekma^ joined the 
Rabbani government as prim^' min- 
ister and later accuse4 Pakb&h'of 
interfering in Afghaiiistan*s' affairs 
and supporting thdlWibari.^^/ • 

A few months' back, two Afghan 
mujaliideen . commanders, / H^l 
Qadeer, who served as governor of 
Nangarhar before its fall to the 1^- 
iban, and Hail Mohammad Zanlan 
were also ordered to leav^ Pak- 
istan: At that time, the IWiban Is- 
lamic government had formally 
complained to the Pakistari govern- 
ment that the two .commanders 
were spearheading an aiined cam- 
paign against them in Nangarhar 
and Kunar provinces from-* Pak- 
istan's soil. ' ' . ' 
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WMfmi claim gains 



Bamii Ifeport 



- • :: 



PESHAWAR: TTae T&liban on Thurs- 
day clalnwd military gains in north- 
em Afghanistan near Mazar-i-Sharif . 

Their spokesman in Peshawar 
said the Taliban aid dielr allied 
forces had captured Shortapa and 
Sharak districts as they tightened 
'their hold arourtc^ M£zar-i-Sh:uif. 

Sources in the Afghan consuiate 
In Peshawar said the Taliban seized 
three jeeps, six pieces of heavy ar- 
tillery and four tanks In the lighting 
and captured 50 soldiers. Tl\cy said 
Qazi Amir Jan, a oommander of 
Uzbek warlord Gen RSisheed Dostum, 
was also captured 

Qazi Amir Jan k a deput>' of 
Hezb-I'Islami (IJekmatyar) comman- 
der Juma Khan Hanr;dard, who has 
remained loyal to Dostum and had 
some support in Baith town and Its 
suburbs. 
' The claims couldn't be confirmed 



' from independent sources. " - " 
Meaiwhie, a report reaching Pe- 
shawar saic the Taliban and their 
lorjil allies nad made advances to- 
wards Mazai-i-Sliarif from the Balkh 
and Y;uigi ^ila side after makinj} 
gains on tlus frontline. It claimed 
some defenclBrs of ^iazar•l•Sila^if had 
fled the city in two iielicoptcrs to 
Bamian, the stronghold of the Shia 
Hezb-i-WahdJtt party of Karim Kialfli. 
Anii-TaJJban dismissed these claims 
and termed i: wishful thinking, 

MeanwhLe, Uzbek warlord Gen 
Abdul M:dlk Sias made a renewed call 
for a united front against the Taliban 
am] urged tlie people of northern 
Afghanistan lot to lose tliis last op- 
portunity' to defeat li\e Tidiban. in aj\ 
Interview, he pledged to flglit the Tal- 
iban untit the end. 

On tho oti er hand^ a jirga of tribai 
elders fnum North and South Waziris- 
tan agencies In Makin vowed to 
bunch a peace mission to put an end 



Mazarii-Sharif 

Vt /l. -:' ■•' . -T. t.\-V< .1 J, . 



to the bloodshed hi AfghanisteL^ 

The meeting; presided by free- 
dom lighter Fkqir of Ipl's grandson, 
Niaz All Khan, urged both the Taliban 
and their opponents to agree to the 
tribal peace mission instead of allow- 
ing outsiders and vested tnlertsta to 
advance Iheir cause. Tliey also called 
upon the Pakistan government to ex- 
tend support to their peace mission; 
ATP adds: Fierce artiiiery ex- 
changes between Taliban farces and 
their northern opponents poinded 
areas close to Mazar-I-Sharif early 
Thursday^ independent sources said. 

'Mban fighters positioned within 
35 kilometers east of the dt>' kept up 
a barrage of heavy fire from dawn to 
mid-morning, but neither side ap- 
peared to ^s-in a^ly gains from the bat- 
tle ^ ti\e sources said. They said a 
niunber of rockets and shells struck 
areas in the eastern and southern 
edges of Mazar-i-Sharif, which U the 
only Afghan city not held by the Tal- 



iban and theoppositJon alliances seat 
of shadow government 

No fuithff detaib on the exact lo- 
cation to thenorth ur exst of the dty 
were immedately s'/aHable. 

Although Taliban fighters iiave 
not yet entered the dusty northern 
dty, the malroppoatior supply route 
to firontlines locth o f th« Afghan cap- 
ital remain bocked. 

Meanwhit, Iranian rbrcign Min- 
ister Kama! Khar azl Wednesday 
hinted at inilathig frejh peace ef- 
forts in Af|hanistan. He voiced 
Iran's readijess to settle Afghan 
issue througE talks Bd"tei his meeting 
with UN Gineral Seaetarj' Kofi 
Annan. • 

He said Inn In caoperation with 
the UN will try to encourage the 
Afghan groups forces t: reconcile. 
The foreign ninlstef pledged that 
Iran will conlnue its efforts to end 
Afghan crisis did wdcone assistance 
of other counrles. 
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Rivals mount fresh 



offeiisive on Taliban 

'Islamabad (afp) vHeavy 

fighting aupied near the northein 



r.' 



AlBhaa. fcity. "o( Mazai-i-Sharil 
.Tuesday^; as,' opposition Uoops 
•lauDched a inajor offensive against 
•Taliban ; militia rirontllnes, the 
^Afohanl^lamic Piess lAiP) report- 

'••*In' a separate incident, two 
Taliban jets cariied out an ai: raid 
on the headquaiveis of ilie oppcsi- 
Uon Shuie Hezb-i-Walidat group 
in the central dty of Bamiyan. th^ 
Pakistan-based AIP Bald. 
/ Fighting taged near Shahrak 
and Shapirak disuicts. 15 kilome- 
ters 19»3 jniles) northeast of Mazar- 
L-Sharif. the agency said, adding 
eight Taliban fighters had died. 
• VSix opposition flghte;s were 
killed .and 25 Injured.; th^ report 

h No. independent 'ConfirmaUon 



Islamic militia last weak. AiP le- 
ported. 

Opposition sources claimed 
they had recaptured HairaCan on 
Sunday but Taliban officials insist- 
ed the pott, on the Oxus liver 
which forms the border between 
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, was 
'stilJ in their hands. 

AIP said the attack, mounted 
after leinfoicements arrived from 
c^nual Bamiyan province, hekl by 
an opposition ally Hezb-i-Wahdat. 
was aimed at flushing out the 
Taliban fighters from a key inter- 
section leading to Mazar-l- Sharif 
and Hairatan. " 

Meanwhile. the Taliban 
launched an air raid on the centiai 
city of Bamiyan. iniuriiig four peo- 
ple. APsaki. ' ^ 

Two Taliban jets attacked the 
city around 12.00 p.m. local time 



n;^^ :(07.30 GMT) and dropped four 
STsffrepoffl^^^ 

^fficm oUbe^ lighting was not ' 'the jets attacked the group s V^- 

.iO^UGOQ :9i.;|^^..yv^*^^« : \.. ' quarters but there were no casual- 

^T^nhtinn was also ooing on at " ties In the buikiing. ' 

Se S Ova port of .Haimtan. east Uie attack was jmmediateiy avail- ! 
•Qi Mazar-l-Shaiif. whidi feU to the able. 

Kabul crackdown on 
^^"""^^^ beard trimmers 



KABUL (AFP) Afghanistan s 
Taliban have punished 16 men 
who breached religious law by 
trimming their compulsory 
beards, state-run radio shariat an- 
nounced Tuesday . ^ 

"Sixteen men who naa 
trimmed theli beards conuary to 
Islamic Shaiiat were given ^haitat 
punishment by the personnel of 
the department for the suppres- 
sion of vice and promotion oi 

virtue.' the radio said. ; 
The report did not spealy what 

punishment the beard trimmers 
received, but anti-vice officials 
say a brief and symbolic beat ng 
with a lenghty rubber hose is the 
usual action. 

"Also a taxi driver who was 
carrying a number of women who 
had not properly observed the he- 
jab was imprisoned for 48 hours, 
the report added. 

"in the course of their palroi 
operations in various parts of 
Kabul city the department teams 
invited people to observe virtue 
and abstain from vice."* It said. 

The Taliban have set up a per- 
manent beard inspection post — 
made up of around six fighters — 
outside the minisuy of lusiice on 
a busy roundabout.jesidents re- 
ported. - 



The Taliban's minister of |us-! 
tice. Mullah Nurrudln Turabi. 
won fame throughout Kabul when , 
he personally supervised the 
mass roundup of 700 bus passen* 
gers In a town near Kabul who 
had tilmmed their beards. ' *. 

As part of the Taliban's quest 
for a nation of beard?, locals say 
, he has set up a dedicated post 
outside his office. - 
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Male pedestrians are noW sub- 
ject to rouUne inspections, and if 
caught with unsatisfactory le^/ete 
of facial hair, are summoned into 
the minisUy compound and given 
a lashing by zealous militiamen. 

-In future I will not dare pass 
that roundabout because I caimol 
bear the humiliation." comment- 
ed one local victim of the check-, 
post. 

According to Taliban religious 
sch'S^s. rules Tegarmng t^^^^^ 

''t'^TZ7%^^s aim to 
establish a -pure Islamic state 
ladio Shaiiat has announced he 
arrest punishment or sacking 
■ ?omgo4i^entpostsofatl^^^ 
1 200 alleged beard trimmers in 
and around Kabul 
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Taliban detain 



taken from the jouniaiists were re- 
turned, but video uipes from both 
teie^iszon crews were confiscated 

official for three hours ^-^^'^^ 

banned from ^rkL-^g and education 
and forced to wear 2 chaddar cover- 
ing the entire bodj: 

^fore leaving for Islam- 
atad Emma Bonino accused l^ban 
of inCic^ a "^cigr. of terror:- Boriiiio 
daimed she was trj-eatened ;vith a 
KaiashniKov rifle a.-.d several of her 
p^up were beaten on the back with 
the weapons. 

"^isanexan-cpieofhowpeople 
live here under i reign of terror" 



No one allowed to break laws,.isays commander 

JSIMIABAD: European Union (EU) catch. "I W bfought 4m in my 
Commissioner for humanitarian aid » u^^^.^^l ^ 



their side." In Brussels, the European 
Commission on Monday attempted to 
prevent the arrest blowing up into a* 
major diplomaiic incident, while Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel 
slammed the Taliban over the inddent 



Emma Bonino returned to Islamabad 
late Monday fronn Kabul wher^ ab^ 
and her entourage were dvt^Md by 
tihbajx auU^orttJes for brer three 
hours for taking pictures of woroen. 

Bonino did not speak to journal- 
ists present at Islamabad airport and 



pick-up,"^ he boasted, they were tak-^ 
Ing picuires of Muslim women," 

both the photAp^aiid filming•o^ 
. IMng creattires! Is strictly banned' 
According to several aid "workers, 
the incident escalated when the CNN 
crew attempted to pass off a blank 



^K^^^^"^^ a CNN team , the hospital, following complaints 
led by Chnstiane Amanpour, a over the open use of Ihelr cameras. 



French television crew from Canal 
I1us,.a British journalist and two Ital- 
ian plhqtographert. 

AFP report from Kabul said the 
head of the Taliban's detection sec- 
tion, H^i Habibulbh had said that 
the delectation had filmed and taken 
photographs of women while on a 
guided lour of a women's hospital. 

This is just to convey to them 
that they cannot break the law,'' he 
said, adding the male director of U\e 
hospital had raised the alarm. 

However, Hablbullah appeared 
unconcerned of the Identity of his 
prisoner and said he was proud of his 



"Everybody knows the rules re- 
garding video her^ ar)d not even 
CN'N are above them,' one foreign 
aid worker told AFR ' 

• 'What they (CNN) do not realise 
Is that even iN-ith Donino they aix; t\6L 
above the vice and virtue laws,^ an- 
other complained. * .. 

. "They may have got good 'OJ but I 
hope they have not ruined the 
chances of European funding for suf- 
fering Afghan's by causing an Inter- 
national stink," she said • * ; 
Nine vehides. . and eqiiiprnent 



she said. "1 have just had a meeting 
with foreign aflairs officials and they 
said they were sorry for the incident 
and I said I was loo," a defiant Bonino 
added. 

"I was tr>-mg to keep hold of my 
bag and %-a$ threatened with a 
Kaiasknikov — I had the feeling no- 
one was in charge and I was very 
scared, nobody knows the rules here. 
These religious police who drive 
around just make up their own rules." 

Bonino said that during her deteiv 
tion she was scared that the situation 
would "escalate not on our side but on 



is an act of cynical contempt 
towards the European Union and a 
slap m Lhe face for all those who want 
to help the people of Afghanistan " 
Kinkel said in a statement ' 
The incident displayed the 7^^ 
ibans -grotesque attitude," to 
^•ome.'i. he added. But Brussels 
played dowTi the incident 

Tnis may well have been a banal 
incident that had nothing to do with 
the personaUty of Mrs. Bonino," chief 
spokesnun Klaus van der Psas said. 

**It iray have been more than that 
but we'd like to know more before 
making any st^ment", he added. \im 
aer P25 said Bonino 's team had re- 
ceh-ed apologies from the Afghan for- 
eign mL-Jstry and ruled out ai^ move 
to suspend £U humanitarian aid to 
Afgharl'tan.— AFP 
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Bonino says 
Taliban apologised, 
incident closed 

ISLAMABAD: European Uitlon Com- 
missioner Emma Bonino said T^ies- 
d2V th« Taliban • rflgimA in 
Afghanistan had tendered apolo^es 

to h4r avot hdr datontiQn in SCabuI 

and the incident is dosed. 

Bonino, a Commissiner for hu-. 
manitarian aid, was held for several; 
hours on Monday by. the TUiban' 

after membeis of htr entuui Age vbit- 
ing Kabul to assess the aid situation 
took pictures of women. 

Speaking at a news conference in, 
she said the detention of herself and 
her entourage in a police station in 
Kabul on Monday was the result of 
some "misunderstanding" between 
the Afghan religious police and re- 
porters accompanying her. 

The incident which occured Mon- 
day in Kabul Fbb'clinic, ^md wliich led 
Ui thfi dfitention of mv rleleention in 

forced custody by the religious police 
for more than three hours liad its ori- 
gin in a misunderstanding between 
our press people and local authori- 
ties,* slie said 

However, Bonino said, "the inci- 
dent was dosed with the apologies of 
two members of the Talibtin tuliniid'y- 
ti^on and I do not w?nt to dramatise 
or d>vel] furtlier on IC 

She said the European Commu- 
nity Humanitarian Office (ECHO) 
would continue to give assistance to 
war-ravaged Afghai\i<tan 'provided 
this aid is administered freely, witiiout 
harrassment." 



loo V 

Bonino, who visited Talibatvheld 
Kabul and the opposition-controlled 
northern city of F^zabad in 
Badakhshan province, said she felt 
there was a "real need" to keep inter- 
national hunxanitarian aid for the peo-' 
pie of Afghanistan at 'east at the cur- 
rent level, 

"I LcjLktj Lilt cuu u J uLtienl that Lliia 

will be the case as far as ECHO is 
concerned provided, of course, that 

this aid can be admLrJitered freely, 
without harassment, and in accor- 
dance with inteniatioiiaJ hmnanitar- 

ian conventions," siie stressed. 

Bonino said she admired Uie peo- 
ple of Afghanistan, "for their en- 
durance, and their cnpacity in sur\ive 
and even develop their skills in a 
coimtry rav-aged by vi-ar for almost 20 
years. 

She underlined that "'harassment" 
H-as part of Uie daily life of people ii\ 
Kabul including the expatriate staff 
engaged in hiimaniLarian aid. 

"Random cliecks and arbitrar>' ar- 
rests are a fact of life in the capital, 
and so are public beatings for non- 
compliance' wth the Taliban dress 
codes or *beard standarxb," she said. 
She was alluding to rej>orts that the 
regime punishes people who trim 

Bonino said she had no doubt tlie 
code of conduct and tlie st}'le of life 
imposed by the T^iban was "re- 
sented" by ail liiose Afghaits who do 
not share Pu^htun culture and tradi- 



tions, as **abiisive and oppressive." 

She stressed tlie European Union 
\^ill "never acquiesce in tliis reality" 
and hoped tiie entire UN system will 
nunain committed to upholding the 
basic principles on human rights. 

i3onino said no military solution 
^111 bring lasting peace in 

Afghanistan. 

Tlie roots of Afglmnistan's prob- 
ienis are political and tliey need a po- 
litical solution, involving all interested 
regional and outer powers," she ob- 
served.— AFP 

Out Ppshawar Riireait tpimrtz- 
Head of UN Special Mission for 
Afghani.stan Dr Norbert HoU -ex. 
pressed his deep regret at tl\e incident 
wiiich led lo Uie temporazy detention 
of Ms, Bonino and her delegation by 
il\c authorities in Kabul and felt tluit 
such unwelcome development Iiad re- 
ally marred relations between tlie T^d- 
and European Union. 
Dr. HoU met Emma Bonino, In Pe- 
shawar Tuesday evening and dis- 
cussed tlie incident. Tlie UN diplomat 
regretted that the incident jeopar- 
dized a personality eiyoying diplo- 
n)aiic inuTiunity and represenling the 
Eiuopean Union. Ms. Bonii^o, he said, 
had come to ^\fghanistan on purely 
humanitarian grounds in order to col- 
lect fust hand information on tlie eco- 
nomic, social and human rigl^ts situa- 
tion in .Vghanistan, including the 
situation of women. 

It n\ay be recalled tlie the EU ajid 
its member states are largest donor to 
A/glianLsian. During ihe meeting Ur 
Holl apprised the lady of the current 
political and military situation of 
Afghanistan and also extended full 
support to the humaiiitarian task of 
Ms Boiib'.o. 



XJNSC calls for Afghan truce 



UNITED Nations (afp) — 

The UN Security Council on 
Tuesday called for a ceasefire in 
the Afcfhan conflict and MW§d 
outside states to stop interferr 
ing. 

Tajikistan's President 
Emomall Rakhmonov meanwhile 
in a speech to the UN General 
Assembly urged Russia and the 
United States to 'play a decisive 
part in the Afghan settlement in 
the nearest future.' 

Security Council president Bill 
Richardson toirl reporters here 
that Cnnncjl members were 
'gravely concerned at the contin- 
uation of armed conflict in 
Afghan and the danger it poses 
10 the region." 

He spoke after UN special en- 
voy Lakhdar BrahL'ni briefed the 
Council on latest developments 
in Afghanistan, where the 
Taliban Islamic militants are 
fighting for control of the north- 



ern city of Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Brahimi made it clear that 
ending the conflict depended on 
^he Afghan partiR.s thftms(*lYP.s. 

Richardson said. But the dnvoy 
alsru winitid QUI ihat ihe war 
was 'f ueUed from the outside/ 

'Members of the Councii 
called on ail states to refrain from 
any action that would be incon- 
sistent with the search for 
peace," Richardson said. 

The Council, in addition to the. 
ceasefire caii, nlsn demanded 
■concrete steps by all partico" to 
guarantee the cafoty of interna- 
tional personnel. 

deferring to Monday's brief 
detention in Kabul of European 
Commissioner for Humanitarian 
Affairs Emma . Bonino. 
Richardson said that such moves 
would prevent the recurrence of 
incidents. 

Bonino was held for several 
hours by the Taliban after mem- 



bers of her entourage visiting 
Kabul to abbess the aid siiuaiion 
took pictures of v^omen. 

A report from Kabul caid 
Taliban forces battling for control 
or tne northern Alghan oppoci 
tion stronghold of Mazar-i-Shaiif 
have offered enemy fighters an 
unhindered escape from the city, 
an official said Tuesday 

The militia's minister for infor- 
mation and culture. Amir Khan 
Muttaqi. said the besieging army 
had deliberately left opon the 
southern exit of the city to fdcili- 
tate a peaceful takeover . 

'We are trying to further tight- 
en our net so the opposition are 
compelled to leave." Muttaqi 
said. "They can escape south to 
Bamian through Dar-i-Saf with- 
out problems." 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(Al?) reported Tuesday that the 
Taliban had captured the vital 
customs house close tc the city. 
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~ Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR:^ The United Nations 
Tuesday made H clear it would con- 
tinue to maintain the principle of 
geridcr equity In Afghanistan despite 
the expulsion of three of its interna- 
tional staff members by the Taliban 
authorities from Kandahar. 

A statement issued by the UN Of- 
fice for Coordination of Humanitar- 
ian Assistance to Afghanistan (UN- 

expulsion orders and sought to clar- 
ify the UN stance on the issue* It 
noted that the expulsion order was 
not transmitted through official 
channels of the Taliban movement*s 
foreign affairs ministry but were 
rather handed over by the Governor 
of Kandahar proviiKe. It said ciarin- 
caiion on the issue 'a-^s being sought 
from U\e foreign nimL<;try. 

llie statement said a mission led 
by the acting UN cocrdinaior for hu- 
maniiarian affairs ^.as sent to Kan- 



UN concerned 
Kandahar expulsi 



daliar on September 28 to obtain ad- 
ditional Information from ti\e Gover- 
nor on the events that took place on 
September 23-24. It stressed that tiie ' 
withdrawal of the three iniernational 
staff from the meeting hall of the 
UNHCR office in Kandahar on 
September 23 conformed ^ith 

bLdiidilitJ iicMnit \'i\n\ x'lf UN &ficn- 

cies for Afghanistan, which require 
equal treatment of men and women 
in all UN-sponsored meetings. 

AqqoKiing to tlio UNOCHA ctitd^ 
ment, tlie meeting took place on UN 
premises which are extra-tenitorial 
and, in accordance with interna- 
tional agreement, such rules and 
regulations as are designed by the 
UN will apply there. 

These rules stipulate that there 
\^'ill be no dLscrinunation regard 
to gender. It claimed the Kandaliar 
autiiorities were advised well aliead 
of the meeting that female staff 
would be present and that the pro- 
Icvtion officer who ww to present 



the refugee amnesty issue wtid an in- 
ternational female staff membet'U 
said arrangements foc^lhe present^ 
tion were agreed upon by the 0<?ver- 
nor s office ahead of time and no te^ 
quest was made that she speak from 
behind a screen. It contended that 
the departure of the tlu^ec UN staff 
mcmb«f9 from the meeting room 
was spontaneous and was In no way 
Intended to cause offence. . • \ • 
The U'NOCHA statement claimed 
th« UN prinhplf rhaf all mpn anrt 
women are equal was infringed upon 
in Kandahar on September 23 but 
the UNHCR legal officer still agreed 
to speak from behind a screen In 
order to guarantee tliat her message 
on anmesty law and its Implications 
was heard. It said she did so under 
protest and made a statement to Ihb 
effect at the meeting. It said UN staff 
liave standing instructions to cancel 
or otherwise withdraw from meet- 
ings in which discriminatory prac- 
tices are applied 



Iran to give Taliban 
^ "^^ rivals MiG-21s 



DUBAI (AFP) Iian is prepar- 
ing to supply the anli-Taliban 
forces of ousted Afghan president 
Burhanuddln Rabbani with nearly 
20 MiG-21 fighter planes belong- 
ing to Iraq, the Arabic newspaper 
Al-Hayat said Wednesday. 

The London -based daily said 
the MiG-21$ were among the 
planes whidi'Iiaq fiew to safety 
in Iran at the start of the 1991 
Gulf War over Kuwait. 

"Tehran has painted the 
planes in the Afghan colours.** 
Al-Hayat said, adding that 
Afghan forces had been using 
MiG-21s since their battle 
against the Soviet occupation in 
the 1980s. 

Iraq says it flew 115 fighter 
planes and 33 other aircraft to 
Iran in January 1991 to protect 
them from US-led allied raids. 
But Tehran insists it has 22 liaqi 
aircraft which coul<3 be returned 
to Baghdad at the UN's request. ' 

Tehran is opposed to the 
Islamic Taliban militia which has 
held Kabul for a yeai and ccntiols 
around two-thirds of 



Afghanistan. 

A repoit from Kabul said: 
Sporadic fighting continued 
Wednesday close to the northern 
Afghan anti-Taliban base of 
Mazar-i-Sharif but with no side 
appearing to make any gains, 
sources reported. 

Independent sources said oc- 
casional bouts of artillery and 
rocket lire could be heard close to 
the city, but added the fiontUnes 
to the east remained static. 

The ftontlines were reported to 
be still situated around a major 
load junction within 35 kilome- 
ters to the east. 



No further details were imme- 
diately available, and no senior 
faction- officials - from either the 
Taliban or the opposition alliance 
- could be reached. 

Taliban spokesman Mullah 
Haqqani told the Afghan Islamic 
Press the withdrawal had been 
completed peacefully without 
ai2y fighting. 

A spokesman for the opposi- 
tion Hezbi-Wahdat ShUte faction 
said Tuesday that Hairatan and 
outlying areas were taken by the 
alliance.forces in a cleanup oper- 



ation following an attack from 
thiee directions. 

The dusty town is situated a 
mere 60 kilometers north of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. and fell back 
into alliance hands after ihey 
succeeded in clearing areas to 
the west and north of their 
base 

Earlier, the Taliban said 
Wednesday their forces had with- 
drawn from the key Afghan bor- 
der town of Hairatan, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AlP) reported. 

AIP quoted a* Taliban 
spokesman. Mullah Haqqani as 
saying the Taliban withdrew frorp 
*ihe town which the anti- 
Taliban opposition claimed to 
have recaptured Tuesday - in a 
•tactical move." 

Haqqani told the Pakistan- 
based information service the 
withdrawal had been compleiea 
peacefully vnthout any fight'mg. • 
A spokesman for U^e opposi- 
tion Hezb-i-Wahdat Shute faction 
said Tuesday Hairatan and ouUy- 
ing areas were taken by the al- 
liance forces in a cleanup opera- 
tion following an attack from 
three directions. 
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Taliban sufKr 
losses close to 
Mazar-i-Sharif 

KABUL (AFP) — Taliban forces 
battling for control of the north- 
ern Afghan opposition base of 
Mazat'l- Sharif have lost ground 
following a night of intense clash- 
es, sources said Thursday. 

After a huge overniglu battle 
lasting at least nine hours. anti- 
Taliban • alliance fighters ad- 
vanced by around three kiloine- 
leis to the east of the city, inde- 
pendent sources said. 

They said the frontlines— 
which had quietened down by 
early Thursday evening— were 
now slightly beyond the city air- 
port, and around 19 kilometers of 
the city center. 

The opposition gains, although 
minor in terms of ground, have 
given the city's defenders control 
of liieir-eniiw-ettaighold as wc.^ 
as the outlying suburbs, which 
only the previous day were rid- 
dled with Taliban. 

However. Taliban forces still 
control key areas to the north and 
east of the city, and in the past 
four weeks of fighting there have 
succesfully bounced back from 
similar losses. 

The sources based in Mazar-i- 
Sharif - the only Afghan city not 
held by the hardline Taliban 
said intense fighting overnight 
continued until morning, allow- 
ing residents little sleep. 

Aid sources added that at leas: 
100 local civilians had been seri- 
ously injured in the past three 
days of heavy clashes, which 
have included a heavy bombard- 
ment of Mazar-i -Sharif by Taliban 
artillery and rockets. 
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From Rthlmullah Yusufait . 

r.r.^,, .*,r.^ • ,^ . Puryab, AU were freed after fur- 

PESHAW^: 'Nlne :;rjakista?ds. wishing guarantees that they 

•^^^'^^^^^ would again never enter 

mander .AJunad^hah Masood, Afghanistan to take pjut In flgh^ 

I^'^Jtf^^*^"^/^''^'''^" ing^^ They were harded oveTto 

thtlr relatives, who had left Pak^ 

l^5ni^S^^t. P-H«f.n istan on September 18 and trav^ 
T'^T^ieyyjssed OTer toP^^ died aU the way to Pai\lsher to sc- 
on Saturday Wore heading for cure their release, 
their hometowns in NWFP and 
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Those Uttd bicluded Qari 
Oxfiar F^ooq and Syed Moham- 
mad A2i Shah from Rahimyar 
Khan, Hana Qurbui from I^idsal- 
abad, Iftikhar Ahmad from Dera 
Ismail Khan, Ehsanullah from 
Swat, and Shaukat Hayat, Mo* 
hammad Zahir, Islam WazJr and 
Noor Mohammad from Dir dis- 
trict. Along with 13 Pakistanis, 
who had gone to Afghanistan to 
fetch them, the 22-member group 
i walked for seven hours across 
'dangerous frontlines of the Tal- 
iban and Masood's forces in Nl* 
jrab and T^gao areas of Kapisa 
province to reach Sarobl for on* 
ward journey to Peshawar via 
Jalalabad and Torkham. 



Not ail the 13 Pakistanis, who trav- 
eiled to Pai\jsher looking for their 
near and dear ones, were lucky. 
Mauiana Gul Rahman of Peshawar, 
who served as the group s guide and 
was on iUs second trip to Paj\jsher, 
failed to find his missing son, Afzal 
Hussain. Fhisalabad's Rana Firman 
All, on the other hand, was lucl^ as 
he was able to txace his brother Rana 
Qurt)an and secure his release. Dera 
Isnull Khan's Qari Naimatullah and 
Qari Mukiitar Ahmad also returned 
as happy men after winning freedom 
for their injured relative, Iftikhar 
Ahmad. 

"Thanks God that I have come out 
alive from captivity,' remarked Qari 
Omar Fbrooq after reaching 

'We n€v«r imagined that we would be 
freed. All of us were mentally pre- 
pared to die," he added. The 53-year 
old Hafiz fmm a Rahimyar Khan reli- 
gious school said, he was captured 
along with four other Pakistanis 

No deal yet on 

gas pipeline, 
Taliban claim 

• KABUL (AFP) — A senior 
Taliban official Sunday said no 
deal had been finalised with any 
foreign company for a pipeline 
which takes Turkmenistan's gas 10 
Pakistan through, war-iorn 
^Afghanistan. 

' ■ The Taliban official said a team.- 
with representatives from each of 
the. three countries, would be set 
,up to finalize the deal"We have 
*nbt reached- any agreement with 
any company yet. I said 'that a tri- 
partite team will be set up to talk 
about Uiis." said Mulla Amir Khan 
Muitaqi. Taliban's spokesman and 
minister of information and cul- 
ture. 

The announcement" came just 
one day after Turkmenistan signed 
an agreement with CENTGAS, a 
consortium of eight companies, for 
a project set to cost around two 
billion dollars. , 

. Muttaqi 'confirmed that 
Turkmenistan had signed the deal 
with a consortium which will 
comprise American UNOCAL. 
Turkmenistan government. Delta 
of Saudi Arabia. Itochu of Japan, 
Gazprom of Russia. INPEX of 
Japan. Hyundai of South Korea and 
Crescent of Pakistan. 



when the T^ban military transport 
plane flying them from Herat to Kan- 
dahar was liijacked by a Masood sol- 
dier and flown to Bagrajn airbase. 

"A few days later, the Miban cap- 
tured Kabul and Masood's forces re- 
treated to Par\jsher. We too were 
taken to Paiysher and for the next 
one year and 15 days were detained 
at various places in the valley. Our 
elder colleague. Mubarik Aii Shall, 
died during captivity and the re- 
maining four suffered from diseases 
due to h^uinan conditions,* he re- 
called, 

Qari Omar F^ooq said, all five of 
them were accused of beiiig F^ki$tai\i 
soldiers sent to Afghanistan to assist 
the TMiban. They kept saying I was a 
general of the Pakistan Army. They 
spied on me and threatened to tor- 
ture me if I didn't confess that I w?s 
a general. Finally, after much inter- 
rogation and debate, they concluded 
that I was a Qari rather than a gen- 
eral. Thereafter, their attitude 
changed ai^d I was treated well,"* he 

said. • 

Accorcfing to Qari Omar Fkrooq, 
tliere werie'about 80 Wdstanis still in 
Masood s captivity, includh\g two of 
iiis colleagues Iqbal and Ghulam 
Rasul, who were not freed because 
their relatives had not gone to F^- 
jsher to offer guarantees. He said 
that Masood has offered to release 
the remaining Pakistanis provided 
tlieir relatives visit Parysher and give 
sureties that they would not fight m 
Afglxanistan again. 

It may be added tiiat most of tlie 
Pakistanis were cauglu fighting 
alongside the 'Mban in 
Afghanistan's ongoing civil war. A 
few hundred PakiSanis are believed 
to be in the custody of Uzbek warlord 
Gen Abdul Malik and Shiite Hezb-i- 
Walidat chief Kaiim Khalili. The Pak- 
istan government has refused to ac- 
knowledge tiie presence of Paldstani 
nationals in prisons, maintained by 
anti-T^iban forces, and has thus not 
made any formal request for their re- 
lease. 

Taliban plan 
to set up website 

. , Burean Report 

PESHAWAR: Both the Taliban and 
the ousted Babbani government are 
planning to estabUsh website to pro- 
vide information to Internet users 
and promote their respective 
causes. 

The Taliban officials have lately 
been making Inquiries in Pakistan 
how best to establish a computer 
site and th^cost Involved in such an 
operation. They want to link up this 
site with Kabul where the Islamic 
government of the Taliban is lo- 
cated. The T^iban information min- 
istry would update this web site reg- 
ularly. 



Taliban-UN row unresolved 



By RaliimiiliaD Yusufzal 

PESHAWAR: The dispute between 
the United Nations and the 'Kdiban 
administration in Afghanistan follow^ 
ing the expulsion of three UN staff 
members from Kandahar in the last 
week of September is yet to be re- 
solved. 

The three UN suffers were or- 
dered to leave Kandahar after being 
accused of offending religious and 
cultmal sensitivities of the Tkliban 
and Afghan Muslims. They were 
charged with staging a walkout from 
a meeting on September 23-24 in 
Kandahar in which 'Hdibaii officials 
had agreed to listen to a young fe- 
male international lawyer from Fin- 
land provided she was seated behind 
a screen. The three UN men had 
staged the walkout to protest the dis- 
crimination against women by the 
•Miban- 

In a recent interview with The 
News In Kandahar, the "Miban 
provincial Governor, MuUa Moham* 
mad Hasan Rahmani, defended his 
decision to expel thc^ UN staffera by 
arguing th^ they insulted the reli- 
gious feelings of the Afghans and 
tried to disrupt the peacehil meeting 
in which a comprehensive discussion 

on the status of repatriating Afghan 
refugees took place. 

"I called them to my office and 
fpund out that they had no convinc- 
ing answer to my queries. All they 
said was that they were defending the 
rights of the female guest participant 
in the meeting. But I told them that 
she neither asked for this right nor 
staged walkout In fact, we are grate- 
fill to her for respecting our religious 
rights and attending the meeting 
while seated behind a screen," he ex- 
plained. 

When reminded of the UN com- 




plaint that the expulsion order wasn't 
transmitted through the offidk chan- 
nels of the Taliban movement's for- 
eign ministry but was rather handed 
over by the Governor of Kandahar, 
Mulla Rahniani said he ordered the 
expulsions because he was presiding 
the meeting in which the said inci- 
dent occurred and was thus required 
to maintain decorum of the meeting. 

Secondly, he argued that the inci- 
dent took place in Kandahar where 
he was responsible for ensiuing re- 
spect for Afghanistan's sovereignty, 
religion and culture. He also disputed 
the idea that UN premises in 
Afghanistan or other host countries 
were extra-tenritorial and could thus 
be used to violate local laws and reli- 
gious and cultural ethos. 

The Governor of Kandahar, who 
uses an artificial leg after losing his 
right leg during the Afghan "jehad," 
said all TWiban officials invited to the 
UN meeting first met among them- 
selves to evohre a strategy in view of 
the presence of the young Euix}pean 
female in the UN-convened session. 
"We decided that she can talk to us 
from behind a curtain and this deci- 
sion was duly conveyed to the UN 
staff. 1 don't faiow why the issue was 
agitated after it was settled," he in- 
formed. 

He said subsequently the UN sent 
a delegation to Kandahar on Septem- 
ber 28 to discuss the incident *There 
is no change in the situation as a re- 
sult of that visit. We cannot accept 
someone who makes frm of our reli- 
gion and we cannot take back such 
officials of an international organisa- 
tion. InM^iture ^the UN and ot her 
agencies be"lske djQpi^nf 
na mes of their othcers bemg p osted" 
m Afffianistan> W e nave ffien^TT^r 
scrudnse the names and approve all 
such postings," he explained. 



The UN had expressed concern 
over the Incident and pledged to 
maintain the principle of gender eq- 
uity despite the expulsions. It said 
the UN principle that all men and 
women are equal was infringed upon 
In Kandahar* It claimed the UNHCR 
legal officer, who happened to be the 
lady from Finland, agreed to speak 
from behind a screen in order to 
guarantee that her mesjage on 
amnesty law and its implications was 
heard. It added that she did so under 
protest and made a statement to this 
effect at this meeting. 

The expulsions have created 
worries among Kandahar's expatri- 
ate staff and some of them feel they 
would be the next to be ordered to 
leave. But the iban don't appear • 
to be bothered much as to the fall- 
out of such acts. In fact, the Tkliban 
rank and file draw satisfaction from 
' ine fact that tnev were even abl eto 
stop European Union commissioner 
fcmma Bonino and tne m^dta ti»ftm 
accompanying her fronTvioIating 
AlghanisU nj laws on taking pic- 
ture of living creatures in KahiifrA , 
cently . . ■ ' ~ 

It is Interesting to note that Fin- 
land's ambassador to Mlstan trav- 
elled to Kandahar after the incident 
involving the lady from his country 
and met a number of T^ban offi- 
cials. Mulla Nazar Mohammad, the 
deputy head of the education depart- 
ment in Kandahar, told Ihe News that 
the ambassador evinced keen inter- 
est in the boys and girls schools frmc- 
tioning in Afghanistan and promised 
to secure some Finnish heip for the 
education secto c rie said the flnnish 
lacty whose presence in the Kandahar 
meeting caused the row between the 
Uliban and the UN also paid a' visit 
to some of the girls schools in Kan- 
dahar. 



come to terms with 



regime 



(Oil 



bullet holes. 

In Ariana squace ihe red and 
white police box where one year 
ago the Taliban uncetemoniuosly 
hanged former pro-Soviet leader 
Na;ibullah still bears his blood 
stains. 

Further along at a travelling 
market, women cressed In the 



. KABUL (AFP) -r One year af- ; ^ Along a twisting road leading 
tei the Islamic Taliban maiched ' . to the . top ol a strategic pock- 
in trhmiph into Kabul, the inhab- " marked hUi, 38 trees have sur- 
Itants of this battered Afghan vived. With white paint along 
capital are still trying to come to ' the base of their trunks ihey look 
terms with the fundamentalist * like a row of gallows ^ - 

'^vV'i-^* -JPiom the "lop of this hill, arid 

-iKor 17 3rears, Kabul has had to t the other four which dominate 

^^^mV of mlers _^f>the landscape; rival mufahedeen marKei, women dressed In th( 
^ni'iSh;^^^ o^her for now compulsory burqua a)ver. 

ffi SfT^hpf- - tard^ i^oonuou^^^ after . ing them from LadTto?buy 

?^?TSr^ u^* » , -i-^ - i'they had united to chase out the vegetables. 

.T^e changes have a« le(t their former Sovi^ Women rarelv * ventuip om 

marte, scanii^ the city Indelh VJf ^As a result shops, hoiis^ and it^^t^^^lS^^^ 
^ i^J' Vi ^ -rows of concrete flats bum 

.:^-:Each translUon brought sufr:>:.the Soviet occupiers during ibeir 
fering to the capital from rockets. lO-year regime, have been re- 
jet bombers, mortars and death, • duced to rubble 

J?f'^Z.^J^Al^°'^ ^ P<^st-. . Bven the lew walls that re- 
main standing are pocked with 

shell holes. • 

in the centre of Kabul, there is 
nor one metre (yard) of wall 



., «WIV» UiVC <1 (JUSV- 

apocalyptic nightmare, parllcu- 
laily at dusk when the se:ting 
sun catches the dust in the air 
making jpassqrs-by seem almost 



invisible. 



JAvhlch does not have its share of 



rather they were also not seen ai 
aJL 

In the- hospitals, ministries 
and schools no vjcmea are pre- 
sent, the TaUban will not coun- 
tenance that. 

The one place they could go 
to wash under a single tap. the 
hammam, Is now off limits, 
^They are also refused normal 



hospiial care as the Taliban have 
enforced a decree that they 
should be totally separated from 
men. The only place which will 
receive the women is so poorly 
equipped that the Red Cross ^^11 
no longer support it. - 

• At strategic points around the 
city Taliban guards lounge in 
chairs with their Kalashnikov ri- 
fles dangling between their legs. 

• ..They are polite enough, but it 
doesn't do to break any of the 

. strict Islamic rules: " 

"The head of the passport of- 

• fice: recognisable by his white 
turban as opposed to the black 
worn by other Taliban, is also 
sitting outside, the better to 
scrutinize the small crowd of 
people queuing to obtain a per- 
mit to leave the territory. 

; ' He alone will decide who gets 
to leave this Islamic paradise, v 




in 




Riiliiiiiullah Yusufzai 

Kabul was bound to suffer as 
th^ capita of A country that 
has been ravaged by war • 
for almost two decades. 
Warlords wanting to rule Afghanistan 
)»avc alwaj-s ^y«d K?bul as 

dart^age on tlie fabled Central Asian 
city which Mughal emperor Za- 
heeruddin Babar chose as his last 
resting place. 

It Is not the first tixne— and it 
won't be the last either— that Kabul 
has suffered at the hands of people 
aiLxious to resolve their disputes with 
the force of the gun. The five hills • 
which dominate KabuKs landscape 
have changed hands many times and 
on each occasion tlie death toll in 
. battles for control of the city ha5 
probably been bigger than before be- 
Kiiiuiiv of the list of deadlier weapons. 
In fact, thfi city wns fatf>ri in unrterfin 
all. these sufferings the day TUnur 
Shah, son of modem Afghanistan's 
founder Aiunad Shah Abdali, decided 
to shift the capital from Kandahar to 
Kabul. 

Surpnsingly, Kabul rett\ained rel- 
atively safe and euffer^id less physical 
rIamaSS a? 1^?"^ as the Afghan com- 
munists were in powen it was almost 
In p«;i fcL-t shape wi\ei\ Dr NnjibuUah, 
the last comi^iunist pir-jsldciit ^ 
:'was hdnged^-in 'the ^itf s ^rlAha' - 
Square on the night of September 27, 
1996 by the victorious Taliban and 
whose blood stains are still ^dsibJe on 
the traffic police post there, volun- 
tarily stepped down in April 1992 as 
pare of a UN-s^vii>uicJ p*^^^' r^l/lM. 
But the mujahideen wno were sup- 

5......*.:! tn hrin^ ppnpp, flfAhiUtV Rnd 

Shanah to their homeland, soon 
Kiibui liitv <x Iviltlcji^rwimd niid 
killed more people and wrought 
greater destruction than the city had 
suffered in the J 4-year communist 
rule. Burhanuddin Rabbani, Ahmad 
6'hah Masood, Prof Say>^af, late Abdui 
.\ii Mazan, Gen Rasheed Dostum and 
above all, Gulba^ldln Hekiuatyyi, all 
contributed their bit to turn Kabul 
into a lubble and Inflict unimaginable 
sufferings on its hapless citizens. 
Subsequently the 'Hiliban too show- 
ered the cit>' with rockets and bombs, 
lolling more civilians than soldiers. 

Besides the physical damage 
which Kabul suffered, its inhabitants 
have been subjected to laws that 
changed with the arrival of every new : 
ruler. The peaceful and uneventful . 
days under Zahir. Shalis monarchy 
gave way to president Sardar 
Daoud's republican ictealism in 1973, 
onl,v to l>e followed by a communist ' 
Ideology alien to most Afghans In 
April 1978. The next 14 years were 
spent in a deadly war in which the 
Soviet Red Army tried and failed to 
put down the'West, Arab and Pak- 
istan-tracked rebellion by Af;ghan nm- 



Jfihidct!/.i fighting for their homeland 

i:nrU ls>\txni. Tiw in3tRil<i.Mon of the l€- 

lamic government of tl\e muhalildeen 
in Kabul in early 1992 brought an 
end to music conrprti^ and wearing Of 
skirts by women. For a while. Kabul's 
cinemas stopped showing filttis and 
fen^ale announcers disappeared* from 
t(?!^slon screens. Some of tliese rc^ 
strirtions were lifter relaxed.' biit 
Kabul was no n;ore the liDerai ana 

f ur\-giving city that it had been in the 

past • 

However, even the Kabulis may 
not have anticipated. the profound 
civmge that their city has undergone 
under the Taliban. Most Kabulis lis- 
ten to the Tallban-nin Radio Shariat 
—not because they like the Taliban 
self-praise and propaganda which is 
religiously broadcast every' morning 
and evening, but to find out if any 
new edict and rule affecting their 
jjves is beii^g enacted. Broadcasting 
in Pashto and Dari, the radio no 
klW^l^ announcers and music, and 
the religious programmes aired day 
in and day out have become repeti- 
tive and uninspiring. Still, the radio 
has not abandoned its widely-listened 
niorning programme that announces 
deaths and funeral timings. 



M 



ost people in Kabul know 
MuJia Cjalamuddin, licad «jf 
the 'Ainar Ril Mar uf wa Nahi 
Aivil Mwnkor->(yromoti<?h;of- Virtue 
and PiwrBiition ;of'yice), department 
which -enforces the Taliban's rell^ 
gious edicts. Few people have seen 
him but his name is on everyone*s 
lips because lus men are empowered 
to arrest any male found shaving or 
trimmipfi hill bdftrd snri any woman 
who iy not iiiupcil^v v^ilrd. According 

(n the TflHhan information mii\lster 
MiUla Amir Khfin Mutaqqi, tl\09e vio- 
latmg the iswr on hi'ffrdi i^re fiptriiupd 
for a day or two and freed after beii\g 
lectured by religious scholars on ti\e 
merits of wearing a proper beard. 
Midia QalamuddiiVs department has 
only three pick-ups at. its disposal, 
which aren't enough to patrol the city 
s«md enforce the lau^ and that could 
be the reason he Is now getting help 
from justice minister Mulla Noorud- 
din T\irabi's men^ According to Tal- 
iban officials, I'urabi hates people 
without beards and Is bhmt enougii 
to tell them on their face tlaat they re- 
semble women.' Some people tiUnk 
Molla Qalamuddln isn't pleased with 
interf'erence in his work by TYirabi's 
justice depattn\cnt but he and others 
cannot protest owing to the esteem 
in which a senior religious scholar 
like Turabi is held in the Taliban Is- 
lartuc moyen^ent. 

Such Is the fear g^rneiated by 
Turabi's men that people In Kabul 
now avoid the road on which his jus- 
tice ministry is located. Armed with 
rubber-hoses, which have replaced 
the more painful iron rods . now 
banned by Taliban supreme leader 



Mulla Mo>iariunad Omar» Tiu^bi ? 
' Qibmuf^riin'^J mpu sometime beat UP 

• males who aren't sporting the 

■ proper-sized beard. Flying white 
. flags on their fast-driving vehicles; 

they are a dreaded lot on the battered 
: streets of Kabul It Is now almost im- 
possible to find anyone with a shaved 
face in Kabul, and the rare sight of 

• .such a person Is sure Lo laite eye- 
orowy, u pun ^U4u iij'y ouyir v»»- 

' ;. bearded people turn out to be either 
diplomats or Journalists and, in some 

' : bizarre cases, luisuspecting tourists.' 
Hirabi's and Qalamuddirl*s men are 
nov/ mostly required to apprehehd 

" n\ales with trinuned beards and very 
long hair, and women who aren*t 

' properly covered or are travelling in 
' a vehicle with strangers. They also 
see to it that windows and doors of 

■ houses are properly covered to en* 
sure privacy, young men don't climb 
rooftops and peep Into others' homes 
v/hlie flyiJig pigeons and kites, and 

. the faitliful close their business and 
stop workmg sy; ihe ilnt^ of pitty^jR^. 
A sea of black turbans is visible at 

: KabuVs three mosques— Pule 
Kheshti» Wazir Akbar Khan and Haji 

. Yaqoob^as the Taliban converge 
there for Friday prayers. The black 
turban is a Taliban trademark, as are 
their kOhl-OUed eyes ai^d long beards; 

• d4« them IdUAgjng QUtoidO 

offices, seated in the sturdy four- 
Hhwhpf^l drive vehidesi O^'^-jnaahidfl 
- jclj^ckpostsi They-are poUte sind nice,- 
- sometime seeking for^venesjl'after 
stopping vehicles for a search. In one 
sucli instaiice, young gun-totingTyib 
at a checkijoint told foreigners trav- 
elling in an ICRC vehicle that they 
iiad b^^Qm gtnwr searching NGO 

cwo aitor a rocont incident in whlrh 

an NGO vehicle was found carrying 
neroui powder. 



Kaburs expatriate community 
largely concedes that the "M- 
ihan have brought peace and 
■ tranquility to the once lawless city, 
' But they are critical and sarcastic 
while describing the Taliban rules 
banning women' from working Out- 
side, home and closing down girls 
schools. They are also .perturbed by 
reports about beating of men and 
women found violating Taliban 
edicts. If is common to see some ex- 
patriates making fun of the Taliban 
orders and in the privacy of their 
homes and clubs they drink to their 
hearts content and dance away the 
night as if reacting to the harsh Ufe 
in Kabul under the Taliban. 

On the other hand, most 'Rjllban 
draw pleasure from the fact that they 
■ hiive iuii;ed even We.stepnGr3 to cover 
their heads and abandon tlieir skirts, 
it is not uncommon to see Taliban 
smiling at the sight of fully covered 
Western women and former Afghan 
communists wearing beards. For 
them, it Is a symbol of the triumph of 
their cause. 
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Gen Maiik fiees 
to Iran as Dostum 
seizes Shiberghan 

From Rahifnvtllah ITbtufzai 

PESHAWAR: The j^ower strugi^Ie 
between the two Uzbek warlords, 
Gen Abdul Rasheed Dostum and 
Gen Abdul Malik, took a decisive 
tunt Monday when forces loyal to 
the former forced the latter to 
abandon some of hia bases in 
northern Afglianistan and flee to 
[rati. 

l>)st\m\ Is reported to have re- 
established his writ in his native 
Shiberghan, capital of Jauajan 
province, hitherto controlled by 
Malik Sunday evening. Maiilvl 
Abdul Baql TUrkestanl, a Jun- 
bush-i-Milli Ifllaml Afghaniatan 
representative in Pakistan, 
claln^ed Malik escaped to Mash- 
bad In Iran In a plane alongwith ; 
his top aides. He said people in ! 
Andklioi town and Saripul 
province raised flags In support 
of Gen Dostum Monday, thereby 
renouncing their loyalty to Malik. 
- TVtrkestani said the battle for 
Shiberghan lasted only half an 
hour as Malik's soldiers refused 
to resist when attacked by Dos- 
tum loyalists led by Lai Nilawan 
and Jorabeg. The Shiberghan 
airport, commanded -by 
Maliks brother-in-law, Haji 
''Nooruddin, also fell without much 
fight. Nooruddln is reported to have 
fled to Riryab, whfch b Malik's nathre 
province on the border with 'nxrk- 
menistan and is still held by his 
younger brother, 6ul Mohammad 
J\ddawan. 

According to T^irkestanl, he was 
told by Junbush-l-Mllli sources In 
Shiberghan that Malik was staying in 
the Huma-i-Awwal hotel In Mashhad. 
•He denied rumours about an attack 
on Dostum's life and claimed tliat he 
was in Hairatan, tl»e river-port located 
on the Oxus on the border with 
Uzbekistan, Monday. 

'Rirkestani informed that forces of 
the Shlite Hezb-i-Wahdat sided with 
Dostum in his power struggle with 
Malik. He said a Hezb-iWahdat 
leader, Hussain Sarwar, was killed by 
unknown people at the Aqcha inter- 
section Monday. 



He said peace aiui normalcy was 
retuniii^g to Mazar-i-Si«rif and rest of 
northern Afglianistan after the recent 
wave of lawlessness triggered by the 
TWiban military advances in the area. 

He said Dostum as the head of the se* 
curity commission was trying to dis- 
arm the people in Mazar-i-SharIf and 
expelling all outsitlers and armed men 
from the city. He said these people 
had been mobilised to fight the T^- 
ibnn. Rivalry between Dostum and 
Malik came into th« open when the 
latter revolted against his one-time 
boss in early May and joined hands 
wiUi die TWiban to defeat Dostum and 
force him to flee to TXirkey. Malik later 
turnnd against the Taliban and in-, 
flicted heavy k)sses on tliem in Mazar- 
i-Sharif with tlte help of Hezb-l-Wah- 
dat. Dostum ended his self-exHe In 
Turkey and returned to northern 
Afghanistan recentlj' to reach a truce 
witli Malik and togetlier fight the Tal- 
iban, With the Tkliban threat to 
Mazar-l-^harif averted, at least for the 
time-being, the two Uzbek warlords 
have now started to settle old scores. 



Taliban relaxv 



Malik changed his mind four 
aays later after clashes erupted 
^L^" iJ^e Shiite Hezb-^Wahdat 
- ^« Taliban nghters when the rell- 

terms for talks a^SSThSg 

Muslim Shittoo in \A^^„, I ou^. J 



with rivals 

KABUL (AFP) — In an apparent 
first concession to rivals, the 
Taliban militia expressed willing* 
ness Sunday to open talks with 
the opposition if senior officials of 
the current Kabul regime held in 
northern Afghanistan were re- 
leased. 

Taliban officials have to be re- 
leased by the northern alliance in 
I Mazar-i-Sharif before negotiations 
get underway, informatioa nunis- 
ler and Taliban spokesman Mulla 
Amir Khan Muliaqi told AFP. 

The fundamentalist Islamic 
militia had until now been insist- 
ing on the release of ail its fight- 
ers. irKiluding commanders and 
leaders as a precondiUon for a dia- 
logue with the northern alliance. 
, The religious militia which 
ooniols two-thirds of Afghanistan 
induding Kabul, is locked in fight- 
ing against the opposition alliance! 
confined in the northern third of 
the war-ravaged country 

An estimated 2.000 Taliban 
were captured by the opposition 
forces in May when the religious 
militia briefly entered Mazar-i- 
Sharif following a coup staged by 
an Uzbek general Abdul Malik 
against his boss, warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostam. 
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Muslim Shiites in Mazar-i Sharif 
the only major Afghan city not iii 
their hands. 

Taliban Foreign Minister Mulla 

? !fK ^- T^^?^ ^he Central 
Afghan Bank. Ehsanullah Ehsan 
and Herat governor Mulla Abur 
Hazaq were among the top offi- 
cja^ known to be arrested by 

Malik loyalists^ 

However, Ghaus who was 
; among the Taliban team who- 
; went 10 Mazar to negoUate with 
Malik on the city's future set up 
managed to escape from his de^ 
-tention; mym«tion5iy;^*a"£si 
month returned to Kuhduz 
province held by pro-Taliban ele- ^ 

Stressing the arrested officials 
were the opposition's •guests' 
Muttaqi admitted the Taliban had 
now dropped the demand for the 
release of all the prisoners of war 
before opening tlie dialogue. 

'The release of our dignitaries 
Will prove oppogjlion's honesty 
and smcereily inAtaiks." Muttaqi 

^oPe that the 
Taliban would theri start the ne- 
gotiations which would be fiuitful 
However, if Uie opposiUon lead- 
ers would not release them it 
would mean "they are not ready 
lor a settlement,' he warned. 

Muttaqi's statement follows a 
previously unannounced vfsii to 
Islarnabad by the chief of the 
Jaliban government Mulla 
Mohammad Rabbani for talks with 
Pakistan Piime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif on Friday 

Officials said Rabbani conveyed 
nis sides willingness to hold talks 
v^^th the opposition alliance 
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Dostum made 
shadow govt's 
vice president 

By Rahlmullah YUsufzai 

PESHAWAR: Uzbek warlord Gen 
Abdul Rasheed Dostum was named 
as vice-pre^dent of the Burhanuddin 
Rabbani-Ied Afghan government 
Wednesday after his first meeting 
with his rival, Gen Abdul Malik, in 
five months. 

Afghan sources said the two 
Uzbek warlords met for two hours in 
northern Afghanistan to resoh^e dis- 
putes. The meeting was made possi- 
ble due to mediation efforts of lead* 
ers of the anti-Taliban Northern 
Alliance. Both Dostum and Malik 

later announced to have overcome 
differences. 

. Sources said that Dostum was ap- 
pointed vice-president of the Rab- 
bani government which is mostly 
comprised of non-Paslitoon groups 
led by Dostum and Malik, Ahmad 
Shah Masood and the two Shiite 
groups of Karim Khaiili and Shaikh 
Ascf Mohseni. 

Rabbanl and his government 
were ousted from Kabul Sept 27 last 
year, by the 'Miban and now it con- 
trol only about ten northern 
provinces out of 32 in Afghanistan, 
Dostum, who made a dramatic 
comeback to Mazar-i-Sharif last 
month from his self-exile in Turkey 
to lead his demoralised troops 
against the Taliban, would be re- 
sponsible for military affairs. 

Dostum was toppled by his one- 
time lieutenant Malik last May and 
forced to flee to Turkey. Malik later 
snapped his four-day alliance with 
the Taliban and turned on them witlt 
support from the armed Shi;te fac- 
tions in nortliem Afghanistan. 

A large number of T^iban, many 
of them unarmed, were killed in 
►Mazar-l-Sharif and taken prisoner, 
including senior 'Mban leaders like 
Mulla Ih^uila^ Ihsan, MuUa Abdur 
Ra22aq, Mulla^ohammad Ghous 
and Mulla Akhtar Mohammad Man- 
soor. Ihsan is believed to have been 
killed in the fighting, Ghous later ' 
made good his escape, while the 
whereabouts of Razzaq and Mansoor 
are still unknown. 

The Afghan sources said Malik 
would remain head of the Junbusli-i- 
Milli Islami Afghanistan until the 
party's gathering was held and the 
views of the people were sought with 
regard to its leadership. Mahk had 
removed Dostum as head of the 
party in the May coup d*etat. Malik 
is also the foreign minister of the 
Rahbani government. 
* Sources said a big gathering of 
the anti-T^ban alliance, apparently 
held in Pule Khumri, welcomed rap- 
prochement between Dostum and 
Malik and discussed political and • 
military strategies to tackle the Tal- 



Nawaz Qkays wheat 
accord with Kabul 



ibaiL Top alliance leaders including 
Prof Rabbani, Masood, Khaiili and 
Mohseni are believed to have at- 
tended the crucial meeting. 

After having evicted the T^iban 
from all of northern Afghanistan ex- 
cept Kunduz, Badghis* and part of 
Baghlan provinces, the Northern Al- 
liance apparently decided to coordi- 
nate their military efforts to remove 
from these places, disrupt air sup- 
plies from Kabul to Kunduz and pre- 
pare a plan to attack Kabul itself. 

The truce between Dostum and 
Malik was reached after clashes be- 
tween their forces during the las-t few 
days in northern Afghanistan. Ear- 
lier, there were reports that troops 
loyal to Dostum had defeated Malik's 
troops and retaken control of 
Shiberghan, Andkhoi and Saripul. 
Malik reportedly fled to Mashhad in 
Iran In a plane and sought refuge 
with the Iranian government. It is 
felt the Iranians pSyed a vital role in 
ironing out differences between Dos- 
tum and Malik and streamlining the 
affairs of the often fractious Rabbani 
government.^ . . .. .. 



^ ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif has given 
approval to the proposed agree- 
ment between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan for the export of sbc 
lakh tonnes of v^heat to 
Afghanistan. Agriculture Minister 
Abdul Sattar Lalika said here 
Tuesday. 

Officials of the Agriculture 
Ministry and Taliban officials In 
Islamabad will ink the agreement, ' 
which will be first on the govern- 
ment-to-government basis since 
the recognition of Taliban adminls- 
iraiion by Pakistan in May this 
year. . 

Lalika hoped that the agree- 
ment would help in putting an end 
to smuggling of wheat flour to the 
neiglibouring country. Tlie govern- 
ment had sealed borders with 
Afghanistan to check wheat smug- 
gling when severe wheat shortage 
hit the country in March this year. 

Wheat scarcity again hit NWFP 
and the people linked the wheat 
crisis with smuggling to 
Afghanistan, 

In order to avoid any further cri- 
sis the federal government accept- 
ed NWFP administration's request 
for the supply of extra six lakh tons 
of wheat to.fulfil the requirements 
of the war-wrecked Afghanistan. 

Afghan ambassador Maulvi 
Shahabuddin Dilawar said that 
Afghan embassy officials and 
Pakistani auUioriiies concerned 



had completed all paperwork and 
final agreement was likely to be 
inked shortly. 

He said Afghan embassy had 
formally sent request to Pakistarfs 
government in response to a letter 
by the Foreign Ministry He said 
that six lakh tons wheat was suffi- 
clerit for Afghanistan. 
' Wheat will be provided to 
Afghanistan at Rs 9 per kilogram 
and Afghan envoy said there 
would be no tax and octroi in 
Pakistan on the allocated quota for 
Afghanistan. He said the wheat 
will be sent to Afghanistan via 
Torkham. (NWFP) and Chaman 
(Balochlstan). 

As per decision by both the 
countries that the agreement will 
be on goverriment-to-government 
basis, most of the wheat will be 
provided to the areas under 
Talibarfs contrd. 

People In eight northern 
provinces under the control of anti- 
Taliban alliance is likely to get 
nothing of the 6 lakh tons of 
wheat. 

Tlie people in these areas are 
expected to face scarcity of wheat 
flour shortage in the upcoming 
winter season. Most of the UN and 
other international aid agendes, 
based in Mazar-i-Sharif. have al- 
ready withdrawn most of their staff 
and suspended relief operation fol- 
lowing ransacking of their offices 
in the northern city last month. 



Dostum consolidates 
position in newly captured areas 



Burtau Report 

PESHAWAR: Soldiers loyal to Uzbek 
warlord Gen Abdul Rasheed Dostum 
were reportedly consolidating their 
positions in Jau^an, Balkh and 
Saripul provinces in northern 
Afghanistan after overcoming resis- 
tance put up by forces commanded 
by a rival warlord Gen Abdul Malik. 

According to Maulvi Abdul Baqi 
Turke&tani, a representative of Jun- 
bush-i'Milli Islami Afghanistan In 
Pakistan, Dostum had reached Pule 
Khumri in Baghlan province and 
sent a message to Malik and his 
brother commaiider Gul Mohammad 
Pahlawan that the uprising against 
them in Jauiyan, Balkh and Saripul 
wasn*t sponsored by him. In the 
message, he blamed certain local 
commanders for the revolt on Sun- 
day-Monday which uprooted Malik's 
forces in these province and forced 
Malik to flee to Masliliad in Iran. He 



« 

pledged to maintain cordial ties with 
Malik find his supporters. 

However, Afghan sources said It 
was part of a strategy by DcMitum to 
regain his control in northern 
Afghanistan without personally lead- 
ing his troops in battle against Malik. 
They said Dostum was behind the 
move to oust Malik knd force him to 
flee. They felt such an uprising 
against Malik wasn't possible with- 
out Dostum*s blessings. 

Meanwhile, Malik is said to have 
conveyed a message to his brother, 
Qui Mohammad PShlawan, in their 
native Fkryab province that he would 
soon return there from Iran. 

It may be recalled that Malik had 
ousted Dostum from power in May 
last and compelled him to take 
refuge in T\irkey Dostum returned to * 
Mazar-l-Sharif recently and led his 
troops against the Taliban in the bat- 
tle for Ma2ar-i-Sharif. The Taliban 
were pushed back to Kunduz, the 



only province held by them In north- 
ern Afghanistan, and Dostum re^ 
turned to Mazar^l-Sharif to resume 
his struggle for power with Malik. 

Meanwhile^ sporadic dashes have 
been reported between the Taliban 
and Malik's forces In the frontline 
between Badghis and Fkryab 
provinces. The front! ines between 
the TWiban and the forces loyal to 
the northern alliance at Kunduz were 
said to be quiet l\iesday. 

Also measures were being under- 
aten to check lawlessness in Afazar- 
Sharif by evicting armed groups 
from the dty and beefing up security. 
The plan, behig executeid under the 
leadership of Dostum, has received 
backing from the two Shiite groups 
based in Mazar-i-Sharif. Leaders of 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat and liarkat-l^Is- 
lami both said they wanted the 
armed men to leave Mazar-l-Sharif 
now that the threat of an attack by 
the TWiban has been averted. 



Detained Taliban leaders 
inform about whereabouts 



Bureau Raport 

PESHAWAR: Some of the senior Tal- 
iban leaders made prisoner by 
Uzbek warlord Gen Abdul Malik last 
May announced Thursday that tliey 
were very much alive and in custody 
in F^ryab province In northern 
Afghanistan* 

The whereabouts of Taliban lead- 
ers Mulla Abdul Razzaq, MuUa 
Akhtar Mohammad Mansoor, Hsyi 
Mohammad and General Jee- 
lani Khan was not known when 
Malik's troops turned on the Taliban 
in Mazar^i-Sharif after their four-day 
alliance broke down owing to mis- 
trust and outside manipulation. An- 
other Taliban leader, Mulla Ihsanul- 
lah Ihsan» also went missing and it 
is now confirmed that he died in the 
fighting which ensued in Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

The Taliban have always de* 
manded release of their leaders by 



the anti-Taliban northern alliance so 
that the necessary goodwill could be 
created for peace talks between the 
two sides. 

The Taliban plea was that they 
had gone to Mazar-i-5harif unarmed 
for Ulks with Malik and his allies 
and arresting them was an uncalled 
for and provocative act 

Speaking on BBC Pashto service 
Thuj^y night, 'Mban leader Mulla 
Abdul Razzaq said he and his col- 
leagues were not maltreated while in 
the custody of Malik and his brother 
Gen Gul Mohammad Pahlawan in 
Maimana, Fkryab province and were 
looked after as guests. 

He said nobody from among 
their relations or Taliban had met 
them In custody but they were able 
to speak to Taliban leaders in Kan* 
dahar on the phone. He stressed the 
need for an antia-Afghan dialogue to 
resolve differences and bring peace 
and stabiiit}' in Afghaiustan, He said 



he was hopeful that the Afghans 
would be able to peacefully sort out 
their disputes. 

On this occasion, Gen Gul Mo- 
hammad Pahlawan said he had not 
maltreated his detained Taliban pris- 
.oners because he believed in the 
unity of Afghan people irrespective 
of whether they were Uzbeks, Tayiks 
or Pashtoons. 

He alleged that Gen Abdul 
Rasheed Dostum still wanted to grab 
all power and become head of the 
Junbush-i-Milli Islami party even 
though his elder brother, Gen Malik, 
had decided to bury the hatchet and 
resolve differences with him after 
their meeting in Pule Khumri. He 
said in the past as well, Dostum's 
lust for power shattered the peace 
and unity of the people in northern 
Afghanistan. He claimed a few pro- 
Dostum commanders created prob- 
lems in Saripul province but these 
were sorted out later. 



UN's A?ghan 
rep resigns 

. UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — 
Norbert HoU, a German national 
who heads the UN special mis- 
sion for Afghanistan, has re- 
signed, the United Nations said 
Thursday. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard 
announced at a news briefing 
that UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan 'has accepted with re- 
gret* Holi's resignation, effective 
December 31. 

He added that Annan's spe- 
cial envoy for the region. 
Lakhdar Drahixni. would uvuUu 
ue In his functions 'until further 
notice." 

German diplomats said it was 
not known why Holl had asked 
to return to a post with the for- 
eign ministry in Bonn. 

But Holl was earlier said to 
have been upset by Annan's de- 
cision to name Brahimi as spe- 
cial envoy for Afghanistan, even 
though the United Nations 
stressed that the two positions 
were complementary. 
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Dostum releases 
Ig Taliban prisoners 



\ Boraio R«port • 

PESHAWAR: Uzbek warlord^Gen- 
eral Abdul Rashid Dostum has re- 
leased 120 Taliban taken prisoner 
in northern Afghanistan last May. ;. 
: ' Maulvt Abdul Baqi Ibrkestani, • 
the representative of Junbush-i- 
lUili lslami Afghanistan in Pak- 
istani told The News that Dostum ^ 
ordered the release of these pris- 
onera from jails In Shiberghan, cap- 
ital of his native Jauajan province. 
He said most WJthese prisoners 
were very young; ^^.^S^'^Jt-V^ 

He said Dostum also wanted to ' 
free more TMtban but the military 
commanders holding them said they 
would use them in exchange for 
their people held prisoner by the 
Tadiban* He said Dostum later said 



he was ready to discuss exchange of 
prisoners with the Taliban. 

Dostum had reached Shiberghan 
for the first time after fleeing to 
IVnrkey In May when a fellow Uzbek 
general, Abdul Malik, ousted him 
from power and forced him to es- 
cape from Afghanistan. He returned 
to Mazar-i-Sharif last month to lead 
• his troops in battle against the 'Mr 
iban. i' i '■■ . 

• ■ • 

\ Meanwhile, bad w^eather pre- 
sented NWFP. chief secretary Rus- 
tam Shah Mohmand from^ flying to 
Mazar-i-Sharif Saturday to resume 
Pakistan's mediation in a bid to 
bring the warring Afghan groups to 
the negotiations table. 

A special plane had reached Pe- 
shawar Saturday morning to fly 
Mohmand to Mazar-i^harif for talks 



with former Afghan president Prof 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. But it was 
learnt the pilot expressed his in- 
ability to fly to northern 
Afghamstan in these conditions. As 
the weather forecast for today (Sun- 
day) is also not good so the plane 
can now undertake its journey orily 
on Monday . :Vi^ 

Mohmand was asked t8> under- 
take the journey to Mazar-i-Sharif in 
a bid to reyive Pakistanis stalled 
p«ace mission in Afghaiiistan. The 
mission, led by additional foreign 
secretary Iftikhiar Murshed and Pak- 
istan's ambassador4o Kabul, Aziz 
Khan, suspended its activities in 
late August after several visits to 
Afghanistan failed to bridge the dif- 
ferences between the Taliban and 
their opponents. 





